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The process leading up to the initial child protection plan, I chose to undertake the role of the social worker. I found the discussion difficult at times for myself and another particular member of the group as the other two members in the group did not always respond to the messages sent to them regarding ideas about what we were adding onto the scenario for the discussion. It was also an issue that the other two members live far away so we were unable to meet as a group to practice our discussion. However, I felt the discussion went really well considering the minor issued we faced as we worked well together as a team in the end to create the discussion we produced. I found it hard to link what I was saying as the main person speaking, as the social worker to relevant legislation also. I am disappointed about the lack of legislation I contributed to my part in the discussion.
It was interesting to take up the role of being a social worker and I did thoroughly enjoy playing the particular role. I believe we worked well as a team after over coming the issues we had to include different ideas to the scenario. I believe that we did well to make the discussion flow as we did not have much time to practice as we live so far from one another and some of the members of the group did not always keep in contact about what they were going to be including to their part in the discussion.
According to West (2012) creating and sustaining effective team work requires renewal and discovery from each member in order to gain effective team work and good practice. Teams vary in the tasks they undertake. Each team member must adapt to any changes that conform them within the process. In order for team work to be effective, regular team reviews must take place as well as progress towards their fulfillment. Team members must also value the different perspectives, knowledge basis, skills and experiences of each team member. Team members must reflect on the team’s objectives, strategies, processes and performance and be able to make change accordingly (West, 2000; Widmer, Schippers, and West, 2009).
Before the case conference took place my knowledge was not particularly strong on what takes place during a case conference and who is involved. However, since doing the relevant research my knowledge has improved greatly about what and who is involved in particular cases. However, I believe my knowledge on safeguarding was well-built before taking part in the discussion as I have done much research on safeguarding before now. I have been on a safeguarding and child protection course meaning my understanding on the two subjects was strong to begin with knowing all the correct procedures to undertake. But, even after the discussion I have gained further knowledge on safeguarding and child protection as there is always so much to learn.
According to Cleaver et al (2009) if an adult is worried for the welfare of a child, for example, if they believe they are being abused or neglected, then the adult should talk to the child directly. How to talk to a child depends on their age and how well the adult knows the child. Children may mention to an adult that they do not want to go home, and that they feel safer in the setting. The child needs to be asked why they do not wish to go home, this may allow the child the confidence to talk about why they do not want to go home. If the child then open’s up about the situation the correct procedures then need to be carried out.
I have gained significant knowledge on the particular role of being a social worker during the research for the discussion. What their role entails and how it can be challenging at times and their involvement during a case conference such as the one we carried out as a group. Also, about their responsibilities for helping individuals and their families to cope with challenging barriers they may be facing to improve their qualities of life by supporting these people and their families. 
According to Higham (2006) social work is based within a network of caring services or personal social services supported by members of professionals. Social work is not only to help people who are in need of support but helping other professionals to support the welfare roles of teaching, nursing and medicine. Social workers work with other groups of professionals through a range of services and agencies to provide a caring service. A social worker’s main role concludes of advising, guiding and supporting individuals, families and groups of people who may be facing challenges to improve their lives.
According to Fisher (1999) he agrees that social workers reduced the strains that individuals and their families may experience. Social workers provide support in accordance to individual situations by working with professionals to reduce the risk of stressors. Results of two studies indicate that social support has a threefold affect on strain and negativity. 
I have also learnt about the roles of the other individuals in my group. The health visitor for example, I lead myself to believe that a health visitor visits particular families to make sure every child in the home is healthy, but from the discussion I can now see that it is significantly more than this. They weigh the children, make sure that the home is clean and hygienic and that the children are also and that the children are free from harm or concerns. I did not have much knowledge of a health visitor’s role before the discussion about what they undertake on a regular basis and that everyone who is involved with children have a responsibility to safeguard the welfare of every child. 
According to Burton and Reid (2017) children learn and develop best when they feel safe, happy and healthy. Everybody has a responsibility to safeguard children in their care and must know how and when to raise concerns. Safeguarding and child protection are not fixed concepts, governments work to improve and enhance policies. The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, the Children Act 1989 and the Children Act 2004 work significantly together to safeguard children. All early years practitioners have individual duties and responsibilities to insure the protection of every child. 
