[image: Discover University of Wales Trinity Saint David]
	Student name:
	     Umair Ali
	Student ID number:
	

	Programme:
	Master of Business Administration

	Module:
	International Marketing: Principles and Practices

	Module code:
	LCMB7026
	Contribution to Overall Module Assessment (%):
	100%

	Lecturer:
	Tushara Balendran
Dian Mayasari
	Internal Verifier:
	Vasilios Tavlaridis 
Hoang Nguyen

	Assignment Title:
	Assessment component 1:
Individual report
	Word count (or equivalent):
	5000 words
(± 10%)

	Submission deadline:
	Friday 27/03/2026 by 2pm
	Return date of provisional marks & written feedback:
	24/06/2026  




Table of Contents
1	Section 1	4
2	Introduction:	4
3	Comparative Market Analysis of the UK and India	4
3.1	Overview of the Two Markets	4
3.2	PESTEL Comparison	4
3.3	Economic Factors	5
3.4	Social and Cultural Factors	5
3.5	Technological, Environmental and Other External Factors	5
3.6	Implications of Market Differences for Zara	6
4	Comparative Analysis of STP Strategy	7
4.1	Segmentation in the UK and India	7
4.2	Targeting Strategy in the UK and India	7
4.3	Positioning Strategy in the UK and India	8
5	Comparative Analysis of Zara’s International Marketing Mix	8
5.1	Product	8
5.2	Price	8
5.3	Place	9
5.4	Promotion	9
5.5	People	9
5.6	Process	10
5.7	Physical Evidence	10
5.8	Overall Evaluation of Standardisation vs Adaptation	10
6	Directional Development Strategy in One Country	11
6.1	Current Strategic Position in India	11
6.2	Directional Development Strategy	11
6.3	Critical Evaluation	11
7	Ethical Issues Related to Zara’s Marketing Mix	11
8	Recommendations for Zara’s Future International Marketing Strategy	12
Section 2:	13
9	Reflective Account Using Gibbs Cycle	13
9.1	Description	13
9.2	Feelings	13
9.3	Evaluation	13
9.4	Analysis	14
9.5	Conclusion	14
9.6	Action Plan	15
10	References:	16



[bookmark: _Toc223992557]Section 1 
[bookmark: _Toc223992558]Introduction:
Zara is the largest fast-fashion retailer of Inditex, with a digital and global operation. Zara is a good example of how global fashion brands can be simultaneously consistent and responsive to the local market, having been operating in 214 markets in 2025 (INDITEX, 2025b). 
The current report contrasts Zara approaches in UK and India markets which are a mature, highly competitive (UK) versus a large, high growth emerging market (India). The influence on international retail performance is affected by culture, channel behaviour, and sustainability expectations, and firms have to adopt an increasingly global standardisation with local adaptation (Khan et al., 2024; Sakshi et al., 2025; Wolf & Steul-Fischer, 2023). Consumer behaviour in fashion, social values, digital interaction and sustainability play a significant role (Mathew & Spinelli, 2025). 
We intend to critically assess the international marketing strategy of Zara in the UK and India. PESTEL is applicable in comparing the environments of the two countries in fashion consumption in terms of social and cultural factors. The segmentation, targeting and positioning (STP) and 7Ps marketing mix adaptation of Zara in both the markets are then analyzed. The report also reviews the directional development strategy of Zara in a single country, the ethics of fast-fashion marketing and recommends how Zara can enhance its global marketing (Abdelmeguid et al., 2024; Centobelli et al., 2022; Lim et al., 2026).
[bookmark: _Toc223992559]Comparative Market Analysis of the UK and India
[bookmark: _Toc223992560]Overview of the Two Markets
In the UK and India, Zara is a strategic location, yet their retailing settings are different. UK fashion market is competitive and mature with developed omnichannel retailing, high purchasing power, and rapidly changing trends. The high-growth market with skewed purchasing power and greater sensitivity to value is India, which nevertheless, sees an upsurge in fashion demand as urbanization, uptake of digital, and aspirational consumption increases. The discrepancies between the two nations enable Zara to contrast its standardisation and market adjustment (ONS GOV UK, 2025; World Bank, 2014). 
