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Introduction 
For my essay I have decided to select a cathedral and a castle from my hometown to talk about and compare to each other. These two buildings have been part of my childhood and growing up and I also still regularly visit when I have time. 

These buildings are: 
· St. Woolos Cathedral – Gothic Style – Grade I listed building.
· Newport Castle – French Renaissance – Grade II listed building.

Context and historical background 
St. Woolos Cathedral is a major landmark of Newport and was originally called st. Gwynllwy, Gwynllwy founded the cathedral around 5th century. From further research according to Britain Express Gwynllwy settled on this site because he was instructed to find a spot and build a church where he found a white ox with a black spot on its forehead. The cathedral is in a hilltop position that overlooks the city of Newport in every direction. 

Within the cathedral the nave and the Norman arch were designed and financed by the abbopt of Gloucester and his community, St. woolos cathedral has a bell tower that holds 13 bells, which is measured the largest in wales, in 1768 there were only 5 bells in total within the tower which are still rung every Sunday morning and evening. 

Newport castle was built in the late 11th century the remaining three towers and walls of the castle compromised the east wing are the only parts still standing on the bank of the river Usk. Due to most of the castle being in ruins by the 17th century the motte and the rest of the bailey have been built/covered over. The centre tower of the castle was the gatehouse which at hightide allowed small boats to enter as it was right on the river. 

Plan and section
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Figure 1. showing floorplan of Newport Castle.
(Trett, A History of Newport Castle, 2010)

Figure 1 shows the floorplan of Newport Castle, the shaded areas shows that portions of the walls of the castle that existed in 1858, we can see the three main towers individually which are the only parts of the castle remaining. You can also see within the two towers there are two spiral staircases, with this in mind we can tell that the two octagonal towers were two storeys. From looking at the plan we can see that it is a quadrangular plan which indicates that the castle would be symbolised by a range of buildings which had curtain walls. 
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Figure 2. showing the plan of the castle attached to the River Usk Bank.
 (Trett, A History of Newport Castle, 2010)

Figure 2 again shows a plan of the castle, we can see that there are two octagonal towers on the North and South of the curtain wall and then the water gate in the centre attached on the river bank. In the central tower we can see in the south of the tower there is a long narrow room which would’ve been the main room for the lord. 
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Figure 3. showing the proposed east elevation of Newport Castle.
(Wiles, 2008)

Figure 3 shows the proposed east elevation of what it would’ve looked like if the east elevation was reconstructed. We can see the quality of the decorated windows on the upper floor if they were to be reconstructed.
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Figure 4. floor plan of St. woolos Cathedral.
(Britain, 2014)

Figure 4 shows us the floor plan of St. woolos cathedral, from this plan we can see that you enter through the porch at the front of the cathedral and are then drawn into the lady chapel which invites you to walk under the Norman arch before heading into the nave which you can see the north and south aisle, within the nave there is an arcade of five arches and a series of windows. 

Materials and light 

The 5th century cathedral was originally built in wood which was then rebuilt into red-brown stone construction, the Norman archway leads you down into an unspoiled Norman nave which the roman pillars used to create the arch were brought from Caerleon around 1080. The Corinthian capitals within the cathedral show a multipart series of naïve carvings which are grotesque but robust and you won’t find another like them. 

This motte and bailey type of castle; Newport castle was built out of wood by Robert Fitzhamon in the late 14th century, which was Newport’s first castle that was incredibly close to St. Woolos Cathedral. From the remains of the castle in certain places you can see the original stonework white dundry stone and pink old red sandstone. 

Use/function 

St. woolos cathedral is still open to the public but is often used as a place of daily worship, you can also go there to be wed as well as funerals and christenings. A few years ago, my sisters school arranged a trip to learn about the building what goes on within the building and the history behind it. 

Newport castle is no longer open to the public due to health and safety reasons as the structure is no longer safe for people to enter, but when it was open years ago you used to be able to go into the castle and explore the grounds that remained; you were able to go into the three remaining towers, look out of the windows and look down the river Usk being able to see what the lords of the castle would’ve seen; this would’ve been the small boats coming down the river Usk at hightide to enter the castle through the Watergate, with the lords having a view of the river Usk it would’ve been easier for them to see if there was anything suspicious coming towards them.  

Conclusion 
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