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In this chapter I will explore analysis of results from information provided. I have obtained systematic findings from conducting Freedom of Information requests to 2 police forces and I will also discuss findings from internet sources. This research has been obtained to reflect on the effectiveness of Section 1 of the Dangerous Dogs Act of 1991. I have achieved this through some main objectives;

1) Is a dog that is added to section 1 actually deemed dangerous or has it just been added due to media scaremongering causing increasing public concern?
2) What is the volume of recorded incidents of dog related attacks that have occurred within the last 5 years in the UK?
3) How many recorded incidents have XL Bully’s been involved?


Since the legislation was brought into power in 1991 the following breeds were added as banned breeds and became illegal to own in the UK, Pit Bull terrier, Japanese Tosa, Dogo Argentino and Fila Braziliero. Pit Bull terrier dogs were included in this ban following numerous incidents of vicious and unprovoked attacks on people. One source states, “They were originally illegally bred to be fighting dogs, taking part in sports such as bear baiting and dog fighting.” (Metro, 2023, a) Owing to the dogs statue and physical attributes this also presents an increased risk of significant injury to owners, other members of the public and other dogs or animals. In one published document that was submitted to parliament it states, “statistics suggest that more than half of all fatal dog attacks, both in the UK and USA, involve the Pit Bull Terrier.” Dudley (2018, a) The other 3 breeds also have a history of being bred for dog fighting. Pit Bull terriers are an increased risk to the public as Dudley states, “is large and powerful and unlike other breeds that bith then move away, it instinctively persists in its attack.” Dudley (2018, b) So owing to the fact these breeds have a history of violence and were selectively bred for their physical capabilities and as a result of, “15 fatal dog attacks being recorded in England and Wales between 1981 and 1991.” (Metro, 2023, b) it is apparent as to why these dogs were added to section 1 of the act. 

There is limited information that is available concerning the dog attacks that occurred within the UK between 1981 and 1991, although some sources claim there were numerous high profile incidents that occurred prior to the act being enforced. This would suggest the Government were called to act upon the then rise of fatal dog incidents and dogs that were deemed more capable or likely of inflicting violence should be banned. However since XL Bully dogs were banned in December 2023, there was already multiple cases that were highlighted in the media whereby these dogs had caused a fatality or serious injury. 

One source has found that American XL Bullies dogs, “have been involved in 44 percent of attacks on people in 2023, and 75 percent of fatalities since 2021, despite only being around 1 percent of the UK dog population.” Clinton (2023) In 2021 a 10 year old boy was mauled to death by an XL Bully in Caerphilly, Gwent and had gained mass notoriety across the nation. Caerphilly councillor Wayne David voiced this particular incident in Parliament in July of 2022 and described the Dangerous Dogs Act 1991 to be inadequate regarding the issue of dangerous dogs. The Parliamentary Secretary replied;
“Simply repealing the breed-specific provisions in the Dangerous Dogs Act with no other changes would increase the risks to public safety. We must therefore balance the views of those who want to repeal the legislation with our responsibility to protect public safety. Any changes to breed-specific legislation that we may propose will need to ensure that public safety remains at the heart of the regime.” (Hansard Parliament, 2022) 
Government agencies were not able to obtain official figures which demonstrates the number of attacks by breed, but it was found, “it appears that the American XL Bully type dog has been disproportionally involved in fatal dog attacks in the past 12 months.” House of Commons Library (2024, a). A source ‘Bully Watch’ published a synthesised report to UK Government in August 2023 which found that, “44 percent of attacks in 2023 have been caused by large functional bully breeds.” House of Commons Library (2024, b).

There has been mixed reports as to whether the XL Bully breed is a breed of dog derived from fighting dogs as documented in parliamentary written evidence, “The XL Bully has been referred to recently as a fighting breed derived from the pit bull, however other sources of information dispute the origins of this dog.” Committees Parliament (2023).