[bookmark: _Toc223992561]PESTEL Comparison
The two markets are politically and legally free to international retail, however, India is more sensitive to foreign brand regulation. The Competition and Markets Authority imposes strict consumer protection and advertising regulations over the UK retailers, enhancing the level of transparency in online sales and promotions. India and foreign single-brand retailers may enter the market with up to 100 percent FDI, however, the sourcing and compliance regulations dictate market entry and growth. Zara feels that the UK has a more stable retail regime than India, which needs a greater regulatory regime, sourcing and retail compliance(BRC, 2026; DPIIT, 2025; GOV UK, 2025; UN Trade & Development, 2020; World Bank, 2014). 
[bookmark: _Toc223992562]Economic Factors
Economically, there is greater contrast economically. Although inflation has hit the retail spending, UK has a greater discretionary fashion market and higher incomes. India has size and sustainable development, but the low income implies that international fashion brands can be luxurious or high-end. Because of the exchange rate fluctuations, cost of imports and taxation, Zara might be more expensive in India than in UK. UK can be focused on style, convenience, and sustainability, whereas India can be focused on brand aspiration and not price sensitivity and occasion-based buying (Brickwork, 2024; ONS GOV UK, 2025; World Bank, 2014). 
[bookmark: _Toc223992563]Social and Cultural Factors
The social and cultural aspects are important since fashion consumption is associated with identity, status, and lifestyle. The UK fashion consciousness is defined by fast-changing trends, online visibility, and the idea of sustainability. Recent studies indicate that sustainable fashion behaviors are increasing in developed markets although price and convenience still affect buying behavior. Shoppers in the UK are more accustomed to omnichannel shopping and might demand a smooth transition between the app, site, and store (Gornostaeva, 2024; Retail Economics, 2024; Schiaroli et al., 2024). 
The identity based fashion in India is more influenced by the social aspiration, urban youth culture, family norms, and occasion-oriented buying power. Clothes can also be related to modesty, regional diversity, and climate. This renders the idea of absolute standardization inappropriate. Urban classes of Indians are reacting to global trends but put them into local color, fit and appropriateness frames. Outside the UK, festivals and weddings would increase demand on apparel. Online fashion shopping in India is being propelled by a combination of Smartphone diffusion and platform-led retail development, and is more popular among younger urban consumers, although value consciousness is greater than in the UK (Bonelli et al., 2024; Brickwork, 2024; Patel Associate Professor, 2025). 
[bookmark: _Toc223992564]Technological, Environmental and Other External Factors
The disparity is enhanced by technological and environmental forces. The UK consumers are demanding a well-developed e-commerce and delivery ecosystem that is fast, convenient, and provides integrated omnichannel fulfilment. India has a digital retail landscape, which is expanding because of mobile commerce and logistics, but the quality of cities and infrastructure can influence operational uniformity. The two markets are experiencing an increase in pressure on fashion brands on environmental issues. Recent studies present Zara and other companies of fast-fashion as sources of waste, emissions, and unsustainable consumption. In the UK, environmentalism is more institutional and evident than in India, where sustainability usually clashes with affordability and accessibility(Bonelli et al., 2024; Brickwork, 2024; Retail Economics, 2024; Schiaroli et al., 2024). 
The UK provides Zara a mature yet challenging market, with higher purchasing power, retail sophistication and sustainability expectation whereas India provides scale, growth, and youthful demand in a less price sensitive and more diverse culture. This will increase the potential of India in long-term growth, whereas, the UK is essential in competitive standing and brand reputation (ONS GOV UK, 2025; World Bank, 2014). 
