Policing by consent

This essay will discuss why policing by consent is an important practise amongst police, how it has impacted and helped the community with their trust and confidence within police. And the negative side to abuse of police powers. There will be two examples within this essay one showing how the police safeguards the community and thus by the community trusting the police, and another where police powers were abused and where the 9 Principles of Policing were disregarded. This essay will also include a description of the Police Act 1996 regarding the police discipline rules and regulations. 

Policing by consent is a basic idea that supports contemporary democracies, policing by consent does not imply a person’s assent. Nobody has the right to refuse to cooperate with the law or to cooperate with the police. The Home Secretary relates to and established British police concept recognized as Robert Peel’s 9 Principles pf Policing. Starting in 1829 they were distributed to each new law enforcement officer. Law enforcement was frequently described before this time by a lack of integrity, dishonesty, and an unjust distribution of authority. 

The first is in order to stop crimes and disturbance, a substitute for using armed forced military and a harsh legal penalty to repress them. Second being to always acknowledge that the public’s acceptance of the police’s existence is a prerequisite for their ability to carry out their tasks and obligations. Things such as attitudes and acts, as well as their capacity to win and keep the respect of the public. The third one is to always be aware of the need to win and keep the public’s trust and approval, additionally obtaining the public’s voluntary assistance in the endeavour to ensure legal adherence. The fourth principle is to constantly acknowledge that the need for the use of force and coercion to accomplish police goals decreases correspondingly with the degree of public cooperation obtained.

 The fifth one is to obtain and maintain public support by consistently exhibiting completely unbiased service to the law, rather than by caving into public views. In total policy liberty regardless of the fairness or unjustness of the specific law’s provisions. By readily providing each member of society with individualised assistance and friendship, regardless of their financial or social status. By the prompt display of civility and amiable good humour as well as the prompt giving of personal sacrifice in the defence and preservation of life. The sixth one is that police should only resort to recourse to force if all other options, such as counselling, warnings, and convincing, fail to secure the level of public cooperation required to ensure that the law is obeyed or to maintain order. To only employ the least amount of force required to accomplish a police goal at any given time. 

The seventh one is to preserve an affiliation with the public on all occasions that upholds the long-standing custom that law enforcement officers are the community, and the community are the law enforcement officers. The police are the sole members of society who receive compensation for dedicating their whole time devoted to fulfilling civic responsibility that are necessary for the well-being and survival of the public. The eight principle is that police should never lose sight of the necessity of strictly adhering to police tasks and to avoid even the appearance of usurping the power of the judicial branch to exact revenge on people or the authorities, as well as of firmly determining culpability and sentencing those responsible. The final principle of policing is to always be aware that the lack of crimes and disturbance, rather that the obvious signs that the police are taking action to address them, is the true measure of police effectiveness. 
Definition of policing by consent (GOV.UK, 2012)
Watts (2024)


Policing by consent is a very important principle amongst the police and the public it is the foundation of trust between the public and officers. Without public acceptance and trust the police would not be able to efficiently carry out their work, without the public trust in police things such as investigating would make officers jobs harder. The public contribute helpful information to the police such as a missing’s persons report, by working with the public the police can obtain helpful information from the public. Without the trust and confidence from the public there would be no order and fear struck everywhere, to the public the police is a safeguarding net the “protectors” somewhere people go to for help and feel safe. If the police start to abuse their power society would not trust or confined in them. 
Tudor (2023)
Torrible (2012)

Nowadays when a major legal change takes place law enforcements are thereafter subjected to new duties and obligations, Policing by Consent is most frequently used. An example of this is the reaction from the public about Covid-19. To stop Covid-19 from spreading, the UK largely approved of the new legislation and the police’s implementation of them. When Covid-19 happened, the whole world was struck with fear with hospitals being over worked and spread out every service was overwhelmed. The public put trust in the laws that were enforced by police known as lock down it minimised the spread of the virus and slowed down the death toll. Communities turned to the police for support and with the trust and confidence in the police most of the community abided by the law for safety. With the consent by the public the police were able to safeguard and help thousands of people stay safe inside their homes this is why it is such an important law. 
 Desai (2020)
 
