Reflection and Evaluation

Short Video

The session included asking the date, a weather chart, a song, questioning and answering (praising) in Welsh. All information was delivered in Welsh with the group being settled prior to a lesson starting. The aim of the session is to show my level of Welsh language competency, and the amount of confidence I have gained to use within a classroom setting. 
On completion of my short Welsh video, although happy to have completed it, I do feel that I could have shown my skills more effectively. My lack of confidence hinders me, and I wish to work on this. My pronunciation portrays well, which I have been told on many occasions, however the extent to which I use welsh could be developed more. The weather board is used regularly within classrooms, therefore wanted to show my understanding of the use and deliverance of this. Using a song often helps us to remember using a process called ‘chunking’. This is a process whereby you take individual pieces of information and group them together in larger units (chunks) (Yoon, 2017).  Gemgross et al. (2012) tells us that rhythm, rhyme and catchy tunes have a strong mnemonic function, making language memorable, also making it easier to transfer the information to long term memory.  During morning register the question, ‘Sut mae’r tywydd heddiw?’ can be asked and a weather chart completed, hence why this was chosen for the short video.  Being filmed brings about nervousness and can hinder my capabilities, however within the classroom when speaking incidentally the language flows naturally. A short video in essence is a snapshot of my experience using welsh. When delivering welsh within the classroom I do try and maintain incidental welsh throughout all lessons. 

Placement

During part one of the first placement I tried to incorporate as much welsh that I was capable of in Key Stage 2. The welsh lead covered the PPA sessions for this class, so unfortunately, I was unable to deliver Welsh lessons myself. I did however sit in on a lesson and supported drawing pictures to represent each month of the year written in welsh. A Welsh audit was due to be taking place shortly after I started my placement, to support I made small key rings with various general questions that could be asked. During morning burst the children shared the keyrings and asked each other the questions, practicing their pronunciation and answering (see upload).  Initially, we discussed each question and their meaning, utilising previously taught material. Completing this task most mornings helped the children prepare for the welsh audit, but also maintained the use of the welsh language. By making the items keyrings, questions could be added or removed to allow for differentiation and development. 
The second part of my first placement was completed in foundation phase. During this section I was able to incorporate a lot more welsh to my lessons and everyday conversation within the classroom. Welsh songs were practised regularly via the class teacher, which I was able to contribute to. During morning sessions, lunch menu, registration and the weather were all completed in welsh. Prior to completing a topic lesson, the children were introduced to ‘Ble wyt ti’n byw?’ by myself, with the helpwr heddiw’s asking the question at random throughout the school day as a challenge. For this I made Helpwr Heddiw badges (see upload), these children were chosen at random every day. This question was then filtered into their focus task when completing where they live. Cymraeg 2050 was published in 2017 and aims at A million welsh speakers by this time. The Welsh Assembly Government has outlined a clear action plan to attain this, telling us that the welsh language, in collaboration with the new curriculum, will be at the heart and a key priority (Welsh Assembly Government, 2017). 

Personal Development

To continue my personal growth of the welsh language, the app Duolingo, has been a great support. An aim to complete a section each day has helped develop my understanding of simple sentences and words that can be used incidentally. A lanyard that I possess has a copy of the questions I compiled and also a small starter book that was purchased during one of our university sessions. It contains multiple phrases, dates and ways to praise and respond. As a mum of three I have been able to practice my welsh regularly with them. I have 2 nieces that attend welsh school who have also been allowing me to practice with them. On completion of my PGCE, I aim to complete a welsh course independently to further my abilities. 
Continuing professional development (CPD) enhances professional practice, develops skills and knowledge allowing for regular updates to remain competent, effective and innovative within our roles as teachers (CPD News Team, 2020). 
The sessions completed within university were fantastic to kick start my welsh speaking. Due to my age, Welsh was not compulsory at GCSE and not a subject that I chose. This meant that my use of welsh was purely learnt from experience within a classroom over my 16 years in education. To be able to develop this further has been a great achievement and something I hope to maintain. 
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