[bookmark: _Toc223992565]Implications of Market Differences for Zara
The PESTEL comparison indicates that Zara is unable to standardise its international approach in both UK and India. The research done on international retailing indicates that host-country institutions, culture, and local market conditions influence the performance of the retailers thus strategies that would succeed within a particular market may not succeed in another market. Zara will be able to retain its global brand name but will have to adjust performance to regulatory, economic, and cultural variations between both countries (Li et al., 2023; Nath et al., 2019). 
Zara has to compete in speed, convenience and brand relevance within a mature UK retail market. The solution to operational responsiveness is the competitive advantage that consumers are seeking in terms of omnichannel shopping, regular updates of assortment, and uncomplicated delivery and returns procedures. India has greater long-term growth potential but has to be more attuned to regulatory structure, uneven purchasing power, and culturally mediated consumption patterns. In India, Zara is supposed to be more selective and adjustable in terms of location strategy, local demand clusters, and cost ranges (Li et al., 2023; Wan et al., 2025). 
Such disparities play a vital role in the fast-fashion operation by Zara. The issue of speed-to-market is essential in the UK since consumers desire high frequency of novelty and follow trends fast. India values speed, but decisions on assortment should be made locally. The product mixes might have to be more responsive to modesty, weather, color, and event-driven consumption, particularly at festivals. The prices may be also different: what is cheap in the UK can be costly in India because of the low purchasing power and high price elasticity. Zara needs to vary the product depth, the price structure, and the inventory blend in every market (Shetu, 2025; Singh et al., 2022). 
Communication strategy has to be altered. The digital visibility trends and increasing consumer interest in sustainability and responsible fashion will make the Zara UK message echo. Zara communication should focus on aspiration, youth identity and culturally appropriate fashion in India without losing its global image. Recent fashion studies indicate that sustainability expectation is gaining prominence in brand assessment particularly in mature markets and therefore Zara communication in the UK could require additional environmental credibility as compared to India (Bonelli et al., 2024; Olivar Aponte et al., 2024; Ray & Nayak, 2023). 
On the whole, these market differences imply that Zara must be global but local. This preconditions the following parts, that analyze the influence of these differences on Zara segmentation, targeting and positioning (STP) and marketing mix 7Ps in the UK and India (Li et al., 2023; Nath et al., 2019). 
[bookmark: _Toc223992566]Comparative Analysis of STP Strategy
[bookmark: _Toc223992567]Segmentation in the UK and India
The segmentation of Zara UK and India focuses on urban-based consumers who are fashion conscious, although the foundation is different. Age, income, and urban way of life are important in the two markets particularly among younger adults who access digital fashion content.
Psychographic segmentation is different. Zara can attract trend-driven, time-constrained, digitally engaged consumers in the UK that appreciate convenience, speedy styling, and, more often, sustainability signals when assessing the brand. Young customers are highly fashionable and show interest in brand-related environmental friendliness in developed markets, even though costs and convenience have a bearing on behavior (Palomo-Domínguez et al., 2023; Vassalo et al., 2024). 
Segmentation in India is fuelled by aspiration, social mobility and occasion-based consumption. Zara targets urban middle- and upper-middle-class youth who wear international fashion to identify themselves, as well as being more price-sensitive than UK shoppers. 
UK consumers have enhanced ongoing omnichannel shopping whereas Indian customers can shop selectively to satisfy social events, seasonal needs, and high-end self-expression. 
The UK orientation of Zara spans numerous major cities; whereas India orientation focuses on large metropolitan centres with high purchasing power, mall culture, and digital uptake. In general, literature on retail segmentation reveals that clothing markets are divided by age, lifestyle, motivation, and shopping behaviour, which suits the probable reasoning of Zara in both countries (Pires et al., 2024; Rahman et al., 2023; Tavor et al., 2023). 
