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The present research is being carried out to examine the perceptions that the Gypsy Traveller (GT) community have on education and to examine equality and education within the Gypsy Traveller community. The present research will also examine social exclusion or inclusion of the GT community within education. Despite Gypsy Travellers being a part of the community in Britain for over five-hundred years, there still seems to be a misperception of who or what Gypsy Travellers are. According to (Cemlyn & Clark, 2005) Gypsy Travellers are ethnic groups that are largely indigenous who’s ethos can be seen to be characterised by self-employment, occupational changeableness and nomadism. 
The main aim of the research is to examine the differences in perceptions within the Gypsy Traveller Community related to education and social exclusion. According to (Powell, 2011) approximately only 30-40% of children within the Gypsy Traveller community attend school regularly, whilst the other half never attend school. A recent European report suggested that stereotypes, discrimination and exclusion of Gypsy Travellers from higher education, was a denial of equal opportunities. The European report also suggested that Gypsy Traveller children are more often than not, segregated and discriminated against within mainstream schools and were often moved either to schools that were predominantly for Gypsy Travellers that had a vast lack of resources and were overcrowded, or, they were sent to ‘special’ schools for mentally challenged individuals, despite the fact that they themselves were not medically diagnosed with any form of special needs (Powell, 2011). 
After researching the topic area, a social theory (inclusion and exclusion) will be used to examine the social exclusion of the GT community within education.  The social inclusion theory can be dated back to at least the early nineteenth century and is readily identified in recent years through its counterpart social exclusion. Social inclusion is the concept of an individual or a specific group of individuals being excluded from the social system (Gidley et al, 2010). 
Some of the main papers being used for the purpose of this research are; Gypsy travellers and education: Changing needs and changing perceptions (Bhopal, 2004),  Teachers and Gypsy Travellers (Lloyd et al, 1999) and The social exclusion of Gypsy and Traveller children (Cemlyn & Clark, 2005). Although research in this area has been examined previously, at present there seems to be very little research on the perceptions that Gypsy Travellers hold regarding education and why Gypsy Travellers tend, more often than not, to not take part in education or to be excluded from education. According to Derrington (2007) Gypsy, Roma and Traveller children are largely recognised as the most vulnerable minority group in the English education system and it has been estimated that approximately 12,000 gypsy traveller children in England are potentially not enrolled in secondary schools. It will be interesting to examine why some Gypsy Travellers stray away from school and why they favour working over education. Current research into Gypsy Travellers and Education examines social exclusion and equality. As suggested by (Lloyd et al, 1999) occasionally the GT community can be devalued, especially when formal education is currently a high factor in the current climate for jobs. The present research could benefit the GT community by adding extra training to schools and staff in order for them to successfully educate children within the GT community and it could also help to create interventions to integrate the GT children into schools and education successfully. This research could also benefit the GT community by exploring and explaining the importance of education in relation to employment and the future of their children. This research could also potentially help adjust others stereotypical views of the GT community by using the GT communities’ perceptions on education to explain why they decide not to take part in education or to explain why they have decided to take part in education. 
Following on from the literature examined, the research question will be as follows, Do Gypsy Travellers have a positive or negative perception of education and do they believe that social exclusion impacts their education. Two focus groups will be carried out for the purpose of the study, one with Gypsy travellers that are currently in education and one with Gypsy Travellers who are not and potentially who have never been in education. Interpretive phenomenological analysis (IPA) will be used to examine the individual’s perceptions/feelings captured within the focus groups, and the relevant themes will be analysed to collect the data. IPA will also be used to examine Gypsy Travellers views on social exclusion to investigate whether or not they believe social exclusion to be an impactor on their education. 

The target population for the purpose of the study will be approximately 12 participants.  The focus groups will contain 6 individuals per group. Six of them that are currently in education and six of them that are not or have never been in education. As there is currently very limited research in the area that is being examined, a schedule for the focus groups will be created by the researcher that focuses on perceptions of education and perceptions of social exclusion/inclusion with regards to education. An interview schedule created by Lloyd et al (2007) will be altered and used within the focus groups to gain an insight on the GT communities’ perceptions of education. 

