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Introduction
Some of the shifts in modern society are understood to have placed
the individual more centrally in the project of building an identity
and rhoosing courses of action in life. This has led to a modern mor-
al panic concerning “problem” youth and the problems of youth. The
roots of informal education outdoors are based in a moral panic of the
late Victorian era. A concern for a social decline amongst the working
classes, in particular a rise in the values of self interest and focussed
on young men, coupled with a concern for the fitness of the British
army, largely made up of these young men, led to several influential
“moral entrepreneurs” developing early forms of outdoor education
to tackle these issues. 1 will suggest that informal education is again
drawing on these early roots in outdoor education to respond to mod-
srn social issues concerning young people.

] will argue that the meanings and values attached to the organi-
sations involved in these endeavours, state, private and voluntary, and
the activities that were used as the content of their
specific to that Victorian culture in that time and
will suggest that the organisations and activities

the structure of
programmes were
place, However, 1
sisted in some form and are involved in and used as ve-
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have aften pe: a
hicles for personal development today. Sometimes the meanings and

angas

values that they hold persist with them despite the cultural ci
in the society within which they operate: Sometimes the meanings
and values change but the same activities are practised as tradition
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