[bookmark: _Toc223992568]Targeting Strategy in the UK and India
Zara seems to target selectively or differentiated instead of mass targeting. In the UK, Zara will be able to access more urban fashion shoppers due to accessibility, discretionary spending, and omnichannel retail. Since affordability and access are lower in India, Zara focuses on high-end and aspirational buyers in high-end retail stores and online platforms. Depending on the attractiveness of potential city clusters and digitally active young people, Zara can change its growth strategy in India (Ramos et al., 2023; Vassalo et al., 2024). 
The target markets of Zara differ in their attractiveness. The UK is appealing, fashion-sensitive, and operationally viable to Zara fast-turnover business, yet competition is high, with differentiation being challenging. India is appealing as a long-term growth, urbanization and digital retail, but consumer buying power is uneven and international products are viewed as premium, which slows down the development of the market. Thus, targeting in UK must be broader and convenience-based in Zara, whereas in India, it must be more selective, aspirational, and urban. This implication indicates that foreign retailers are to align the targeting intensity with local purchasing power, retailing infrastructure, and consumer culture (Bonelli et al., 2024; Rahman et al., 2023). 
[bookmark: _Toc223992569]Positioning Strategy in the UK and India
The global promise of Zara is fashion that is responsive to trends but at a faster pace than the established apparel retailers with a style image that is neither basic value chains nor luxurious brands. This is a consistent core positioning as the global identity of Zara is based on design relevance, quick refresh, and modern store look. This positioning is open to interpretation depending on the market (Sharp et al., 2024). 
Zara is a fast-fashion and fashion retailer of runway-inspired fashion at affordable prices in a competitive, digitally advanced UK market. Relevancy, convenience, and novelty are, therefore, of importance. Zara is not luxury yet can be an international fashion badge with selective premium interest, particularly the urban middle-class youth in India. Fashion consumption research shows that uniqueness, identity signalling and social value still affect clothing-brand preference, and this is why the same brand may mean varied things in different countries (Alfoqahaa, 2025; Alghanim & Ndubisi, 2022). 
The STP strategy of Zara is not standardized or localized. It is a global segmentation logic, broader in the UK and more selective in India, and with the same positioning, it is only understood locally in terms of affordability, aspiration and cultural meaning. It is evident that the 7Ps marketing mix adapted by Zara in the UK and India will shed light on the strategic decisions in the following section (Tavor et al., 2023; Vassalo et al., 2024). 
[bookmark: _Toc223992570]Comparative Analysis of Zara’s International Marketing Mix
[bookmark: _Toc223992571]Product
The product approach used by Zara is high turnover of styles, which cannot be applied to the UK and India. Due to the demands by the UK consumers such as fast fashion cycles and new casual wear, workwear and occasion wear, Zara is able to provide a wide trend-based range. The fundamental fashion logic has not changed in India, however assortment choices have to be made based on the climate, festival demand and expectations of dress modesty and appropriateness. It would be modifying cuts, sleeves, layering, fabric weight, and colour palettes without losing the aesthetic of Zara. In the UK product breadth helps with convenience and repetition browsing whereas in India it helps with aspiration and selection in a more selective purchase trend. According to recent fashion studies, the trend orientation, cultural meaning, values of sustainability, and the social signalling of a dress all affect the choice of clothes, which confirms the partial adjustment of the product (Thakker & Sun, 2023; Vassalo et al., 2024; ZARA, 2025). 
[bookmark: _Toc223992572]Price
Price is one of the greatest differences. The mid-market prices of fashion offered by Zara can be accessible to a large number of consumers in the UK market even when under pressure of cost. Due to the fact that average purchasing power is lower, and the imported foreign fashion is more aspirational, the same brand is more likely to be viewed as selectively premium in India. This difference can be driven by exchange-rate exposure, the costs of imports, and indirect taxes and Inditex has observed currency impacts on sales. The psychological and economical impacts of pricing include in the UK, it represents stylish value compared to high-end fashion; whereas in India; it represents international and selective status. Price is not a global signal that Zara can employ; it determines positioning and availability in every market. According to omnichannel pricing research, the perception of prices influences the policies of returns and choice of the channel, and local calibration is more valuable than standardisation (INDITEX, 2025a, 2025c; Ma et al., 2024). 
