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The role my character will take on will be a Satrap in Antioch - Hannius Kozdojius. 
Ethnically, my character will be Greek, the family originating from Antigoneia, as due to the time of the formation of Antioch they were moved over to become some of the first settlers.[footnoteRef:1] Importantly, being based in Antioch means that my character is in the satrapy for the area in which the royals are based.[footnoteRef:2] Loyalty is something that is incredibly important this character, and satraps working with royalty to ensure the Seleucid Empire continues to work well.[footnoteRef:3] As well as this, Antioch is also regarded as ‘the metropolis of Syria’[footnoteRef:4], meaning that my character would be in an environment in which he would be able to continually progress through official roles.  [1:  Strab. 16. 2. 5; Cohen 2006: 81. Grainger 1990: 127: Grainger also states in relation to this, ‘…Antioch, which was the replacement for Antigoneia’. These strong links to Antioch further emphasise my character’s desire to remain loyal to the Royal family that overlooks the city; Cohen 2006: 80: Antioch was founded in 300 BC by Seleukos Nikator. ]  [2:  Strab. 16. 2. 5; Cohen 2006: 83. ]  [3:  Ramsey 2009: 20. ]  [4:  Strab. 16. 2. 5; Cohen 2006: 83. ] 


This character being a satrap means there are certain roles and responsibilities that are undertaken. The title given to a satrap is evidence to ‘territorial governors in the near east’.[footnoteRef:5] In the case of the term satrap being used by the Greeks, the translations would literally mean ‘the protector of the Kingdom’.[footnoteRef:6] Although its derivatives are Persian, the use of this word in a Greek setting the term had no boundaries to just Persian officials.[footnoteRef:7] The role of my character lies around the management of revenues from a variety of different sources across the Empire.[footnoteRef:8] With this being the case, an aim for my character is to make sure that the money used would go towards projects of official interests.[footnoteRef:9]  [5:  Ramsey 2009: 59. ]  [6:  Ramsey 2009: 59. ]  [7:  Ramsey 2009: 59. ]  [8:  Ramsey 2009: 33. ]  [9:  This links back to my character wanting to maintain loyalty to the Royal family in order to keep the interests of the Empire at the forefront. ] 


Being of an official capacity means that my character will have be better educated in order to make use of roles in government efficiently.[footnoteRef:10] Especially, as will the Seleucid Empire, education was deemed to be necessary ‘to good practice’.[footnoteRef:11] Given my character’s role as city official, it’s the case that my family is of good fortune.[footnoteRef:12] [10:  Ramsey 2009: 75. ]  [11:  Ramsey 2009: 13. ]  [12:  Libanius. Or. 11. 9: ‘…if I had sufficient wealth to fulfil the office…fortune has deprived me of such service’. ] 


There have been cases in which Satraps have been involved in, especially with the removal of Satrapies from society.[footnoteRef:13] With this being the case, a goal for my character would be to ensure that there is preparation in place should a revolt take place to ensure that the satrapy remains safe and secure. As well as external revolts, revolts within Satrapies against the throne.[footnoteRef:14] In order to ensure that this wouldn’t happen, the loyalty shown to the Royal family and good communications would contribute to peace amongst the satrapy towards the Royals, as well as being aware of the plans of other Satrapies, as seen from the actions of Molon, Satrap of Media,[footnoteRef:15] there was not sufficient monitoring of Satrapies.  [13:  Ramsey 2009: 243. ]  [14:  Plb. 5. 41. Strab. 16. 2. 5; Cohen 2006: 83: also, evidence showing that riots took place in 147 BC, and so for measures to be put in place to ensure riots do not happen during this time would be historically accurate; Ramsey 2009: 60. ]  [15:  Bryce 2014: 181; Ramsey 2009: 55. ] 


Geographically, Satraps in Antioch would have been integral to the Empire and the control the Seleucid Empire had, because of the positioning of Antioch – and neighbouring Antigoneia - in relation to Syria.[footnoteRef:16] The elevation of the city would have proved integral to being able to watch over Babylon and Satrapies there, as well as satrapies in Egypt.[footnoteRef:17] Part of this would include Antioch being a place in which it was possible to be in ‘control of their eastern possessions’,[footnoteRef:18] and so a goal for my character will be to ensure that this there is careful watch over and make sure the that this is the case.  Leading on from this, in terms of travel, Antioch would have been a key place for travel across the Empire.[footnoteRef:19] This would mean that the number of people entering and leaving Antioch would be potentially higher than some other cities, as a Satrap my character would ensure that this is carefully monitored as ‘protector of the Kingdom’.[footnoteRef:20] [16:  Diod. Sic. 20. 47. 5; Cohen 2006: 83. Cohen 2006: 83: argues that this would have extended down through to Antioch. ]  [17:  Diod. Sic. 20. 47. 5; Cohen 2006: 83; Cohen 2006: 83: references Antioch as being the base of the Royal family and so Antioch being in a position where other territories could be monitored would provide a sanctuary to the Royal family, meaning that the Satrapy in Antioch would be of particular significance.  ]  [18:  Cohen 2006: 83.]  [19:  Libanius. Or. 11. 100; Cohen 2006: 83. ]  [20:  Ramsey 2009: 59.] 


My character would have good relations with the army base in Apamea, the military commander is also part of my group, especially when preparing for impending wars by helping to transport and provision troops.[footnoteRef:21] Also within my group is the Epistate of Antioch: due to a Satraps role regarding management of revenues[footnoteRef:22], close relations with the Epistate would ensure that money from the Empire is manged correctly.  [21:  Ramsey 2009: 59.]  [22:  Ramsey 2009: 33. ] 
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