Architecture in my home town

My home town is Godalming in Surrey, the architectural style mainly consists of a lot of Arts and Crafts architecture, a good example of the architectural styles are Munstead wood designed by Sir Edwin Lutyens. The buildings I am choosing to compare and talk about though are St Mary’s Church, Shackleford designed by Sir George Gilbert Scott and The Watts Cemetery Chapel in Compton designed by Mary Watts.

About the Buildings
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Description automatically generated]Although both are places of worship, the use of them and their design are different, Watts Chapel was designed and built between 1895 and 1904 and had help from over 70 people in the community to design and create the clay tiles surrounding the entire chapel which help give the chapel an amazing sense of attention to detail as each one is slightly different and unique in its own way. The style of architecture used is a mix of Celtic, Romanesque and Art Nouveau with some Arts and Crafts influence. The Chapel is on a small hill in Compton surrounded by a graveyard and a view of all the fields surrounding the area. There is a stone path winding up the hill leading you through the graveyard and bringing you through a walkway of yew trees initially blocking the view of the Chapel from the bottom of the graveyard, the Chapel only becomes visible as you approach much closer to the top of the hill and makes you look up to the tall thin windows above the doors letting plenty of light into the chapel. Past the Chapel you can see down the hill and onto many surrounding fields, there is also a cloister with a memorial of G F Watts, husband of Mary Watts. Walking through the cloister brings you to the other side of the hill to see the graveyard continuing down and a path leading down to an area with an apple tree and a bench to enjoy the area. The area where the chapel is situated makes you feel calm and makes the chapel a very peaceful place to be.Figure 1 2022 Hugo Worthington
Figure 3  2022 Hugo Worthington
Figure 1.2 2022 hugo Worthington

St Mary’s church in Shackleford is much larger than Watts Chapel being a church for the area and people around it. The Church was built between 1865 and 1867 and designed by George Gilbert Scott [image: ]in Early English style. Surrounding the building again similar to Watts Chapel is a graveyard all around the church though St Mary’s has a much more open space at the back due to it not having a hill surrounding it. The area behind the church is a great space to walk back and admire the back of the church and look at the steeple. In the immediate surroundings of the church are trees around the space and a tall bush parallel to the road. Figure 2 2022 Hugo Worthington


Plans and sections

[image: Image preview]Watts chapel has a reasonably small inside section but appears quite large from the outside walking around it, there are protruding decorated structures that have high windows and hold out the roof and provide light inside but no extra space for the inside of the circular room. On the side of them they have the intricate clay tiles made by the people of the village at the time and the structures give the chapel a depth. Figure 5 Alan Bott, 2007
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Description automatically generated]St Marys Church is very long with transepts that don’t come out very far on the outside of the church but very spacious inside and has a very large chancel area. The church can seat around 200 people with benches set up in the nave and on the sides allowing for the pulpit to be used easily to speak to everyone. There are two entrances, one at the front and at the side which is covered and the one most used as a welcoming area.  One of the transepts is used for the organ and the other is used for a small space to privately worship or read.Figure 4 2022 Hugo Worthington









Materials and Light
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Description automatically generated]The Watts Chapel is built using terracotta brick with clay tiles decorating the outside all with beautiful patterns covering the chapel. The chapel, even though it has quite thin but tall windows, has very good lighting allowing you to see well inside the chapel and look at the intricate artwork displayed on the all the walls. The chapel is circular in shape inside and so any amount of light coming from all around the building can easily light up the inside. The use of the brick and no change in colour on the outside makes the chapel appear almost like a house if viewed from afar and so allows it to blend in with all other buildings in the area.Figure 4 2022 Hugo Worthington


St Mary’s Church is constructed out of the well known Bargate sandstone very commonly used is Surrey and works very well for the church. The bargate stone gives the church a very traditional look and a quality to it which is very familiar to me, [image: A picture containing building, colonnade, furniture

Description automatically generated]as I have seen this style all around me where I live and enjoy seeing it. The Church is always well lit as it has large windows all around the walls letting in plenty of light, there are also lights hanging in the nave to provide extra light when it is dark.Figure 5 2022 Hugo Worthington




Use
Both  Watts chapel and St Mary’s church are available to use and see but are used slightly differently, Watts Chapel is open everyday from 10am to 4pm for visitation and is free to visit and St Marys church is still in use for certain services for example at remembrance, Christmas and Easter. 


Conclusion
Watts chapel and St Mary’s church are very similar in terms of the use of both of the buildings originally and how they are still both used. Both buildings also have their differences as Watts Chapel is more detailed and intricate with all of its unique clay tiles and painted walls, St Mary’s Church is larger and more together. Each building also fits in with where they are with how the materials and design fit in with the landscape and area around them.
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