Questions in the interview schedule will be altered to fit with the type of questions needed to be asked in the focus groups to gather Gypsy Travellers perceptions. For example, where they have asked ‘Was there ever any name calling’ the question will be changed to ‘Did you feel discriminated against at all at school’. Due to the questions being used coming from an interview schedule, the questions will be altered to fit into a focus group that will include questions on perceptions of both education and social exclusion. Most of the questions included in the focus group will be altered from Lloyd et al (1999) to fit with the research question of the present study. Original questions will be used; however, changes will be made, and wording will be changed for the purpose of this research. Two focus groups will be set up in the Pembrokeshire area to gain the relevant information for the purpose of the study. Participants are being recruited from a university course in Pembrokeshire who are all within the GT community. Interpretive phenomenological analysis (IPA) will be used to pull relevant themes from the individuals in the focus groups in order to gain their perceptions on education and social exclusion. 

Appendix 1

Original Interview question’s/Questionnaire questions 

1.  How many schools did you attend (which ones)

2.  Do your school friends / teachers know you are a Traveller? 

3. Do you like people to know?

 4. Did you go to school all the time or were you travelling during school time at some points? 

5. How was it going into school, when the other pupils had been there all the time? 

6. Did you like going to school?

7. What did you like about it?

8. What subjects did you like? 

9. Was there anything you didn't like about school? 

10.  What kind of things?

11. What were the teachers like? 

12.  What did you like / dislike about them?

13. Did you get on with the other pupils who were in your class? 

14. Was there ever any name-calling? 

15. If so, what happened? 

16. What did you do?

17. What did the teachers do? 

18. Did you ever get into any trouble? If so, how did you feel about that?

19.  What did the teachers do? 

20. How did you react? 

21. What age did you leave school? 

22. Did you ever think about staying on? 

23. Looking ahead, what kind of school would you like for your children?

 24. Is there anything else about your experience of school that we haven't covered in the questions that you would like to tell us? Thank you for answering our questions. 

Appendix 2 

Original Questions for focus group

1. What are the general issues about Travellers in school? 
2.How do Traveller pupils find school? 

3. How do teachers react to their Traveller pupils? 

4. Is the behaviour of Traveller pupils an issue for schools? 

5. In what way is this an issue? 

6. What support is there for Travellers and their teachers? 

7. How knowledgeable are teachers of Travellers and their culture? 

8. What kind of contact is there between schools and Traveller parents?
Ethical consideration – Due to the nature of the research (looking at Gypsy Travellers and education) the questions being asked could potentially cause upset to the participants. If this were to happen, researcher’s details will be easily accessible to the participants for them to be able to contact the researcher. Risks to the researcher are minimal. However, due to the nature of the study, complaints against the researcher could potentially be made. In case of this happening, participants will be given access to the universities complaints page where they can make a formal complaint to the university. The researcher will adhere to the UWTSD Student Code of Conduct and BPSD guidelines to ensure that all participants are treated with respect, and the researcher will be an ambassador for the University so all material and processes will be carried out professionally and with integrity. Supervisor’s contact details will be provided for the participants should they wish to contact a member of the university staff. The General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) will be adhered to. All data collected from the study will be kept on a computer that can only be accessed by the researcher for approximately 12 months after the research has been conducted. 
Consent will be necessary if the participants wish to take part in the study. All participants will be aware of the purpose of the study and will be informed that they can remove themselves from the study at any time before, during or after the focus groups have been carried out. The GT community is seen widely as socially excluded; therefore, this research is socially sensitive and may cause offence to the participants. Again, if this happens, there will be procedures put in place for participants to contact professionals and information will be given in order for participants to make a complaint to the university. 
