Exercise one:

Think of one of the pieces you’ve posted on the forum
Jot down:
(a)The period of time covered by all the events referred to in the piece – this can include backstory and future projections. It may be years, or months, or just minutes. 

(b)The period of time covered by the narrative itself (might be one afternoon, or a week, or an hour, or a few minutes etc). Eg the narrative may take place over one day but also gives the reader information about events that have taken place sometime before.
(c)How much of (b) is shown, and how much not shown.
Exercise two:
Imagine three events in three different settings:

A fully dressed man walking towards a lake

A woman opening a window quickly

A phone ringing in an empty room

Write the brief outline of a story which connects these events. Make some notes on what has led up to each event and what happens next.

Look in each set of notes for a moment at which to interrupt the episode, leaving the reader in the dark about what will happen next. You will end up with three parts of a larger story, each interrupted at a critical moment.
