Assessment 2	SJSI6022	1401998
Choose 3 images of ONE group at risk of exclusion and critically reflect upon these representations and how they might be interpreted by society.

This assessment focuses on 3 images - the first one is from the Labour Manifesto from 2010, the second one is of an American sitcom, known as Family Guy and then the third and final one is also of an American sitcom, Modern Family. All three images express what the three images are aimed at presenting and how each group within the image could be at risk of exclusion (Pierson, 2009).
Image 1: Labour Manifesto 2010
This image is taken from the Labour Manifesto from 2010, it shows a married couple and their children.
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(Labour Manifesto, 2010).

This image represents the ‘ideal family’, this is a typical family unit, heterosexual married couple and 2 children, an older boy and a baby girl. The boy is on his father’s shoulders and the mother is holding the little girl. The image shows that they are on an evening walk in a scenic rural part of the country, overlooking a sunset. This image suggests it is a 1950’s style family, where the father is the main ‘breadwinner’ and the mother is the one that looks after the children and stays at home. During further examination of the photo, it would suggest that the father works in a 9-5 job, due to them being out on an evening walk, the colours are very bold, so it is unclear to say if they are wealthy or a middle-class family with their clothing; but, the colours that are used suggests a ‘feminist’ approach, due to the man being blue, the woman being red/pink and the children being purple, it outlines the importance of these individual’s (Walters, 2005). The mother is possibly made excluded from society, due to the family living in a rural part of the country, there may not be many activities and clubs to take the children too, so her time would be spent doing typical ‘mother roles’, such as, shopping, cleaning, making food, looking after the children etc., while the father gets to go to work everyday and interact with familiar faces (Pierson, 2009).
The 1950’s concept of a family is a ‘social group that is characterised by common residence, economic cooperation and reproduction’ (Murdock, 1949); this would include a mother and father whom are cohabiting and married, with two or more children which are their own. Whereas, Farlax (2011) suggests that a family is ‘all members of the family living under one roof’; for instance, grandparents, step-parents, married couples, children, co-residency, same-sex couples and even friends. Over the last couple of decades, the definition of a family is changing, has are family structures. Statistics within Wales and England are showing that in 2010 that married couples with dependent children was at 3,964, by 2016 that had just risen by an extra 50 couples (Office of National Statistics, 2017); it also stated that there were 2,441 lone parents with dependent children in 2010 and this had also risen a staggering 1,102 individual’s by 2016; whereas, there were only 904 cohabiting couples with dependent children and by 2016, this had risen up to 1,060.

Image 2: Family Guy
Family Guy is an American sitcom for adults, which first aired on television in 1999.
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(Family Guy, 1999)
This image represents a 1990’s family layout – with a father and mother, with three children and a family dog. Again, this layout is prohibited to the women of the household on one side and the men on the other. The father is of a larger size, while he has quite an attractive wife – it shows in this image that the father may be the main ‘breadwinner’ again, where the mother stays at home and looks after the children. The woman is hugging the man, which would suggest she is rather proud and very affectionate towards him, while the man cradles a pint of beer – they seem like a relatively happy married couple. 
They have two teenage children and one baby. The teenage boy seems very happy, he looks very much like his father which would suggest that he would be happy with life if he could achieve what his father has achieved, which does not seem like much; whereas, the teenage daughter seems miserable and ashamed of her family – which would suggest that she does not want to follow in her parents footsteps, she would want to achieve much higher than they have. 
The baby, seems to not like his father very much, due to him carrying a ‘toy gun’ and looking at his father the way he does, it looks like he resents his father and he is not very happy about the way he is cradling his ‘mother’ – due to her being a stay at home parent, maybe, she still breastfeeds him and he has more of a connection to his mother than the father, especially with him working. The family ‘dog’ would be a typical member of the family but due to him being an animal he may not be seen by society as a member by blood – but, this is an adults cartoon series, so due to the dog also having an alcoholic drink in his paw suggests that he is also fed up of the household, just like the teenage daughter. It would suggest that they are a working-class family. Society could betray the father has an alcoholic and that him and his son are overweight, this could exclude the family from society (Pierson, 2009), due to them not being invited anywhere – if they are not invited anywhere neither would any of the other family members. Gittens (1993) definition of a family are one or more adults, who have responsibilities of looking after children. 

Image 3: Modern Family
This image is taken from the American sitcom Modern Family, the title pretty much sums up what the sitcom is about and how it focuses on the 21st Century families.
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(Modern Family, 2009)