[bookmark: _Toc223992573]Place
On place, Zara adheres to high-end urban retailing logic in these two countries, yet implementation is not the same. The brand enjoys the advantage of the mature retail infrastructure, high-street presence, shopping malls and online integration in the UK. The physical presence in India will most probably be maintained in big cities and high-end malls, where income, brand aspiration, and logistics are most prominent. The store network in India is selective and city cluster based whereas that of UK is dispersed and allows convenient fulfilment of omnichannel. The official websites (local) of Zara in both markets indicate the presence of active local e-commerce business whereas the integrated model of Inditex connects stores and the online channel. Place involves store location, inventory visibility, fulfilment and customer access. This sort of coordination is typical of developed markets such as the UK, but is differentiating India (INDITEX, 2024b; Khalid, 2024; ZARA, 2025, 2026a). 
[bookmark: _Toc223992574]Promotion
As opposed to mass advertising common among most fashion brands, Zara advertises using store image, digital interfaces, editorial images, and content that is controlled by the brand. This is a strategy that is typical in markets, but communication situations are different. The market and digital environment of Zara in the UK are saturated with fashion houses, apps and social presence in which consumers are sensitive to fashion signals, visual merchandising and easy online shopping. Minimalist global style in India can be used, yet, it suggests aspiration and modernity on the global scale. Local relevance can be expressed by the seasonal edits, occasion specific curation, and platform-based visibility without altering brand narratives. The marketing research findings of fashion indicate that the digital touchpoints, online store image, and immersive cues of retail have a strong impact on purchase intention, which confirms the idea that Zara has prioritized visual coherence and control of brand stories rather than aggressive advertisement. (Jiang et al., 2023; ZARA, 2026b). 
[bookmark: _Toc223992575]People
The marketing of zara does not pay much attention to people compared to product or store design but they matter. Employees influence the performance of the stores, customer satisfaction, and brand attitude in the two markets. The customers of the UK demand speed, the availability of products, and the frictionless support without too much interaction. High-end shopping malls in India can focus on engaging the customers since employee behaviour can enhance the aspirational image of the brand. The retail service literature indicates that satisfaction is influenced by buyer-seller interaction and in-store experience, particularly in the case of the apparel industry in which the fundamental elements are fit, style, and confidence. Therefore, Zara enjoys a uniform service style worldwide that supports local standards of service (Bonfanti & Yfantidou, 2021; Yeboah et al., 2023). 
[bookmark: _Toc223992576]Process
Speed and coordination provide an international process advantage to Zara. Inditex states that there is a complete model which connects store and online activities through warehousing, shipping, RFID and stock management. This process is what helps Zara to promise customers fast replenishment and assortment refresh. UK clients enjoy stock visibility, click and collection, delivery and returns. The same combined thinking is used in India, although the last-mile predictability, urban-level structure, and digital uptake has the opportunity to influence buyer experiences. Research conducted by Omnichannel reveals that cross-channel consistency, usability, and fulfilment reliability are the drivers of customer satisfaction. The design of the process in Zara is global standardised in terms of architecture, whereas its efficiency relies on the conditions of local retail(INDITEX, 2024b, 2025b; Jena & Meena, 2022; Khalid, 2024). 
[bookmark: _Toc223992577]Physical Evidence
Zara has the image of being high-end but affordable which is backed by real-life evidence. In UK and India, the store layout, lighting, visual merchandising, packaging and web design give the message of modernity, control and authority of fashion. These recurring indicators enable Zara to have a global brand presence. In the UK, physical evidence is a positive indicator of efficiency and pull in the trend in an already familiar retail space, whereas in India, particularly high-end malls, it may indicate global status. In store experience and retail technology study indicates that the brand value depends on store atmosphere and digital-store integration. Zara has a clean aesthetic which is not only decorative but also strategic (Bonfanti & Yfantidou, 2021; Vadruccio et al., 2024). 
