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How has BWV effected policing since its role out? 
Introduction
According to AXON (n.d.) Body worn video (BWV) technology has been increasingly popular in recent years, especially in public agencies like police enforcement. BWV was first used as a tool to improve accountability and transparency, but it is now a crucial component of modern policing tactics.  AXON (n.d.) state that the potential advantages of increasing officer accountability, fostering better community ties, obtaining trustworthy evidence, and lowering complaints are what are driving the expanding use of BWV. But the use of this technology has also raised serious concerns about its effectiveness, moral ramifications, privacy issues, and effects on public and police behaviour. 
The present status of study on BWV technology is examined in this review of literature, with particular attention paid to important topics including the technology's ability to reduce the use of force, its impact on public confidence, and its evidently significant role in the judicial system. It also looks at the advantages and disadvantages of using BWV, using research from psychology, sociology, and criminology to give a thorough picture. An informed understanding of BWV's function in contemporary policing and public accountability practices is intended to be achieved by synthesising existing research in order to identify gaps in the literature and recommend areas for additional investigation. 
Literature 
In the first instance the author seeks into the background of BWV and does this by researching into AXON, a company renowned for it’s BWV capabilities. According to AXON (n.d.) a pilot initiative in the UK counties of Devon and Cornwall in 2005 marked the beginning of police body cams. Since criminals frequently entered guilty pleas after discovering that police had video proof of the incident, police leadership believed that cameras would be used as evidence in criminal cases to expedite the justice system. Additionally, AXON (n.d.) thought that documenting police-citizen interactions would increase accountability, openness, and confidence while pointing out areas where officer behaviour could be improved. The first findings were encouraging: county officials said that the cameras successfully produced solid evidence and discouraged inappropriate behaviour. Evidence appeared to back up those assertions, as within the first 10 weeks of the six-month program, violent crime dropped by 8%. Looking at the figures and linking back to the question there is a clear positive sign of violent crime reduction as a result of the rollout of BWV at it’s early stages. 
Lum et al, (2020) conducted a review whereby the primary goal was to compile high-quality research evidence on the effects of BWCs on a number of outcomes of interest to police, policymakers, and the general public. This is due to the widespread diffusion of BWCs in policing, the high costs associated with their adoption, and the expectations regarding the potential effects of BWCs on police and citizen behaviours, both positive and negative. According to studies in this review, BWCs do not appear to have the effects on officer or civilian behaviours that either the public or police authorities had hoped for. According to the research (Lum et al., 2020), police departments that implement BWCs are likely to see a decrease in complaints from the public against officers.
College of Policing (2021) reviewed the use of Body Worn Cameras and in their summary it showed that evidence from Review one indicates that the use of BWCs does not have a significant impact on crime-related outcomes. Evidence from Review One indicates that the usage of BWCs can lower complaints against police in terms of non-crime outcomes. Regarding the mechanisms, it is believed that the BWC's recording process alters the behaviour of both police officers and the general population, which in turn influences the type of contact that takes place between the parties. Additionally, while police are writing statements and testifying, BWC can give them an extra layer of knowledge to help with memory. It should be mentioned that the two reviews did not evaluate these mechanisms. This review was conducted by Campbell Collaboration (2020), who found that overall, most police or citizen behaviours may not be significantly impacted by the way BWCs are currently being deployed. Officers' use of force, arrests, proactive or self-initiated actions, and other measurable behaviours are not consistently or significantly impacted by the deployment of BWCs. Additionally, there is no discernible impact of BWCs on citizen calls to the police, assaults, or resistance to officers. Campbell Collaboration (2020) continue to state that more research is required, but analysis indicates that limiting officers' discretion when turning on and off BWCs may lessen police use of force.
A study conducted by University of Cambridge (2016), according to new findings from one of the biggest randomised controlled trials in criminal justice research history, which was headed by the Institute of Criminology at the University of Cambridge. Published research in relation to this study (Ariel et al., 2016) was that officers who wear body cameras report a startling 93% decrease in complaints from the public against the police. According to the University of Cambridge (2016) the experiment took place across seven sites during 2014 and early 2015, including police from areas such as the UK Midlands and the Californian coast, and encompassing 1,429,868 officer hours across 4,264 shifts in jurisdictions that cover a total population of two million citizens. According to University of Cambridge (2016) across all seven trial sites during the 12 months preceding the study, a total of 1,539 complaints were lodged against police, amounting to 1.2 complaints per officer. By the end of the experiment, complaints had dropped to 113 for the year across all sites, just 0.08 complaints per officer, marking a total reduction of 93%.
Harrison, L’Hoiry and Santorso (2021) literature was based on research into how the implementation of BWV into one police force in England impacted on the behaviour of those officers who wore the technology. While the dominant view is positive, concerns as to privacy infringements and the use of BWV footage as a potential tool for supervisory surveillance emerged. Harrison, L’Hoiry and Santorso (2021) concluded that firstly, it was clear that the cameras made officers more confident in how they dealt with the public (because they were less fearful that the public would complain about them). Secondly cameras also made officers more introspective about their behaviour, leading them to ensure that they were acting professionally and appropriately when on view to the public. 
According to the research (Ellis, Jenkins and Smith, 2015) concluded that There was an overwhelmingly positive (84-96%) public attitude toward police use of cameras in, gathering evidence, identifying criminals, increasing convictions, improving training, improving disciplinary procedures. Ellis, Jenkins and Smith (2015) looked into the changes in criminal justice processing (domestic assaults) on the Isle of Wight, it was shown that the number of domestic abuse occurrences increased after personal issue of BWV cameras on IoW, 7 of the 10 camera footage cases led to arrests, of which 4 led to sanctioned detections and charges. These resulted in 2 early guilty pleas without trial, 1 guilty plea in court before trial commencement, and a not guilty verdict compared to the 11 cases where no camera footage was taken, only 1 case proceeded to arrest and resulted in community resolution. This shows a difference in detection rates by the increase of Domestic Violence cases ending up with a positive detection through the use of BWV compared to those without. 
In summary the literature on BWV reflects positive changes in the role out of BWV, many researchers focusing on the reduction of complaints against the police. However I believe there is a gap in the research about the advancement of capabilities and whether we are maximising the potential of BWV, this including the possibilities of Live Streaming, Live Facial Recognition, GPS, AI. 
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