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Executive Summary 
This report talks about the UK Political parties and investigates what they are, and what they stand for. It also Evaluates them and suggest ways in which they can improve. This report also investigates the two-house system that is in place in the government, which includes looking into the roles of both the House of Commons and the House of Lords, it also evaluates these whilst giving ideas on what they can improve on. 
















Introduction 
During this assignment I am going to be looking at and evaluating the UK politician system. I am going to be looking at the UK political parties, and the two Houses of Parliament. I am also going to be giving my opinion on how I believe they can improve. 
The UK political parties
There are many political parties within the United Kingdom, such as the Conservative party, the Labour party, The Liberal Democrats, Plaid Cymru, the Alliance Party of Northern Ireland, the Scottish National Party (SNP), The United Kingdom Independence Party (UKIP), and many more (The Encyclopaedia Britannica, 2015). The three main parties within the UK Government are The Conservative Party, The Labour Party and The Liberal Democrats. The current party that is in office within the government is the Conservative Party. 

The Conservative Party 
The Conservative Party was originally known as the Tories in the 17th century and was later changed to the Conservative party in 1830 by Sir Robert Peel. The main beliefs of the Conservative party are the preservation of traditional cultures and institutions, and privatizing property and enterprises (Britannica, 2023). The Conservatives are the current party in government in the UK, and the current leader and Prime minister is Rishi Sunak (UK Parliament, 2022). 

The Labour Party
The Labour party was founded in 1900’s and is currently being led by Keir Starmer (The Labour Party, 2023). Some of the beliefs of the Labour party are that they support having strong communities, providing social services, the creation of economic prosperity, and social justice within communities (Britannica, 2023). The Labour party were last in office from 1997 to 2010 in which they were governed by former Prime Ministers Tony Blair and Gordon Brown.

The Liberal Democrats
The liberal democrats were founded in 1988. They were created due to the Liberal party and the Social Democratic party merging. The Liberal Democrats are seen as the middle ground between both the Labour Party and Conservative Parties as they share some of the same beliefs. Some of the beliefs of the Liberal democrats include the reform of the house of lords, a constitutional reform which would include an electoral reform, and the need for the bill of rights. The Liberal democrats also believe in having less power in the central government, and giving more power to local governments (Britannica, 2023). The current leader of the Liberal Democrat’s is Ed Davey (Liberal Democrats, 2023). 
Evaluation of the UK’s Political Parties
There are many advantages and disadvantages to having political parties within the United Kingdom. An advantage of having a political party is that the public can vote for the party that they believe that represents the same ideas and goals they may have. This could then make the members of the public feel as though they are being represented by the government.
Another advantage is that the political parties can give political information to members of the public in a way that everybody can understand. This allows the members of the public to become aware of any issues and know what the parties' opinions and objectives may be to tackle certain issues. This could also allow more people to be more informed about the opinions of different parties when voting for them. 
Another advantage of political parties is that they can encourage members of the public to participate in politics. This is due to members of the public being able to support any political party which might have common interests and opinions as them (Web for congress, 2019). 
[bookmark: _Int_KNemxnMg]A disadvantage of political parties would be that not everyone shares the same opinions. This could be a disadvantage as if the party that a large number of the public have voted for does not go into office then a high amount of the public may feel as though their opinion may not be represented. 
Another disadvantage of political parties would be that what they say during their campaign may not be realistic, and they may not be able to achieve what their campaign goals say they are going to do. This could be a disadvantage because all the people that have voted for them may feel as though they did not achieve what they elected them to do, which could then mean that they may not vote to re-elect that party in future general elections (Web for congress, 2019). 

I would recommend that political parties be more honest about what is more achievable when they are campaigning. This could result in more votes for them, as if the public believe that they are being honest with them then they may look upon them more favourably when making their decision whether to vote for them. 


The two Houses of Parliament
The House of Commons
[bookmark: _Int_PICxoiKc]There are two houses included within the houses of parliament, which are the house of commons and the house of lords. The house of commons has evolved over seven centuries and many times it has held a powerful role in regard to the nation's affairs. There are 650 members of the House of Commons, and they are separated into two sections which are the government and the opposition (UK Parliament, 2014). The members of the House of commons are elected by members of the public by using voting systems such as the first past the post system. (Uk Parliament, 2023). 

