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[bookmark: _Toc118543367]Introduction 
Maintaining public safety through effective policing is essential for any country or state. There are regulations and policies for law enforcement departments to be effective. Law enforcement policies, procedures, and rules are the standards by which law enforcement agencies operate. These standards guide police and other law enforcement agencies daily in dealing with the most challenging and dangerous scenarios. Industry compliance becomes more accessible when the police service meets the highest standards (Power DMS, 2021). This essay will demonstrate the importance of policing by consent and how it impacts the current police service in the UK. This essay will highlight the structure, purpose, and role of the police service in the UK. This document will help understand what power police in the UK have to prevent crimes in the UK.
[bookmark: _Toc118543368]Purpose of Police Service
The purpose of police is to support the law equitably and firmly. The police must prevent society from crime, harm, or any disorder. People often break laws and rules incorporated into society for safety. It is the duty of the police service to ensure that justice is being served and to punish those who do not comply by the law or break the law. The purpose of the police is to provide justice, bring peace, eliminate violence, crimes, and harm, to protect and reassure the community that the community is safe from harm (Brown, 2021). Police alone cannot stop or prevent the crimes, but it is a collective effort. Other law enforcement agencies should also work together to ensure that society and the community are safe from crimes and harm. The government and the police's primary duty is to safeguard the community's freedom. It is also the duty of the police service to preserve life and poverty and protect people's constitutional rights.
[bookmark: _Toc118543369]Power of Police Service
Policing officials have various powers which they can use to prevent and eliminate crimes from society, protect societies and ensure communities and societies are prevented from harm. Police have the power of arrest. Arrests refer to the power of police to seize someone and take them in custody to investigate or prevent harm (Skinns, et al., 2017). Police officials can arrest anyone who committed an offense or crime, anyone who is going to commit an offense or crime, or who is committing a crime (Gov.UK, 2022). In the UK, police have the power of both common law and legislative power to execute their duties. The power used by police must comply with the human rights and equality acts and legislations. The police officials are individually responsible for their use of power and are accountable for ensuring that their power is lawful, proportionate, and necessary. The power used by police is divided into three different categories.
· Power to investigate crimes: This category includes a range of powers to collect evidence required to identify the accused. Under this category comes a stop-and-search. There are further types of stop and search for instance reasonable grounds, without reasonable grounds, and terrorism power (Gov.UK, 2022).
· Powers to prevent crimes: This category includes maintaining public order, stopping anti-social behavior, and managing those already known offenders. Under this category, police have the power to detain and custody.
· Powers to dispose of criminal cases: This power allows police officials to place criminal cases outside the court.
Apart from all the above, the police also have the power to use force in extreme cases, and in these cases, the police officers have to make this decision. Police can also stop and search public or suspects in civil dress.
[bookmark: _Toc118543370]Organisational Structure of Police Service
The organizational structure of the policing service includes a police constable, sergeant, inspector, chief inspector, superintendent, chief superintendent, assistant chief constable, chief constable, and the last role in the police service is of deputy chief constable (Line of Duty, 2022).  The role of constable is the first rank or can be said lowest rank in the police service. Whereas the deputy chief constable is the highest rank in all the police forces in the UK.
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A police constable is a person with the first rank in the police service. The role of the constable is to perform day-to-day duties. The rank of the police constable is the first and the lowest rank. Police constable are characterized as the frontline police officer in the policing service. Constables are further promoted to the rank of sergeants. A constable is a junior staff of the police service who has to go through a two-year probationary period. There are different areas in which the police constable is specialized. Constables wear epaulets attached to their uniforms. Different constables include detective constables responsible for the severe investigation and dealing with serious issues. A detective constable is not as similar to a police constable, but the roles are pretty different (Metropolitan Police, 2022).
[bookmark: _Toc118543372]Principles of Policing by Consent
This concept is based on policing principles. These principles were developed by Robert Peel, founder of the metropolitan police. His concept is rooted in the belief that there must be strong public support for police actions. Policing by consent was general instruction for the police service, which required every police officer to ask for consent. These principles supported the concept that the power of police to perform their duties lies in the public approval of their existence, actions, and behaviour (Gov.UK, 2021). This principle provide police with the ability to maintain the respect of the public. These principles also guide police officers to use physical force only when warning and persuasion are ineffective in obtaining public co-operation. These principles also focus on the minimum use of physical force to achieve the policy objectives (Desai, 2020).
From these nine principles, three core ideas have been generated. These core ideas are based on the concept that the main goal is to prevent crimes, not just to catch criminals. If the actions are taken before the crimes take place, police can timely prevent crimes. Second is that to ensure effective policing service or to prevent crime, police need to earn public support. The third idea is that the police can earn community support by respecting community values (University of Washington, 2022).
[bookmark: _Toc118543373]Importance of Policing By Consent and How It Influences the Current Police Service in the UK
The policing by consent concept was established based on the nine policing principles to make policing service more effective. Policing by consent is the old phrase used in the UK policing service. Policing by consent refers to the relationship between the police and the community. It demonstrated the police investigation with public support and consent (European Social Survey, 2010). It can be seen that when the police officer asks an individual for an investigation, people listen to the officer and help with the investigation. If the suspect refuses to answer the police, the police have the right to arrest the suspect. In policing by consent, forcing suspects is not considered. Instead, consent is taken from the suspect, and the police firmly ask the suspect for investigation instead of coercion (Brown, 2021).
The consent of the people should be taken to build trust. Coercion or forceful arrests can make the public think they have the occupying force, not a police force. It is essential for the public as well as for the police service. In order to control the crimes and criminal cases in the UK, the police service should understand why the people obey the law and cooperate with legal authorities. If the police persuade the public or use coercion for policing objectives, they resonate with the people's sense of rationality and morality (Dave, 2022). In policing, self-regulation should be promoted along with pro-social behaviour. In the current policing service, the principle of policing consent is still used. When any significant changes come into effect, these principles are referred to as policing today. Today’s policing service in the UK uses this principle in practice to build trust with the community. By making this principle a vital part of the policing service, the police can ensure that every individual in the community feels safe (Desai, 2020).  
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Conclusion
The above report demonstrated the policing service in the UK. With the increasing population and economic development, there are increasing crime rates worldwide. Government agencies are working to strengthen the law and enforcement sector to ensure safer communities and prevent crimes. In the law enforcement department, the police service is the leading service that prevents crimes and harm to society. The purpose of the police is to prevent crimes and harm and ensure that the public follows the law and regulations for society's welfare. There are different roles in the policing service. Each prevents crimes, catches criminals, ensures no offense occurs, and ensures society remains safe from harm. There are different types of powers and authorities that police officials have, which include stop and search power, power of arrest, power to inspect or investigate if the officials find something suspicious, the power to dispose of criminal cases, and power of detaining and custody. The above report discusses the role of the constable. A police constable is the lowest rank in the UK policing service and is responsible for the day-to-day duties of preventing crimes and are the frontline officers.
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