West Yorkshire Police provided the following table following a Freedom of Information Request, which demonstrates the amount dogs that were seized as a result of being dangerously out of control injuring a person or assistance dog. The following information shows a 35 percent increase over 5 years in one UK force;

	Owner or person in charge allowing dog to be dangerously out of control injuring person or assistance dog, January to October, 2019 to 2023

	Month
	2019
	2020
	2021
	2022
	2023

	Jan
	56
	40
	58
	61
	52

	Feb
	59
	61
	58
	56
	58

	Mar
	71
	53
	95
	75
	72

	Apr
	82
	65
	82
	86
	119

	May
	81
	69
	71
	103
	135

	Jun
	84
	91
	93
	118
	107

	Jul
	82
	70
	83
	100
	119

	Aug
	76
	95
	76
	101
	101

	Sep
	62
	91
	82
	84
	95

	Oct
	50
	55
	82
	77
	92

	Total
	703
	690
	780
	861
	950





West Yorkshire Police (2023) 
In response to a Freedom of Information Request submitted to West Midlands Police for information around the number of dogs seized suspected to be a banned breeds. This is also compared to seizures of suspected XL Bullies, American Bully or XL Bully Cross from the period of 2018 to 2023,and shows a dramatic increase during 2022 and 2023;

[image: ]

West Midlands Police (2023)

West Yorkshire Police published statistics based on the total amount of seizures during 2023 and out of that total how many dogs were suspected of being a banned breed. This figures show a relatively small ratio of breeds subject to section 1 of the act that were involved in incidents.

Q1: How many dogs were seized by your police force under the Dangerous Dogs Act in the year to October 2023? 
There were 125 dogs seized.
Q3: The number of dogs seized which were suspected to be a banned breed in the year to October 2023?  
There were 9 dogs seized which were confirmed to be a banned breed. We do not hold the information for suspected.  
West Yorkshire Police (2023)


Words: 982
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Dogs Act. Specitically, for the period from ZUT5 Hil present:

1. For each year, the number of dogs seized suspected to be a banned breed
‘Search conducted for S3 offences with breed recorded as one of the four
‘current prohibited breeds, during calendar year:

2018-13
2019-13
2020- 10
2021-0
2022-5
2023-1

2. For each year, if available, the number of dogs seized suspected to be an XL
American Bully, American Bully or XL Bully Cross.

‘Search conducted for S3 offences with breed recorded as either Pocket Bully, Bully
XL, in addition Pocket Bully & Bully XL was only added to the system as searchable
criteria during 2021, prior to this, this was not a searchable option.

2018-0
2019-0
2020-0
2021-6
2022-48
2023126

3. For each year, the number of stray dogs picked up by police, plus the reason
they were picked up (such as suspected to be a banned breed, o acting
dangerously)

2018-26
2019-25
2020-28
2021-36
2022-26
202347

Search conducted with stray dog as the reason. We are unable to break the search
‘down any further, as selecting another search, returns for all dogs either prohibited
breed or S3, not just the stray dog.

Additionally, for the period of Jan 2022 till present, please provide a monthly
breakdown of the number of dogs seized, the number of suspected banned
breeds seized, and the number of suspected XL American Bullies, American
Bullies or XL Bully Crosses seized.

‘Month and Suspected Bully XL / Pocket Bully /
Year Alsezres | prohipited Breed Bul breed cross
Jan-22 80 3 4
Feb22 60 4 2
o723 Ref: 1662423
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htps://foi.west-midlands.police.uk/dangerous-dogs-1937a-23,

Please provide data regarding dogs seized under Section 3 of the Dangerous Dogs
Act. Specifically, for the period from 2018 till present:

1.For each year, the number of dogs seized suspected to be a banned breed

2.For each year, if available, the number of dogs seized suspected to be an XL
American Bully, American Bully or XL Bully Cross

3.For each year, the number of stray dogs picked up by police, plus the reason they
were picked up (such as suspected to be a banned breed, or acting dangerously)

Additionally, for the period of Jan 2022 till present, please provide a monthly
breakdown of the number of dogs seized, the number of suspected banned breeds
seized, and the number of suspected XL American Bullies, American Bullies or XL
Bully Crosses seized
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