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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding.

 
500 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).

Although my main area of Social Work is supporting vulnerable adults, there may be times where I come across children in the need of support, due to their parents requiring ongoing medical treatment in the acute hospital setting. Therefore, it is vital that I have awareness and an understanding of both local and national safeguarding policies and procedures. 

The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (1989) is an ‘international human rights treaty adopted in 1989 that outlines the civil, political, economic, social, and cultural rights of all children under 18’. The UNCRC and its key principles played a significant role on the influence of The Social Services Wellbeing (Wales) Act 2014, when considering safeguarding procedures for Children.

Within England and Wales, the main legislation which protects children from risk of harm, is The Children Act (1989). “The act seeks to ensure that every child is kept safe and protected from harm. Its main purpose is to ensure that the welfare and developmental needs of every child are met” (Children Act, 1989). This includes safeguarding procedures for children at risk of harm. According to Wales safeguarding procedures (2019), types of harm could be categorised into 5 categories: physical abuse, emotional abuse, sexual abuse, financial abuse, and neglect. The Wales Safeguarding Procedures (2019) was revised and applied as a guideline to provide common standards to direct child protection practice for all Local Safeguarding Children Board in Wales. They provide a ‘framework within which individual child protection referrals, actions, decisions and plans are made and carried out. They are an integral part of the agenda for safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children’ (TWSP, 2019).

According to Part 7 of SSWBA (2014), “the definition for a child at risk as a child who: Is experiencing or is at risk of abuse, neglect or other kinds of harm; Has needs for care and support, whether or not the authority is meeting any of those needs” (S.130 (4) SSWBA, 2014). When a child has been reported under section 130 of the SSWBA 2014 Act, the local authority must consider whether there are grounds for carrying out an investigation under section 47 of the Children Act 1989. This, therefore places a duty on Local Authority to report any safeguarding concerns towards the child, however If any person has knowledge, concerns or suspicions that a has suffered or is likely to be at risk of harm, it is their duty to ensure that the concerns are reported to social services or the police who have statutory duties to make enquiries and intervene if required (Wales safeguarding procedures, 2025). 

Safeguarding procedures are essential in organizations and at a regional level, to ensure all professionals, including myself as a Social Worker, are aware of procedures and statutory duties when supporting a potential child at risk. Within my Local Authority and three other partner counties, the regional safeguarding board is known as CYSUR. “The regional arrangements of CYSUR were established to meet the requirements of the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014” (CYSUR, 2019). “The requirement to ensure the citizens of the counties are adequately protected from experiencing abuse, neglect and other kinds of harm is therefore a core function and responsibility of the Mid and West Wales Safeguarding Board” (CYSUR, 2025). 

Word count - 546







	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

400 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).

Despite the implementation of The Social Services Wellbeing (Wales) Act (2014) in outlining similarity in practices within Children’s and Adults services, their remains significant differences within the law and national safeguarding frameworks on how we safeguard children and adults. 

One of the main differences in safeguarding procedures when considering a child at risk, or an adult at risk, is consent and the decision-making process. The implementation of The Mental Capacity Act (2005) allows adults who are deemed to have mental capacity, to make informed decisions. The act also includes the right to make unwise decisions. This, therefore, may include the right to consent to a safeguarding referral being made on their behalf. For example, as a Social Worker within adult’s services, if I felt that an individual I was supporting was victim to any form of abuse, consent would be required to investigate any safeguarding risks, if it deemed, they did not lack mental capacity to make informed decisions. This differs when dealing with safeguarding procedures with a child, as decision making capacity will be disregarded if there are significant concerns that the child is at risk or likely to suffer harm. A child under sixteen can be seen as ‘Gillick competent’ which means they may have understanding around certain areas, however certain safeguarding procedures would require relevant agencies to become involved. Safeguarding procedures and legislative requirements within Children services are all underpinned by The Children Act (1989) and Wales Safeguarding Procedures (2019). 

Safeguarding vulnerable adults, therefore, can pose significant challenges, as although they are assessed as being able to make informed decision, it does not necessarily protect them from making unwise decisions, thus placing themselves at ongoing safeguarding risks. 

S.130 of SSWBA (2014) outlines the requirements for any individual to report any concerns to the Local Authority if there is belief or suspect that a child may be at risk of harm. The enquiry should be completed within 7 days of the suspected harm; this is outlined within Children’s safeguarding framework within Wales. Adult safeguarding differs in that there is no proposed timeframe in which the safeguarding concern is to be investigated. It is however, seen as good practice to investigate adult safeguarding reports within a timely manner, to prevent any further risk of harm. 

Word count - 379
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