The Roles of The House of Commons
[bookmark: _Int_acFcfMgb][bookmark: _Int_83mRq9CI]The main roles of the house of commons are to debate any political issues which come to their attention during the day. Another one of their roles is to scrutinize new policies and laws that are made by the government, and to ensure that all new bills and policies are looked at in detail and completed to a high standard so that when these bills are passed they can have the highest impact to resolve the issues related to these new policies (UK Parliament, 2014). The House of Commons is also focused on holding the government to account. Many ministers from different departments within the government attend the house of commons in order to answer any queries that are made throughout the week. The government and the opposition decide on the specific days of the week that are given to different government departments in order to discuss these issues and produce ways to resolve them (Uk Parliament, 2023). 
Another one of the roles of the House of Commons is to represent the public. MPs tend to share their time between both their constituencies and the House of Commons. MPs in the House of Commons must figure out what is best for the people that they represent and how they can help to achieve that. 

The House of Lords
The other house within the houses of parliament is the house of Lords. The house of lords is commonly referred to as the upper house or the second chamber (Uk Parliament, 2023). The house of lords is not publicly elected. They work with the House of Commons in order to achieve the same goals. The House of Lords also work with the House of Commons to make and shape laws (Uk Parliament, 2023). 


The Roles of The House of Lords
[bookmark: _Int_Tjnk4nif]The House of Lords have many different roles including things such as regularly challenging what the government is doing by questioning the government ministers on what they are currently doing, what they plan to do next, and discussing any queries that they may have (Uk Parliament, 2023). 
[bookmark: _Int_xBz1idy6][bookmark: _Int_aD40PvVE]Another role of the House of Lords is to make new laws and to improve bills before they are approved by the government and the crown. (UK Parliament, 2012). They do this by analysing each bill in detail and considering the different effects that it has on society and the economy if it were to become an official Act of Parliament. The members of the House of Lords debate many different topics and issues and share their views on these to the government in order to find ways to resolve them. The members within the House of Lords would then create bills and policies in order to help resolve prominent issues throughout the country (Uk Parliament, 2023). 
[bookmark: _Int_BXogf5lP]The House of Lord also takes on the role of analysing public policies. By using their wide range of individual expertise, the members of the House of Lords work within select committees and small groups in order to analyse specific policy areas. They would then publish reports on their findings from these inquiries. An example of this would be fixing adult social care, tackling digital fraud, and climate change (Uk Parliament, 2023). 

Evaluation of the House of Commons and the House of Lords
House of Commons
[bookmark: _Int_yn6UvMsu]There are many advantages and disadvantages to the two-house system within parliament. An advantage of the House of Commons includes that by the public electing the main party within the House of Commons, this means that they are then able to represent the views of the majority of the public. 
[bookmark: _Int_dycMJSCg]A disadvantage of the House of Commons is that when a party gets into office if they have less than 326 seats then they may have to go into coalition with smaller parties in order to gain the majority. This could then mean that some of the smaller parties' views might impact on some of the decisions made. This is a disadvantage as the views and policies that the smaller parties may be trying to push may not be those of the public as they did not vote for them (BBC Bitesize, 2023). 

House of Lords
An advantage of the House of Lords is that the members within have lots of different experiences and expertise which they can draw upon when discussing different topics. By using their different expertise and knowledge they can work together to resolve different issues that come forward during debates.
[bookmark: _Int_TRDeGVfP][bookmark: _Int_bQYr4kqq][bookmark: _Int_1vpdZBie]Another advantage of the house of lords would be that they can help to improve legislation. This is because by going back and forth between the house of commons and the house of lords they can scrutinize different policies so they can ensure that all areas are looked at, and that they are to high standards in order to ensure that the policies have a higher chance of resolving the issues as intended. It also helps to ensure that no mistakes are made when introducing new policies and laws (Staff, 2022). 
[bookmark: _Int_jOQoTnGl]A disadvantage of the House of Lords would be that there is lack of diversity within the members. This could be due to the members of the House of Lords not being elected. This would then mean that they might lack diversity in regard to limiting the types of people that can have a say on any prominent issues raised by the government, and the scrutiny of any new bills (Staff, 2022). 

I would recommend that the House of Lords be more open to having their member being elected. I think this because it would allow the public the chance to vote for who they would like to sit within the House of Lords and help to make and shape laws. I think that this would be more beneficial as they would be able to vote for someone who shares the same views and opinions as the party that is within the government. 

Conclusion 
[bookmark: _Int_ARXTEARb][bookmark: _Int_ZTUvcuZ4]To conclude I believe that there are many advantages and disadvantages of both how the UK political parties are run and elected, and how the two Houses of Parliament work together. I also believe that there are a few ways in which they can improve different areas such as how the members of the House of Commons and the House of Lords are elected. 
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