Free Will and Determinism

Reading 

· Peter Strawson’s ‘Freedom and Resentment’, 1963. ‘Freedom and Resentment’ is published in, among other things, Strawson’s Freedom and Resentment and other Essays (London: Methuen, 1974). 

· His argument gives support for compatibilism. He argues that even if determinism is true, this would make no difference to our use of moral concepts like moral responsibility. He is interested in our attitudes and feelings about praise, blame, punishment, etc. Such attitudes and feelings would not disappear if determinism were true. 

· Galen Strawson, Freedom and Belief (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1986).
· G. Strawson, ‘Luck Swallows Everything’, 1998, accessed at http://www.naturalism.org/strawson.htm.
· Whereas P. Strawson was likely an optimist, Galen Strawson’s position is pessimistic. G. Strawson’s position is that strong free will (ultimate moral responsibility) is provably impossible whether determinism is true or false. He is not simply a hard determinist. He does not say that free will is impossible because determinism is true. 
· G. Strawson, in addition to offering a useful summary of the main positions on the free will problem, argues that moral responsibility (and freedom) in the most ultimate sense would require a kind of control over one’s own nature or character that it is impossible to have. His view is thus close to <ITAL>hard determinism.
Compatibilists

· Daniel Dennett, Elbow Room: the varieties of free will worth wanting (OUP, 1984). 
· G. E. Moore, Ethics [1912] (OUP, 1966). 
· Patrick Nowell-Smith, Ethics (Harmondsworth, UK: Penguin, 1954). 

Determinists

· See Pereboom for a defence of hard determinism: Derk Pereboom, Living without Free Will (OUP, 2001). 
· Pierre Simon de Laplace, ‘Absolute Determinism: Pierre Simon de Laplace, Philosophical Essay on Probability’ [1819], in Cottingham (ed.), Western Philosophy: an anthology, 2nd edn. (Blackwell, 2008), pp.318-20. 
· Note that most scholars have veered away from determinism. Most modern scholarship focuses on whether free will is compatible with determinism.

Indeterminists

· J. R. Lucas, ‘Freedom and Prediction’, Proceedings of the Aristotelian Society, Supplementary Volume XLI, 1967, pp.163-72.
· Peter van Inwagen, An Essay on Free Will (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1983). 
· Keith Ward, ‘Theistic Evolution’, in William A. Dembski and Michael Ruse, Debating Design: from Darwin to DNA (Cambridge and NY: CUP, 2004), pp.261-74. 
· Robin Attfield, Ethics: an overview (London and NY: Continuum, 2012). See Ch.6 for an overview of the debates. See http:// philosophy.attfield.continuumbooks.com. (This website has a section for students. There is a link which takes you to a summary of chapter 6)

Further reading

· John W. Carroll and Ned Markosian, An Introduction to Metaphysics (CUP, 2010), ch. 4.
· Papers by Thomas Hobbes, Jean-Paul Sartre, Peter Strawson, and Harry G. Frankfurt can be found in Cottingham (ed.), Western Philosophy: an anthology (Oxford: Blackwell, 2008). 
· Papers by Hume, Harry Frankfurt, Peter van Inwagen, Barry Loewer, and Roderick M. Chisholm can be found in Crane and Farkas, Metaphysics: a guide and anthology (OUP, 2011). 
· Crane and Farkas, Metaphysics: a guide and anthology (OUP, 2011), pp.663-72 (their introduction to free will and determinism).

· Mary Midgley, The Ethical Primate: Humans, Freedom and Morality (London and NY: Routledge, 1994), especially pages 3, 126-27, 133-36, 150, 164, 175-79. See also Midgley, ‘The Origin of Ethics’, in Peter Singer (ed.), A Companion to Ethics (Oxford and Cambridge, MA: Blackwell, 1991), pp.3-13. 

· Adam Morton, Philosophy in Practice (Oxford: Blackwell, 1996), ch.14, ‘Deep Illusions’. 
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