According to Hogan et al (2009) multi-agency working can be defined as a collaboration of work between a number of professional groups. This can include two or more informal professionals to share information. Multi-agency work may involve individuals from the same profession from different departments or multi-disciplinary working, involving people with different professional backgrounds (Pettitt 2003). Wigfall and Moss (2001) define multi-agency work as different services with shared interests who work together towards a common purpose. The National Service Framework (2004) states that multi-agency working involves services coming together to target and specialise support in order for it to be more effective. 
Hogan et al (2009) also states that Every Child Matters (2003) advocates multi-agency working as an effective way of cutting the range of cross-cutting risk factors that contributes to the outcomes for children. Local authorities are reforming services to offer greater earlier support in more locations.
I have also gained knowledge on the role of the key worker especially and the child protection officer also. I have learnt a lot about their roles on a day to day basis, I wasn’t aware that they would be involved in case conferences before the discussion but I now feel I have gained much knowledge on this. It has been very interesting for me learning about the different roles and how they are played. Through doing the discussion with my group I believe I have improved my knowledge skills on their roles and my own role. I believe I have also gained team working skills as I am usually a shy person but the group I was working with made me feel very involved, especially as I was the key person who lead the conference. Having the main role throughout the discussion allowed me to overcome my weakness of feeling shy as I felt everyone listened and respected my views, opinions and ideas.
According to NSPCC (2017) the Children and Social Work Act (2017) includes a wide range of provisions and agencies relating to supporting all children and the welfare and safeguarding of children and regulation of the social work profession. Sections 4 and 5 of the act focus on duties from local authorities and maintained school governing bodies to promote the education and care of looked after all children. Sections 8 and 9 ensure that children’s long-term needs and their relationship with carers and practitioners are considered and prioritised in England and Wales.
According to Save the Children (1989) The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) is a legal international agreement setting out the civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights of every individual child, regardless of their race, gender, religion or abilities.
The UNCRC includes 54 individual articles that set out children’s rights and how governments should work together with the right agencies to make them available and suitable for all children. The convention has a duty to meet the needs of every individual child by providing support for life, survival and development, protection from violence, abuse and neglect. Education that allows children to fulfill their full potential, be raised by or have a relationship with their parents and allow them to express their opinions and to be listened to (Save the Children 1989).
Through carrying out the group discussion, it is clear to me even more so now how important safeguarding children is. Especially knowing all the different professionals that can be involved in the different cases and the signs of neglect or abuse and in some cases, both.
According to NSPCC (2010) abuse and neglect are forms of maltreatment of a child. Children can be abused or neglected directly by harm or indirectly by failing to act to prevent harm. Children may be abused in their home or a setting by those known to them or sometimes rarely, by a stranger. Children can be physically abused which may include, hitting, shaking, burning or throwing. Emotional abuse, this may involve persistent emotional maltreatment which may have serve effects on a child’s emotional development. Sexual abuse involves forcing or entertaining a child to take part in sexual activities which may involve levels of violence. 
Or neglect, which is failure to meet a child’s basic everyday needs which in turn may damage their health and development. Recognising child abuse can be challenging. It is not a practitioner’s role to decide whether a child is being abused or is at significant risk of harm. However, they do have the responsibility to act with the appropriate agencies that will investigate and take action to protect the child (NSPCC 2010)
According to Burton and Reid (2017) children learn and develop best when they feel safe, happy and healthy. Everybody has a responsibility to safeguard children in their care and must know how and when to raise concerns. Safeguarding and child protection are not fixed concepts, governments work to improve and enhance policies. The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, the Children Act (1989) and the Children Act (2004) work significantly together to safeguard children. All early years practitioners have individual duties and responsibilities to insure the protection of every child. 

In accordance to my future practice having had the opportunity and experience of working in a team I will now have the ability as a professional working with young children of working well with a group as a team. Having gained the confidence to work with more than one other person, being able to share ideas and thoughts, and feeling more knowledgeable about the different roles I have gained sufficient knowledge about during the process of the discussion, this will allow me to change and develop and will benefit me for my future practice.  
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