However not always does the public agree and trust the police especially when there is more physical force used than necessary.  In 1979 the 23rd of April, a general election was due and parties in power required a public space to host their conventions. The election was set to take place in Southall Town Hall, the political parties in question wanted full exposure for the public the party involved named National Front they were trademarked against immigration and in support of returning people home. However the place that the meeting was going to be held for the political parties was an area where a lot of ethnic people lived. Days before the meeting happened there were citizens of that community who brought attention towards the council telling them of the protentional consequences that could happen. One citizen even sent a “telegram” to the head of state warning them that this could act against peace. These warnings were dismissed. on the 23rd of April around 12pm the protest began slowly, 150 citizens beginning a peaceful protest. After 3pm that day the numbers increased to a few hundred this is the time stamp when police began getting struck, following an attack on a seized bus, police detained a number of people. The police tried to limit the attacks by cornering off certain roads, behind the front line there were younger people who had started to throw heavy and dangerous items at police and were offering them to anyone who decided to use them, the police used riot shields to not be struck by these items. While the riots seemed to get more out of hand you will see from some of these upcoming examples that some police abused their power and broke the 9 principles of policing by using excessive force. Clarence Baker was one of these victims, when the police invaded the medical facility, they had enforced everyone to evacuate the facility and by doing so they were escorted out and the citizens were met by “police truncheons raining down on them” this injured a lot of people who were involved. Clarence Baker was hit on the head by an officer with such force he ended up in a coma lasting five months. Another person who was a victim in this was Blair Peach when police tried to split up a crowed, they began assaulting people with weapons and dragging individuals, Blair Peach was entangled whilst they continued and was pulled down by this, a witness said an individual officer struck him over the head. Blair Peach was left on the floor, when police came back over to usher him out of the way he made his way back home. After reaching home an ambulance was called and later that night, he was pronounced dead. This riot caused the death of Blair Peach in the 9 principles of policing protecting and preserving life is a crucial principle. By using unnecessary force and complete carnage with no control it put Blairs life in danger and went against that principle.

After this incident many people’s opinions about the police changed and they perceived the police to be aggressors and violent, thus by losing trust in the police to be the people they go to, to feel safe. One of the main concepts in Policing by Consent is that without the trust from the public is there would be no order, nobody would listen, and no laws would be abided by without the public consent there would be no police. It would impact on everything ever appointed. 
(Around Ealing,2019)
Socialist worker (2019)
Chaudary (2019)

since incidents such as Southall can happen where police brutality can take place, there is an act called the Police Act 1996, where police discipline services have been put in place. Within this act there are different forms of discipline for police such as a review procedure for self-reflection, it is stated when an officer’s behaviour deviates from what is required of them, but it is not severe enough to result in disciplinary action. And there is also inadequate performance protocol that states when an officer is not able to carry out their responsibilities in a way that meets their standards. However once there is a reliable report of a significant enough violation of ethical norms to justify the disciplinary procedure, disciplinary actions are started. Behaviour that undermines the public’s trust in law enforcements is grounds for disciplinary measures. With the severity of the situation learning from this behaviour alone would not have been an adequate reaction. In an administrative action, members whose actions are determined to constitute misbehaviour or egregious misconduct face consequences. they could receive an official notice have their position lowered, or be fired from the law enforcement force, according to the situation. Fired officers are not permitted to return to the police force. Every organisation should have policies in place for exchanging insights from specific instances. 
 Brown (2020)
Home Office (2016)

In conclusion the 9 Principles of policing is an important impactful policy to have in place, it is told and recited to every police officer in the UK and have a very impactful description on the values and concepts of how police should police. Policing by consent is an inclusive policy that is shared with the public, it shows that police are the police because of the community and the honest trust that is put into them. 
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