[bookmark: _Toc223992578]Overall Evaluation of Standardisation vs Adaptation
\The overall evaluation of 4.8 Standardisation vs. Adaptation is the inclusion of the evaluation of adaptability in work with technological resources. Zara has a selective local adaptation global model. The key values in its UK and India business are fast trend response, integrated channels, strong store aesthetics, and controlled promotion. Product assortment, price perception, store concentration, service focus, and communication tone should be changed. India should be more concerned with the aspects of aspiration, affordability, climate and cultural relevance as compared to the UK. The marketing mix of Zara is also not a copycat but a globally consistent system adapted to the specifics of the market (INDITEX, 2024b; Khalid, 2024; Vassalo et al., 2024). 
[bookmark: _Toc223992579]Directional Development Strategy in One Country
[bookmark: _Toc223992580]Current Strategic Position in India
The strategy that Zara is pursuing in India is selective. Zara has enjoyed access to a huge urban consumer market, increasing fashion awareness, and potential long-term growth of the retail sector in India particularly among digitally savvy younger customers in urban markets. According to recent studies, India has been reported to be one of the biggest retail markets in the world and omnichannel retail and e-commerce are rapidly expanding to make branded apparel more attractive. The purchasing power is not even and international apparel brands are aspirational hence Zara is still more luxury in India than in most developed countries. Zara has a strong yet not a mass-market status with growth potential but needs a tailored selection in the market and accessibility of the brand (INDITEX, 2024b; Jayasingh et al., 2022). 
[bookmark: _Toc223992581]Directional Development Strategy
The Zara strategy in India must be combining a controlled market penetration with selective market development. To further penetrate high-potential metropolitan regions, first, Zara needs to enhance the level of omnichannel integration, app-based discovery, and store-to-digital convenience to increase penetration. Customer experience, trust, and patronage intention enhance with quality of integration, which is significant in the fast digitising retail sector in India. The ideal location to open a premium international fashion is where the mall infrastructure, logistic, and disposable income are highest, therefore, Zara must only expand selectively into the affluent urban groups, but not throughout the country. Third, Zara needs to localise using weather sensitive materials, event conscious collections and cultural competent products but not to erode its global design heritage. Lastly, pricing structure must be well controlled so that it does not make the brand an upscale brand but not a luxury one. This is the strategy that aligns with the model of store optimisation and online expansion of Inditex instead of its aggressive store expansion (INDITEX, 2024c; Mishra et al., 2021; Vhatkar et al., 2024). 
[bookmark: _Toc223992582]Critical Evaluation
India is a promising opportunity due to its scale, youth and digital growth. The key risks are over expansion, resistance to prices, and location specific operations. However, Zara should not grow in India fast but in the areas where demand, logistics and luxury retail settings would be conducive to profitable omnichannel cultivation. 
[bookmark: _Toc223992583]Ethical Issues Related to Zara’s Marketing Mix
The marketing mix of Zara is not ethical, particularly regarding fast fashion. Sustainability efforts notwithstanding, recent studies have associated fast fashion with excessive material movement, waste, excess consumption, and environmental strain. The ethical issues that faced at Zara are the sustainability of the products offered and whether the rapid trend cycles and the renewal of assortment of products promotes overconsumption. As labour standards, traceability, and environmental outcomes in supply affect the evaluation of global fashion companies by stakeholders, the issue of supply-chain ethics is still topical. Inditex discloses environmental and social risks in the value chain, such as risk of hazardous substances, pressure of the raw materials, and perceptions of the stakeholders (INDITEX, 2024b, 2024a). 
