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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 

500 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).


An area of Social Work, not my main focus, is Children’s services. Knowledge of legislation in all areas is vital to effective working, particularly safeguarding, adhering to the Social Services Code of Practice (SCW, 2017). Many times, in adult social work, we come in to contact with individuals who have children, being aware of legislation to protect them is paramount. Knowledge allows practitioners to recognise potential risks to children, understand thresholds for intervention, and contribute effectively to multi-agency safeguarding arrangements (gov.wales, 2024)

The main legislation in place to protect children within Wales is the CA 1989 (legislation.gov.uk, 2011) The CA 1989, establishes children’s welfare is paramount, placing duties on local authorities to safeguard and promote the welfare of children at risk. Section 47 places duty on local authorities to investigate where there is reasonable cause to suspect a child is suffering, or is likely to suffer, significant harm (Cardiff.ac.uk, 2026).
In 2004 reforms were made to The CA (2004), following an inquiry into Victoria Climbie’s death, strengthening safeguarding arrangements. Greater emphasis was placed on partnership working and cooperation between agencies in safeguarding children, with improvements to cross agency information sharing (Laming, 2003). 
In Wales, SSWBA, 2014 provides further frameworks for safeguarding children and promoting well-being. This places children and families at the centre of decision-making, promoting principles of well-being, prevention, voice and control, and multi-agency collaboration. It requires local authorities to assess and meet the needs of children requiring care and support and establishes duties relating to safeguarding (Gov.wales, 2016) 
To further safeguard children, the Adoption and Children Act was introduced in 2002 (UK parliament, 2002) outlining protecting principles and promoting children’s welfare, when involved in adoption proceedings. It’s important that children’s wishes and feelings are of paramount consideration in decisions relating to the adoption process. These principles are consistent with attachment theory, highlighting the importance of secure, stable and nurturing relationships for children's emotional and developmental wellbeing (Bowlby, 1988)
The Wales Safeguarding Procedures 2019 (WSP, 2019) provide a framework for identifying, reporting and responding to safeguarding concerns, supporting the implementation of SSWBA, 2014 and Working Together to Safeguard People, promoting consistent practice and multi-agency working across Wales. Both place duties on relevant partners to work together to safeguard children and promote wellbeing. The Rights of Children and Young Persons (Wales) Measure 2011 further strengthens rights-based approaches, embedding the principles of UNCRC. Effective multi-agency working is essential, as no single professional is likely to hold all the information needed to assess and respond to risk (Munro, 2011; Daniel, Wassell and Gilligan, 2010).


Regional Safeguarding Boards are established under Part 7 of SSWBA, 2014. Boards have a statutory responsibility to safeguard and promote the welfare of children at risk through partnership working, coordinating safeguarding activities, developing protocols, procedures multi-agency training, supporting practitioners in identifying and responding to concerns. These Boards work in accordance with Wales Safeguarding Procedures (2019) and Welsh Government guidance, promoting consistency and information sharing across agencies. Local authorities maintain safeguarding policies, outlining referral pathways, thresholds for intervention, escalation procedures and reporting responsibilities, ensuring children at risk receive timely and appropriate support. 

organisational level, employers are responsible for implementing safeguarding policies and procedures, ensuring staff understanding of child protection policies, whistleblowing, information-sharing, safe recruitment, supervision and training, supporting practitioners to recognise signs, record and report concerns accurately and appropriately. 
Word count: 550














	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

400 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).


Reflecting on safeguarding practice, highlights significant differences between adults and children, although both protect individuals from harm, abuse and neglect. Understanding differences is essential for effective practice and ensuring interventions are lawful, proportionate and person-centred (WG, 2022).
One difference relates to autonomy and decision-making. Children’s services safeguarding primarily focuses on promoting children’s welfare, with their best interest’s paramount, under the Children Act 1989 (CA, 1989). Children are more vulnerable due to age and adult dependence. Professionals have duties to intervene following raised concerns, regarding abuse or neglect, regardless of whether the child agrees with the intervention (HM Government, 2018). Adult safeguarding places greater emphasis on individual rights, choice and empowerment. SSWBA, 2014 promotes strengths-based, person-centred approaches, recognising adults with capacity have rights to make decisions regarding their own lives, even where decisions involve risk (WG, 2014), creating a difference between protection and autonomy from those seen in children's safeguarding.
Further differences include the role of mental capacity. In adult services, consideration must be given to whether individuals over 18 have capacity to understand, weigh and communicate decisions around safety. The Mental Capacity Act 2005 provides a framework for assessing and making best-interest decisions when individuals lack capacity (MCA, 2005). In children's services, a child's views and wishes are important and considered according to age and understanding, however safeguarding decisions are often made by adults and professionals acting in the child's best interests (CA, 1989; HM Government, 2018). In addition, when working with young people, Gillick competence must be considered, recognising that children under 16 may be able to make decisions if demonstrating sufficient maturity and understanding (Gillick, 1985), if safeguarding is needed, Gillick competencies are overridden to keep the child safe, however the child’s voice is still important. 

Partnership working is essential in all areas. children's safeguarding agencies work together identifying and reducing risks to children, promoting wellbeing, in accordance with statutory guidance such as Working Together to Safeguard Children (HM Government, 2018). Adult safeguarding aims to ensure individuals are the centre of decision-making (gov.wales, 2022), whilst children's safeguarding focuses on coordinating services, reducing risk, promoting positive outcomes for children (WSP, 2019).
Researching legislation for adults and children, helped recognise while safeguarding principles are similar across services, practice differs significantly in issues of capacity, consent and legal rights. Working with adults, needs care taken, avoiding overly protective approaches that undermine rights and independence, whilst remaining alert to situations intervention is necessary preventing significant harm (Preston-Shoot and Cornish, 2014). Developing an understanding of children's safeguarding, strengthens awareness of how ACE’s impact adult wellbeing and vulnerability later in life, reinforcing importance of adopting an approach across the board (PHW, 2015).
Word count: 438
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