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How Child Relocation Laws Work in the UK
Calan Wilkins
Child relocation is when one parent or guardian wishes to move with a child, usually abroad, without the other parent or guardian. If both agree to the move, no issues arise, however if one party does not agree, laws come into play.
The Law
[bookmark: _Int_O8A8ePx3]Under the Children Act 1989, a parent cannot take a child to live internationally without either both parents’ permission, or granted by the court.
In order for the relocation to take place, both parents must agree. If they do not, it is up for the court to decide.
In the court’s view, the child’s welfare is paramount – the decision will be based on what is in the child’s best interests.
Payne v Payne Principle
Deriving from the case of ‘Payne v Payne’ (2001), the Payne v Payne principle establishes guidance for relocation cases. Courts look at:
· How the move would affect the relationship with the distant parent or guardian,
· Whether the plans are genuine and have substance,
· How the applicant would be affected if the move is refused.
What the Courts Consider
When looking at the child’s best interests, the courts will consider:
· Why relocation is wanted,
· How practical the move is,
· How it will affect the child in the long run,
· Plans on how contact will be kept with the distant parent or guardian.
Internal Relocation
Internal relocation is much more relaxed and is easier to do, as maintaining contact is less complex.
Typically, permission is not needed for relocation within the UK, unless the child’s routine or relationship with the other parent or guardian would be affected.
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