UK and India are concerned with these issues but their perception may be different. In the UK, where consumers, regulators, and civil society impose more demands on brands regarding sustainability, transparency, and responsible marketing, Zara will be under increased scrutiny regarding claims on environmental issues and fast-fashion consumption. Affordability, labour, and environmental impact are the ethical issues in India, which may be mitigated by international fashion aspirations and purchasing power, respectively. It implies that marketing mix may influence ethical expectations across various markets with the same marketing mix (INDITEX, 2026; Reid, 2025). 
Such problems can harm the brand of Zara. The fast-fashion business model remains at odds with ethics, but Inditex has enhanced the level of governance and reporting on sustainability. In the UK, the lack of trust may cause Zara to lose its loyal customers when the consumers perceive a lack in its sustainability strategies compared to the volume-based model. Therefore, ethical performance becomes more and more an attribute of long-term international brand credibility.
[bookmark: _Toc223992584]Recommendations for Zara’s Future International Marketing Strategy
Comparison of the UK and India gives three recommendations:
First, Zara needs to perfect weather-appropriate textiles, occasion-driven collections, and culture-perceptive assortment in India without compromising the global design identity. Recent studies indicate that fashion retailers do better when there is localisation based on the seasonality of the region and the culture of consumers (Noris et al., 2025). 
Second, Zara needs to enhance sustainability reporting and disclosure, particularly in the UK, with higher levels of environmental scrutiny. This implies more transparent product level data, increased supply chain reporting and materials reporting, and enhanced sustainability assertions and business practice harmonization. In its recent reporting, Inditex focuses more on sustainability and traceability, whereas the communication with consumers should be enhanced (INDITEX, 2024b). 
Third, Zara needs to enhance app-store combination, inventory visibility, fulfilment steadiness as well as personalised digital experiences in both markets to enhance omnichannel and data-driven interaction. According to the recent fashion retail research, the channel integration enhances trust, satisfaction, and loyalty (Avvad et al., 2026; Jo & Bang, 2024). 

[bookmark: _Toc223992585]Section 2:
[bookmark: _Toc223992586]Reflective Account Using Gibbs Cycle
[bookmark: _Toc223992587]Description
The UK and India strategies of Zara marketing compared to this report. The analysis was appropriate in examining international marketing adaptation since these two markets were a contrast of a mature retail market and a high-growing emerging market. The report was structured on the PESTEL, STP and the 7Ps marketing mix to stick to a logical flow of market environment to strategy and implementation. The analysis was done using recent peer-reviewed journal articles, company documents of Inditex, and market and regulatory sources. This was the approach that I used to integrate academic theory and business evidence. The reflective cycle developed by Gibbs was suitable in reflecting the process since recent studies indicate that reflective practice can assist higher education students in going beyond description levels and performing higher levels of evaluation and enhancement (Mohamed et al., 2022; Ray & Nayak, 2023). 
[bookmark: _Toc223992588]Feelings
Zara is a globally supported brand that is operating internationally that is why I was optimistic at first. I was slightly afraid to draw a paralogue between the UK and India as the cultures, purchasing power and maturity of the retailers are extremely different. It was also of interest to find balanced and recent evidence most notably country-specific academic content on Zara as opposed to fast fashion. The global brands are simple to characterize yet difficult to criticize, and thus remaining analytical in my work was also another challenge. According to recent reflective practice research, uncertainty is potentially beneficial since it makes learners challenge assumptions and be critical in the evaluation of evidence (Mohamed et al., 2022; Sow et al., 2025). 
[bookmark: _Toc223992589]Evaluation
Several steps went well. First, the academic journals assisted me to conceptualise the report rather than business commentary. Journal articles on sustainability, international retailing, omnichannel marketing and fashion consumption were also effective in the analysis. Second, the annual reports of Inditex and brand information served to base the discussion on the global reach, omnichannel integration, and supply-chain priorities. Third, my infrastructure, consumer, and legal comparisons of UK and India in the market and regulatory sources were also enhanced (Ray & Nayak, 2023; Taherdoost, 2022). 
