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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: What is the Public’s Perception of Police Pursuits? 
INTRODUCTION:

Why this topic?

I have chosen to complete my dissertation on this topic as there are evidently underlying issues surrounding the police power of police pursuits, I am aiming to conduct research to establish the concerns surrounding the topic and to determine how police forces can build relationships and trust within communities to safely utilise this power. 


On the 22nd May 2023 a police pursuit sparked controversy nationwide after two young males lost their lives after failing to stop for the police, BBC (2024). The purpose of me completing my dissertation on this topic is to further understand the thoughts of the public towards Police pursuits, and why people have such strong feelings towards them, occasionally ending in a major incident.


Throughout my initial research, I have read how some forces allow response officers to use this power whereas other only allow specially trained roads policing officers to use it, Home office (2018).


I have further read how the two main reasons police pursue vehicles is due to an individuals fleeing from the scene of a criminal offence/failing to stop after committing an offence, or the use of a motor vehicle to crash by a way of suicide, Christie, N. (2020), I’m aiming to bridge the gap between what is thought to be known and the actual views and opinion from the public to this police power.

	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

· To identify factors which have a negative impact on public perception of police pursuits
· To identify factors which have a positive impact on police pursuits
· To identify what justifies a police pursuit
· To provide an insight to police forces nationwide as to how the public view police pursuits
· To understand what working police officers’ views are on police pursuits

I am aiming to establish this information by creating a questionnaire which will be accessible to the public to answer, this will be anonymous, and I will be aiming to ask questions which will give people an opportunity to answer how they truly feel.


	LITERATURE REVIEW:

As it lies, and from my pre reading, I have learnt that there is limited research and analysis on this topic, leaving so many questions un-answered. I am aiming to bridge the gap between members of the public and police officers to understand how people are really feeling. My research will assist in understanding both perspectives and compare them against each other to have an in depth understanding.

The college of policing and IOPC reports have played a major part in understanding currently where the research lays. In March 2021, the Metropolitan Police Service have been involved in a pursuit of a Vauxhall Astra, prior to having authorisation to pursue the fleeing vehicle, the Astra has crashed leaving the five occupants of the vehicle requiring immediate first aid, and later one of the occupants, has unfortunately lost their life, IOPC (2023).

The issue with the research as it currently stands, is that there are limited resources to fully understand the different views and opinions surrounding this topic. Throughout my dissertation, I will look to complete my own research to assist in getting as much information collated as possible to fully support all views of this police power.

I will look to be using case studies, publicised reports of police pursuits as well as organisational plans and a questionnaire I will make to understand views and opinions of the public. 

I will aim to compare publicised research against the questionnaire I will create to compare both and how they differ.


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

My research will undertake reviewing resources which are already available to me, through reviewing already published articles surrounding the topic. This will be a foundation to where the research surrounding my chosen topic currently stands. 

I will then look to produce my own survey with a mixture of questions which will allow me to get the views and opinions of as many different people as I can, from both members of the public as well as police officers. This will give me an in-depth understanding as to how people are really feeling. I will ensure my survey protects the identities of those completing it, by making it anonymous, I believe people will be able to answer the survey honestly to ensure the opinions are accurate and not adjusted to fit a certain stereotype. 

This is the best way to get a transparent understanding as to how people actually feel about this police power.

	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

I will be making a questionnaire which will incorporate as many questions as possible to gauge the real opinions of what different members of the public think. I will first start by posting the questionnaire I make to different social media platforms. This will reach different target audiences to properly understand what different people, of different backgrounds genuinely think. It will be anonymous, giving people completing it security in knowing their actual opinions won’t be put against them. This is best for my research as it is a topic which I believe people will either be for or against. As such anonymity is imperative in getting an accurate result from my survey. 

To ensure I get comparison for my research, I will also utilise police officer’s perceptions through completing my survey, this will assist in making sure I can evaluate both perspectives and compare how members of the public actually feel and how it differs to police officers.


	ETHICAL ISSUES:

The topic I have chosen has scope to cause upset to people who may have been affected by police pursuits, therefore I need to ensure my research is conducted in as fair of a way as possible, keeping anonymity between everyone involved in my research and truly understanding different opinions is essential to keeping my dissertation ethical. 
 

	TIME SCALE:

I will conduct thorough research into already publicised articles which are widely available to anyone, I will be completing this over the course of my dissertation. 

For my survey, the time scale of my research will be completed over a few weeks, I understand everyone has their own commitments and it will be down to myself to work around the schedules of people which are involved in my research. 

The survey will allow people to complete in their own time without having a time pressure on it.
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