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Task - In what ways can touring theatre affect its audience in terms of addressing social, political and cultural issues? Base your response on your specific piece of theatre you are creating.

Touring theatre can affect its audience firstly by presenting a piece in which the audience may not be able to relate to, secondly there are risks which can affect a touring theatre's purpose to deliver a particular message within what they have created. 
With the majority of pieces presented by varied independent touring theatre companies there can be elements included that become a real eye-opener for each target audience, whilst researching the affects of touring theatre an article that I found from The Guardian had one particular section which really caught my eye as it explains in some detail how touring theatre can be a risk ''Without the time and resources to build a deeper engagement with local audiences, touring companies demand even more risk on the part of the audience than their building-based counterparts.'' (Love,2017). After reading this it came to my attention that within the piece myself and my peers are currently creating with our director, our audience members are infants which means firstly as individuals and collectively as an ensemble we have a responsibility in finding the most suitable way to approach such a young audience. The basis of our piece is focused on verbatim theatre, we are each re-telling significant moments of our childhood. ''Memory is our past and future'' (Fernyhough, 2017)
In terms of touring theatre affecting its audience through addressing social issues. Society has drastically changed in the last decade due to the fact that the world is forever changing day by day. For example when we first discussed our childhood with each other it is very evident that we have all come from a certain era in which technology was only just beginning to become advanced. In our piece we all have an object which regenerates a warm memory. However If I were to compare my childhood to a child now growing up in 2017 there is definitely a huge contrast in how life was back then growing up in the 90's and early 2000's. Children's memories in todays world will have a unique quality simply for the fact of how society is and in response to the social aspect which can affect touring theatre, the political and cultural issues which have surfaced in conversation with my fellow peers, has shed light on who we each are as individuals, and our backgrounds, for me I identify myself as a young black female who has grown up in South London all of her life, I have a certain demeanour and I have taken into account that my accent may be much harder to understand especially with the culture that I am accustomed to. Through research into the life of a child in 2017, I found that ''Children are learning how to organize memories in a narrative, and in doing so, they are learning the genre of memory''. (Day, 2017). The objective of our piece is to always remember our memories, they makes us who we are today and they are there to help shape our futures.
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