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I confirm that I have not used any AI tools in the research and creation of this assignment. I confirm that I have not presented any AI generated materials as my own work. I confirm I have copies of my drafts, notes and other resources I used, which I may be asked to provide in evidence. 

ECEY5004 – Part 2. 
This assignment is an evaluation of a practitioner delivering a traditional story and a digital story to children aged between four and six. The original digital story is added to the reference list from CEIP LA MAQUINISTA (2012). The traditional story is ‘We’re Going on a Bear Hunt’ by Michael Rosen which will be discussed throughout. This analysis will explore how the practitioner used repetition, onomatopoeia and intonation to enhance the storytelling. Storytelling has many benefits for children aged from pre-birth up to age 7. National Literacy Trust (2020) believe that there are many benefits to storytelling in young children when developing holistically. Book Trust (2024) discusses how storytelling has a role in developing a child’s literacy, knowledge and behaviour. Storytelling can prepare children for learning to read and write whilst also supporting a child’s emotional development through empathy, thus allowing them to be open to the world around them. This is linked to Froebel’s theory as the practitioner was singing the repetitive sections in the traditional and digital story which according to Bruce (2012), singing these can provide an emotional link to the story for children. This type of engagement in the early years can provide a strong foundation for a child’s future whilst developing their thinking and communication skills. Stem Learning (2024) believe that allowing the children to explore digital literacy is an important factor in providing a holistic education for children whilst allowing them to confidently navigate the digital world safely in childhood and beyond. Unicef (No Date) agree with this statement and discuss how digital literacy is essential for children of all ages in an ever-growing digital world. When focusing on repetition, onomatopoeia and intonation in storytelling, it is important to consider how they differ throughout traditional and digital storytelling, and this analysis will investigate that in further depth. 

1000 Days (No Date) discusses how a child’s brain grows more quickly during the first 1000 days than any other time during their life, which is why storytelling is important for babies pre-birth as well as once they are born. Story books for early years are quite illustrative which provides children with a link between language and expressive arts. Zero to Three (2010) discuss how early language acquisition is connected to the growth and development of those brain regions. The more language they are exposed to can help to develop this area of the brain further. Teaching English (No Date A) discusses repetition in storytelling and how it offers scaffolding that facilitates the acquisition of structures, pronunciation, and collocations. Repetition of sounds and gestures that correspond with or elucidate spoken words can also aid language acquisition. According to Ard (1989), David Crystal believes that repetition is essential for improving memory and reinforcing linguistic patterns, both of which help children comprehend and remember new vocabulary. As seen in the activity by the practitioner, repetition of the sounds of the water, grass, mud, etc, was used during the traditional and digital storytelling which would aid the children’s learning and literacy. As seen in the video of the practitioner delivering the traditional story, the practitioner would stop in their own time to ask the children questions to provide the children with a chance to respond. The practitioner also encouraged the children to read along on the sections that used repetition for the children to be involved in the storytelling. Oracy in storytelling is important according to Voice 21 (2024) as they believe that oracy increases a child’s engagement, well-being and confidence. With the repetition, the children are more likely to remember what comes next so therefore would have more confidence to be involved. In comparison to this, the digital storytelling was more difficult to allow the children a chance to be involved orally without stopping and starting the video. In future, the practitioner could look at involving the children to stop and start the digital video to allow the children the opportunity to become more involved digitally and with the digital world through choosing options. Reading and numeracy should be the cornerstones of education in every school in Wales, according to the Welsh Government (2013). Book Trust (2024) believe that it is important to link storytelling into the curriculum as it has many factors that allow a child to develop and learn holistically. They also discuss how storytelling can help support a child’s physical development through developing fine motor skills. This can be seen more during the digital story as the practitioner was up on their feet and doing the repetitive movements, as well as the children being able to see the movements digitally on the screen. This can link into the repetition in the story as the more the same movement is done throughout, then the more confidence the children will have to participate in the physical movements and remember this. The digital story enabled the practitioner to have free hands and therefore able to participate freely in repetitive movements. 


