COVID-19

Slide 1

COVID-19 has dominated the world for nearly a year, suspending the travel and tourism industry and costing two million lives worldwide. In order for everyone to get through this Pandemic, we all must follow the current Government advice, which is to stay home, protect the NHS and save lives. (3) (11)
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In question to the debate “transportation is a risk to your health; this would be agreeable. Travelling during a health emergency is not recommended. Too many people are dying with hospital admissions rising exponentially. The current global milestone of two million deaths makes everyone realise the sheer consequence of complacency. The image of graves on the right was taken in Brazil. Let that sink in. For the sake of yourselves and others, stay at home. (8) (13)
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The UK Government has now introduced travel corridors. This means that if you travel into England from certain countries, you will not have to self-isolate. However, from 18th January 2021 at 4am, these have been suspended. This means that anyone entering the UK after this date must self-isolate for ten days. Travellers must have proof of a negative COVID test to travel to England. The new variants detected in South America and South Africa has meant it is too dangerous for borders to remain open. If they did, thousands more may die. Currently, there are 3.47 million cases and 91,470 deaths. This figure is within 28 days of a positive test result. 89,243 deaths are recorded with COVID-19 on the death certificate. This is expected to rise over the coming weeks, however. There is only one reasonable explanation to stop these cases rising. Do not travel. We all must do it to get through it. (2) (5) (12) (9)
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A personal experience that was found regarding the seriousness of this virus found that it doesn’t matter who you are or what age you are. A middle-aged lady was hospitalised because of COVID-19. Her family and friends along with NHS staff thought she was showing improvement on certain days. On 16th January, she was buried. To avoid these unnecessary tragedies, travel must be halted. The health of the population matters more than money making. A familiar quote among many is your health is your wealth. There is a picture of a man getting breathing support from a ventilator. This is the realisation of the world currently. Everyone must play their part so that images like these can be eradicated. It is now reported in England that a patient is admitted to hospital every 30 seconds. Some people still think they can have house parties and socialise together even during this crisis and travel around freely. Stop this now. (15)
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For people coming from Ireland or further afield who need to fly, what is now being witnessed on airplanes make the public realise why the country is in the state it’s in. Everyone has to maintain social distance whilst in the airport, however, when onboard the airplane, everyone seems to be mixing. This does not make sense. Airlines should have minimised the number of passengers onboard and left seats empty to comply with regulations. Yet another reason why transportation is a risk to your health currently. (4)
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The news that the UK is undergoing the biggest vaccination programme in NHS history is fantastic news, but that still doesn’t give the right for travel to resume. The population of the UK is estimated to be 67,886,011. Vaccination programmes take time to distribute, so complacency isn’t an option. A fear that many scientists have is that some of the population will think that this is over and that there isn’t anything to worry about. Big mistake. An article from The Telegraph states that COVID may continue to circulate for years even with the circulation of vaccines. There have been mass reports of COVID breaches across the UK, with one standing out in Bristol, England. Reports of more than 600 breaches were reported around the city. The "most significant" one was a party on 15th January involving dozens of students in halls on Frogmore Street a force spokesman said. For the frontline NHS staff working relentlessly every day, this is an insult. The figures are there. As a consequence of these actions, unfortunately, more will die. Mothers, fathers, brothers, sisters, sons, daughters. (6) (7) (1)
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Additionally, this graph shows just how much of a rise there is of COVID-19 across the UK. On the 18th January 2021, there were 37,535 positive cases. Where are they coming from? The population is under a stay-at-home order. It shouldn’t be happening. If travel and transportation is opened again during this time, everyone can be sure that deaths will continue to occur. Just do what you’re told. 
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Realisation. This is what COVID-19 is doing to people all across the world. Some people fail to understand this. With the UK keeping their borders open when the virus started to spread from China, allowing Cheltenham to run as scheduled etc counted for thousands of deaths. This is a picture of an ER nurse in the US. She documented her experience with COVID-19 every day to show her progress. Three weeks later, she was dead, leaving behind a devoted family. Common sense needs to start coming through to everyone now, because this is not a joke. May she rest in peace. (17)

Slide 9
In conclusion, transportation is a risk to your health, and I hope you all can see this. Remember, hands, face, space. Thank you. (14)
Questions

1. Shane, regarding your point on “taking the bus, train or other option is safe, how can that be the case with the threat of COVID-19. We know that the virus can still spread in enclosed spaces like buses and trains. Do you not think that citizens should avoid public transport for the foreseeable future until death rates come down?

2. Benie, I understand that mental health is a massive issue in 2021. However, we still have the ability to talk to people facetime friends and family, something that wasn’t made available so many years ago. I feel that if travel resumed and there was another surge in COVID cases, initiating another lockdown, mental health would deteriorate even more. Do you agree?

3. Tania, phycological benefits are made available to us even during this Pandemic. We can go out for fresh air and clear our heads whilst keeping safe at the same time. Why would we risk transportation being resumed and potentially catching a deadly virus that could incapacitate us?


Meeting Notes

Debate Question:     Travel and transportation is a risk to your health


10th January 2021

The first meeting we had was on 10th January 2021. This was attended by Joshua Wilson, Amy Harris and Anna Szulc. Discussions were under way into what topic we were going to research in order to feed it back to the team in the coming week. Everyone involved thought it was done in a professional manner with all aspects taken into consideration. For example, Joshua researching COVID, Amy Harris researching pollution and Anna on terrorism. This allowed for some clarity when attending the next meeting.




17th January 2021

On 17th January 2021, Robert was taken ill. Unfortunately, he won’t be able to attend the debate on 21st January 2021.

Later that evening, the remainder of the group met via a Microsoft Teams Call to discuss what we were talking about and who had each role.

The following topics and roles have been chosen and bestowed upon seven group members. The team is split up into two. One consisting of four and the other, three. They are:

1. Proposer: Amy Evans – NoiseAGREE TO DEBATE QUESTION 

2. Seconder: Amy Harris – Pollution
3. Chair: Joshua Wilson – COVID-19
4. Summer up: Anna Szulc - Terrorism

1. Proposer: Tania Palomino – Psychological benefitsOPPOSE IT

2. Seconder: Robert – absent
3. Chair: Benie Kipulu – Mental health 
4. Summer up: Shane Lewis Buckland – Financial implications – UK Economy

Everyone was in attendance except Amy Evans, Robert Rubint and Benie Kipulu. Amy and Robert had explained why they weren’t in attendance. 

We discussed further into the debate and acknowledged the areas and order everyone was going to take. This took time and effort, but since we could only do this virtually, it makes it more difficult. Everyone took their turn to speak and allowed for a civil discussion about the debate on 21st.

18th January 2021

Our final meeting as a team occurred on this date. There were some conflicts of interest to start the debate regarding the time management of each topic area and the suitability of questions being prepared, however, this was resolved in a professional and dignified manner.

Overall, we stuck together greatly as a group. We all knew this was an important presentation, so we had to work effectively together to ensure the end result was great. Contribution was made throughout with every point commented on by team members. We are all now confident that we will successfully carry out this presentation on 21st January and make our voices heard.
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