It was exacerbated by the inconsistent evidence. Certain sources had generalizations of fast fashion but not Zara country information. Moreover, there was inconsistency in the sustainability, consumer behaviour and affordability evidence. I needed to search and compare carefully the sources and prioritise the recent reputable and relevant sources. Literature on the evaluation of the source indicates that effective academic writing involves the process of locating sources and evaluating their credibility, suitability, and demonstrativeness in reference to the research question (Mohamed et al., 2022; Taherdoost, 2022). 
[bookmark: _Toc223992590]Analysis
The process of report-writing enabled me to grasp the reason why international marketing analysis must be structured and judged. PESTEL allowed me not to consider the UK and India as one sale market. It made me think of political, legal, economic, social, technological and environmental factors as strategic factors. This was a contributing factor to why the same brand was regulated differently, afforded differently, consumer values, and digital infrastructure pressures. The social and cultural aspect indicated that fashion is a social manifestation formed by the identity, aspiration, modesty, and sustainability (Mohamed et al., 2022; Ray & Nayak, 2023). 
The STP model also challenged my critical thinking because I wondered who will be served by Zara in this market, and whether their positioning is the same thing in both countries, a question that I was able to respond to using my critical thinking skills. I understood that the global brand image of Zara could be fixed, however, consumers have their own perception of it. Zara can be available and trend set in a developed UK market or aspirational in India. This made me understand that segmentation and targeting are not only a marketing decision but also a social and economic fact (Fadel, 2024; Ray & Nayak, 2023). 
It connected strategy with implementation hence the 7ps framework proved handy. It revealed that the adaptation entails product, price, place, promotion, people, process and physical evidence. The adaptation of products is based on climate, culture, price based on purchasing power and position, and place based on retail infrastructure and concentration in the city. This altered my abstract to operational perspective. Zara is a global and selectively localised company in terms of its international strategy (Fadel, 2024; Ray & Nayak, 2023). 
Dealing with conflicting evidence was one of the largest lessons. I viewed disagreement of the source as an aspect of academic analysis and not a problem. There is literature where the sustainability of fast fashion issues were stressed, and sources of the company where traceability and environmental work were stressed. I have done this by comparing the purport of the sources, verifying the freshness and preferring to use peer-reviewed literature in critical interpretation and company reports in the context of facts. This is based on the fact that rather than convenience, evidence selection should be based on relevance, authority, and usefulness in their analysis (Ray & Nayak, 2023; Taherdoost, 2022). 
[bookmark: _Toc223992591]Conclusion
I also discovered through this process that accurate international marketing analysis takes discipline, theory, and comparison. I found that PESTEL, STP and 7Ps are most effective when critically applied and not in a mechanical manner. I also acquired skills of comparing markets, synthesising sources and connecting macro-environmental conditions to marketing decisions. Also, I saw some flaws. I must learn to be faster with my search of pertinent scholarly materials, as well as I will need to write succinctly with no explanation of evidence. According to recent studies, structured reflection is good as it helps to discover the strengths and weaknesses to learn further (Mohamed et al., 2022). 
[bookmark: _Toc223992592]Action Plan
There are four improvements I will make to my process in further assignments. I will begin database search sooner and employ more narrow sets of keywords to locate more powerful country-specific and industry-specific journal articles. Second, I will become good at synthesis by organising sources by theme instead of summarising them. Third, I will provide a brief of my argument above to make it sequence between market context and strategic assessment. Fourth, I will become a better critical writer because I will be able to discuss the evidence explicitly by contrasting it and showing the tensions and reasons why certain sources are more convincing. It has been postulated by reflection and source evaluation literature that the selective use of evidence, critical judgement, and systematic self-assessment enhance performance. I will, therefore, adopt reflection in my process of writing as an academic (Mohamed et al., 2022; Taherdoost, 2022). 
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