Assignment 2: Textual Analysis – Hebrew Bible
Gen Chapter 17 commences with the appearance of the Almighty God to Abram in the Land of Canaan.  Abram has recently come out of the land of Egypt and separated from Lot who settles in the Plain of Jordan while Abram settles in Canaan (Gen 13). Abram is said to be ninety-nine years old (17:1) as at the time of this unique visitation by the Lord. This visitation by the Lord is unique because God gives “the template” that is, the detail of His covenant with Abram and makes it abundantly clear what He is committed to do and what is required of Abram. Just like God has done in the previous chapter of Gen 15, it happens again in Gen 17:1. God introduces himself to Abram “I am God Almighty”. This is a way of reassuring Abram about His identity and ability and to keep Abram’s faith in Him strong and unyielding. (17:2) emphasises on the multiplication of Abram beyond measure by the use of direct address “you”. This reveals the importance of the promise being made by God to Abram and that the word of God is not generic or to someone else but specifically to Abram. (17:3) portrays the power and the glory of God’s presence that is so unbearable for Abraham that he has to fall on his face just as Moses beholds the glory of God when bush is burning but is not consumed (Exo 3:2). The action of Abram could also connote respect, reverence and submission to God (Psalm 99:1) and readiness to receive from God which provokes God to begin to talk to Abram. Additionally, there is a use of a colon to present God’s blessings for Abram from verse 4 in form of a list for clarity. God reiterates his thoughts towards Abram in (17:4) as the father of multitudes of nations – a new status for Abram which will be generational and a point of reference for numerous years in the future. This is synonymous to Gen 15:5 where it is mentioned that the descendants of Abram shall be like the stars of heaven. The use of the simile like the stars of heaven implies the uncountable number of children Abram will have as his children. 
There is a total turnaround for Abram in (17:5) where God changes the name of Abram to Abraham. This new name is given and it is very essential to accommodate the earlier blessing God proclaimed on Abram as ancestor of multitude of nations in (17:4). The names that different people have are connected to their destinies and they are instrumental and very crucial to the fulfilment of their destinies or conversely, having a miserable experience of life. This is evident in 1 Chro 4: 9-10 where we see a name called Jabez which symbolises pain and as a result the bearer of the name has serious challenges of life. God is aware of this fact and therefore the reason for changing Abram to Abraham so that the blessing of being called an ancestor of multitude of nations can come to fruition. Abraham is a Hebrew name. “ha” in Abraham means father of multitudes. This is added to the previous name Abram in connection with God’s covenant with Abraham. (17:6) continues with the assurances of God’s words to Abraham that he will be exceedingly fruitful. This suggests that Abraham will be blessed beyond measures both in wealth possessions and in having multitude of descendants. We begin to see evidences of God’s covenant with Abraham in Gen 24 where it is mentioned that Abraham is blessed in all things.
 In (17:7) God establishes His covenant with Abraham. The word establish means to set up something on a permanent basis. This suggests that the promise made by God to Abraham will last forever; it outlives Abraham and nothing whatsoever will change what God has proposed to Abraham. God seals His covenant with Abraham in (17:8) by wilfully given Him the land of Canaan as a perpetual holder. To hold a land perpetually implies that one owns the land without ending or change of ownership. It is believed that God exercises His power in this verse as a sovereign God and the one who creates and owns everything; therefore, He can share or give it out as he wills. (Psalm 24: 1-2) supports the claim that God owns and creates the earth and has authority over the earth and therefore has the prerogatives to give and apportion resources to whoever He wants and as He pleases.
There is repetitive use of the first person pronoun “I” and the second person pronoun “You” for emphasis and direct address. The use of these two pronouns clearly validates the promise God is making to Abraham and makes it more believable and very reassuring. There are eight repetitions of the first person pronoun “I” which portrays God as confident and authoritative and very certain beyond any reasonable doubt that He knows what He is saying and He stands by His words. In the same vein, there are six repetitive use of “you” to reveal that the promise is a direct address to Abraham and not generic or to someone else. Literarily, it is worth to mention that Gen 17: 1-8 has a form of similarity with an “ode” in poetry. With reference to the works of John Keats Ode to a Grecian Urn, Ode to a Nightingale and To Autumn. An ode is poem that is formal and dedicated clearly to a person and undoubtedly, Gen 17: 1-8 is dedicated to Abraham because it is a direct address to him by God about his present and future life.
The theme of covenant as subsumed in Gen 17: 1-8 pervades, dictates and dominates the rest of the Pentateuch. It is evident that God is faithful and that He keeps to His words of covenant with Abraham. God appears to Isaac and reassures him of the covenant He establishes with Abraham (Gen 26:1-5) in the midst of famine and while he is about to make a wrong decision. It is seen that God is moved to rescue the Israelites from the oppression, slavery and the captivity of Egypt as a result of His covenant with Abraham in (Exo 2:24-25; Exo 3: 6-9). Part of the covenant is that Abraham’s descendants shall be numerous. It is recorded that six hundred thousand men left Egypt excluding children (Exo 12:37). In the midst of rebellion of the Israelites, God still keep to His covenant as He says to Abraham “I will be their God.” (Lev 26:42-45). The covenant of God with Abraham is a covenant of blessing and it means no attempt to curse them will succeed. The conspiracy between Balak and Balaam to curse the Israelites failed (Number 23: 7-23). Deuteronomy reveals the fulfilment of God’s blessings to Abraham. God confirms His words of blessing of multiplication and numerous increases of the children of Abraham in the book Deuteronomy as well as the possession of the land of Canaan. The words of God to the Israelites change from promising them the land into instruction to go and possess the land (Deut 1:8) The twelve children of Jacob (Israel) have fully grown to become tribes and have become stars of heaven in multitude as earlier promised by God (Gen 15: 5; Deut 1: 10-13).
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