ECEY4004 – Multi-lingualism and Multi-thinking

Hello, I am Bethan Phillips and my student number is 2312265. The module reference is ECEY4004. My chosen activity is a Welsh story named ‘Dawns Yr Anifeiliad’ which translates to ‘doing the animal bop’. The Welsh story I read was bilingual as it had the English translations underneath the Welsh to help the children understand the different actions within the book and what they do. 
According to Britannica (2020), bilingualism is the ability to speak two languages. Cambridge Dictionary (2019), also describes bilingualism as giving indications that it may deliver lifelong cognitive benefits as well as providing equal importance. 
Jessner. U (2007), creates an online article on the benefits that bilingualism has on both individuals and families. Some examples that are discussed are the positive cognitive developments it has in the early years. It mentions that bilingual people have an easier understanding of mathematical concepts, develop strong thinking skills and learn other languages. 
There are two examples that the article talks about. The first one is the social-emotional development. Being bilingual supports children as they grow connections with families, culture and their community. Children who are bilingual are also able to make new friends and relationships with their second language.
The second example is how children learn when they are bilingual. They benefit academically by having more than one language. This is because they switch between languages and develop different approaches to thinking about problems. Being bilingual links in well with children who have Welsh as an additional language, and this will be looked at in the next section.
A child with Welsh as an additional language means that they were born in a different country and that parents speak a different language at home. When their first language is not Welsh or English, they are able to learn Welsh as their second or third language, learn their social language first and it takes them longer to learn an academic language. The activity that I carried out I found was appropriate for those with Welsh as an additional language as there was English translations throughout the book for those children whose first language is not Welsh to understand what they are learning about.  
According to the Welsh Government (2014, p. vi), Welsh as an additional language is when “a pupil has first language which is neither Welsh nor English but is pursuing a Welsh medium education and thus requires support in order to access the whole curriculum through the medium of Welsh”.
Children's Commissioner for Wales (2023) creates an article about the Welsh language in the Additional Learning Needs system. The language medium with any Additional Learning Needs provision is part of the effectiveness and quality of the provision. The Additional Learning Needs and Education Tribunal Act 2018 established that the ALN system in Wales needs to be bilingual and that Welsh-medium provision is the equivalent to the English-medium provision.  
The bilingual brain in newborn babies can differentiate between two languages only a few hours after birth. There are a few professionals who look into how the brain is developed as children grow older due to being bilingual. Firstly, Kuipers and Thierry (2015) describe a section of the brain and how it impacts children’s languages. The auditory cortex enables bilingual children to have enhanced phonological awareness and a greater ability to learn new phonemes. The development of this part of the brain is linked to language learning. Secondly, Hofman (2020), comments on the Wernicke’s area of the brain. This area is used for language production and processing which allows bilinguals to have increased connectivity in this area. The final part of the brain which can be developed over time is the Broca’s area. Hofman states that information from the Wernicke’s area travels to this part of the brain and it uses the muscles of speech. It controls the speech production and larger amounts of ‘grey matter’ are found here than in monolinguals. This section then leads on to divergent thinking.  
Skippy's Early Learning Centres (2021) describes divergent thinking as creating ideas by exploring solutions, using left and right brain thinking. It can sometimes be free-flowing but can also be spontaneous. This type of thinking supports what some people call ‘out of the box’.
According to Booton et al (2021) they discuss that most children in the world grow up bilingual and bilingualism has been linked to differentiated linguistic and cognitive skills. It is thought that one skill, such as creativity, could be increased in bilinguals due to enhanced functions and diverse cultural experiences. The book looks into a study that was carried out between bilingual and monolingual children from the same British schools. The children completed three types of divergent thinking along with nonverbal intelligence, vocabulary and exposure to English. During the study, there were no differences discovered between bilingual and monolingual children during any of the divergent thinking tasks. The whole study shows no evidence of bilingual advantages in divergent thinking skill of creativity between children. The study concludes by stating that while bilingualism has many benefits, divergent thinking is not one. 
Within education in Wales, schools teach the Curriculum Cymreig framework which allows pupils to be given the opportunities to develop and apply knowledge and understanding of the cultural, economic, environmental, historical and linguistics of Wales. Some examples of subjects that children may learn within these areas are exploring creative and expressive arts in Wales and the Celtic tradition, learning how resources and technology in Wales has developed in the past and present, visiting and studying the variety of landscapes that Wales has to offer, studying the relationships of Wales with other parts of the UK and using the Welsh language which is accessible for everyone (Welsh Assembly Government, 2003). 
Within Wales, there is a variety of legislations which support the Welsh language. The most up to date legislation is the Welsh Language Act 1993. The Welsh Language Act (1993) is a Board that was established to promote and facilitate the use of the Welsh language. The Welsh Language Commissioner (n.d.), says that under this act, organizations within Wales are required to prepare a Welsh language scheme which is a statutory document that sets out commitments as to how public organizations treat the Welsh and English language with equality. Organizations are gradually transferring from Welsh language schemes to Welsh language standards. Welsh language standards promote the language and ensure that the language is not treated any less than the English language in Wales (Welsh Language Commissioner, n.d.).
To conclude, the assignment looked at bilingualism and multilingualism and how it has an impact on a child’s life. American-born linguist, Naom Chomsky theorizes that humans are wired to learn language. According to Chomsky’s theory the brain is ready made to acquire language at specific stages in the developmental process (Study.com, n.d.). His theory links in with both bilingualism and multilingualism as children’s brains grow and develop over time which allows children to learn different languages as they get older.       
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