Cambridge (2024) define onomatopoeia as a word that is the same as the sound it makes. Laing (2019) discuss how many babies and infants use an onomatopoeic word as part of their first words as they are easier to remember for them. ‘We’re Going on a Bear Hunt’ uses repetition of the onomatopoeic words throughout the story. When comparing both stories, the practitioner was able to provide more animation to their voice when using the traditional method as the voice of the story was their own, whereas in the digital story, the animation of voices was mainly by the animator on the screen. You could see the practitioner was uncomfortable with this as they could not provide as much animation as they could have with no additional sound. Some practitioners may be less comfortable with digital literacy and in this instance, training could be available to build confidence and knowledge for practitioners. It should be noted that some other practitioners may not be able to change their voices to adapt to the story, this could therefore result in a lack of engagement from the children, which could then allow them to lose concentration. In this instance, a digital story may be more beneficial to the children. In hindsight, the practitioner could have turned the sound off to animate the story themselves or could have only used some physical movements, rather than speaking, and allowed the children to listen to the animator on the screen to provide less stimulation and more concentration for the children. In the traditional storytelling, the practitioner was animated and engaging the children in the onomatopoeic words. Child Development Institute (2022) discusses how research has shown that utilising the use of onomatopoeic words when speaking to children can aid in developing their speech. This is because it is engaging, and children are more likely to respond better when sounds are used over just words. They also discuss how people in general tend to alter their pitch and tone of voice when using onomatopoeic words, which can be more engaging to children than using a regular pitch and tone. It is a positive way to engage children and aid the development of their language skills. 

Intonation was another strategy used by the practitioner throughout both stories and Teaching English (No Date B) describe intonation as the way things are said, rather than what has been said. They believe this is important when developing a child’s communication and understanding of expressions. Ard (1989) discusses David Crystal’s theory and how it is not always what is said, but more how it has been said. During the traditional storytelling, the practitioner changes the tone of their voice when going back to the repetitive paragraph. This would allow the children to maintain their engagement levels in the story. Liu (2022) discusses how pitch and intonation is one of the first techniques that we can use with babies and children to change or emphasize the meaning of words, which therefore has an impact on the way a child can develop their literacy and oracy skills. When using a digital story, it is allowing the children the opportunity to watch a variety of different backdrops and listening to different voices and sounds that they would not usually have when having a story from a traditional book, which is a way in promoting digital literacy skills. During the section where the bear appeared in the traditional story, the practitioner really emphasized the words used to describe the bear that had appeared which is a strong use of positive intonation. This would excite the children and allow them to maintain a high level of engagement, thus allowing them to remember this section in future. The practitioner also sped up the story when describing the family rushing back to their home and this level of intonation would help to tell the story without needing to understand what exactly was happening. This tone would also promote the children’s oracy and future reading skills and allowing the children to have the confidence to use their own intonation in future. It is important to consider that children do not always listen or engage in storytelling for a variety of reasons, however by having a positive tone to match the story, digital animation, a story with repetition or onomatopoeic words can positively help to engage the children better than without. 


The sources used throughout this assignment are mainly credible and reliable sources. Majority of the sources are within a 10-year time frame and include journals and books by prominent authors in the field, whilst focusing on what was discussed throughout. From this analysis, it can be noted that traditional storytelling and digital storytelling both have positives and negatives, depending on the story and situation. Both can be used, with the correct practice, when developing a child’s oracy and literacy. The practitioner can be more animated and involved when using a traditional story, whereas the natural animation in a digital story can provide children with a different sense of animation, thus introducing them to a different backdrop and intonation of voices. Both types of stories can be used to develop a child’s literacy and oracy when used together and with the relevant training and practitioner. The use of repetition, onomatopoeia and intonation provides a positive storytelling activity for the children involved and can help to aid their language and literacy skills, as well as providing an emotional connection and building the children’s self-esteem and confidence. Adding this into the curriculum can ensure that majority of children will have access to positive storytelling activities, either traditionally or digitally, thus providing a positive experience for the children. 
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