This image shows a representation of three different families within the 21st Century. It shows a remarriage, a heterosexual couple and a gay couple, all of them with children.
Starting from the left, the first couple shows a much older man, with a younger Latino woman with her son. This image represents a re-marriage. The 3 of them look very happy, again the man seems to be the main ‘breadwinner’ with him being very much older than the woman, she seems to be dressed in designer makes, which would suggest that he has a very high paid job. The boy is slightly over weight for his age, this would state that he is not very active for his age and is probably a child that enjoys staying in on computer games and/or a ‘couch potato’ (Palmer, 2015). This family could be excluded from society due to the man and woman having such different age gaps and society thinking she could be just after him for his money (Pierson, 2009). This man has obviously taken on the little boy has his own.
The middle family, shows a typical family – married heterosexual couple and 3 children. They all look happy, the father is standing at the back with his arms around his wife and one of his children, showing his wedding ring off proudly; they seem like a happily married husband and wife. It is quite hard in this image to suggest who is the main ‘breadwinner’ and who is the main ‘caregiver’, maybe they both share the responsibilities equally. They have three children, 2 daughters and one son, the son being the youngest. Their clothing suggests that they are a middle-class family and that they are very proud of what they have achieved in life. It looks like the man wanted a son, so after the second daughter was born he wanted to try for a son, a typical man thing to do. The children seem completely different, the oldest daughter is wearing a short skirt, which would suggest that she is at that age where she is more interested in boys and she looks, than schooling, whereas, the middle child is more conservative and probably is not at that age where boys interest her, and the son seems like a typical boy, due to him sporting a football top and wearing running trainers. It is hard to decipher whether this family would be excluded from society has they seem to be the ‘perfect, happy family’, but that is what we are socially constructed to believe is right ‘family’ within society (Lock and Strong, 2010). 
The third and final family, is of a gay married couple. The image shows the couple standing very close and with one of the men having his arm around his husband, while the other man holds their child. The way they are dressed you can tell who works and who does not, the man on the left is the main ‘breadwinner’ with him wearing a waistcoat which would suggest he has an ‘important’ job, whereas, the man on the right is wearing a jumper, this would suggest he is the main caregiver to their child. It is not biologically possible for two males to have a baby, which would state that the baby they have is adopted or from a surrogate mother; so, it could be said that gay parents have much more added pressure and options on how to conceive a child, this can add financial and emotional strain on them (Giddens, 2006). 
LGBT community are of risk of exclusion in society due to being gay is of a minority group, whereas being heterosexual there are many more of them. This shows through the Equality Act, due to them being a protected characteristic (Gov, 2010); furthermore, they are protected due to the community being discriminated against and prejudiced. Even though they could be excluded through others, they also could feel personal feelings of exclusion because they are exploring a sexuality that could confuse the individual and it is not seen as a ‘normal lifestyle’ (Pierson, 2009). A man can feel as if he is not masculine enough because he is not one of the lads who is attracted to girls, so due to his sexuality he may find it hard to befriend straight men for fear of ridicule (Walters, 2005). For gay parents, they may often fear that their child may be bullied because of their parent’s relationship.
Same-sex couples living with dependent children in 2010 was 2 according to Office of National Statistics (2017); whereas, in 2016 it had just risen to 7. It has risen nicely over the years, maybe in the next decade it would rise further with the increase of LGBT marriages according to the Office of National Statistics (2017).
The first two images – Labour Manifesto (2010) and the Family Guy (1999) – focuses on the ‘traditional family’ (Murdock, 1949), this is seen has a ‘heterosexual married couple, taking care of their offspring’. The ‘ideal’ family setting would be 2:4, but the Family Guy (1993) image shows 3 children, so maybe this image is moving away from the ‘traditional nuclear family’ slightly (Murdock, 1949).
In both images one and two, the father is shown as the ‘main breadwinner’, while the woman is the ‘main caregiver’ (Holden, 2001) – before, the Second World War, women were just seen has a ‘housewife and carer for the children’ and nothing more, they were their to serve the ‘man of the households’ needs, same with the children and they were also seen to look after the household. During, the Second World War, society seen a slight change in ‘what a woman’s role was’, after the men returned home from the war, women were thought to go back to their ‘caring roles’ of what they were doing before the war. During, the 1960/70’s women were telling their daughters what their role was during the war and how they had become the ‘main breadwinners’ and how their ‘horizons had been very limited’ afterwards (BBC, 2018). 
The 1970’s saw a huge change and ‘feminist groups’ were formed for gender inequality – ‘campaigning for more rights and greater opportunities saw every more women aware of their potential and the need for change’ (BBC, 2018).  Moving within the 21st century, women are starting to be seen more equal, women are now working the same has men but, women are still seen has the ‘main caregiver’ for children according to Parke (2013). When the Equality Act (2010) came into force, the act brought out a legislation that women were to be paid equal has men but, with women their gender is still an issue, many companies refine hiring women due to their sex and the ability to carry a child, if they were to have a child within that company, the company would have to pay them maternity leave, whereas with a man they would only need the minimum paternity leave which is normally two weeks (Parke, 2013). So, even with this protected characteristic in force, many companies are still abiding by the rules and sexually exploiting women for their gender. 
The third and final image – Modern Family (2009) – shows three different families, these families are seen has a ‘non-traditional family’ within society (Giddens, 2006). The image shows a blended; a nuclear – but with both parents working – and a homosexual family. 
A blended family is known has a remarriage including children from previous marriages (Giddens, 2006) – because, blended families have previous history with their ex-spouses, history can be passed over to the new marriage, meaning that they could have marital problems within the new relationship. The first family show a child within the family, children within blended families often struggle sharing their parents, especially their mother with their new husband, this can make the child resent their new ‘father figure’ even more (Giddens, 2006). This image does not show if the father has any children, but due to the man being much older than the woman would suggest that the mans children now are of adult age, meaning that the child would not resent his other siblings due to them not living within the household. If there were to be younger siblings living within the house hold, research suggests that the child could resent and act out and be naughty due to him not having the affection and love off their mum (Giddens, 2006). 
The nuclear family is the most common ‘traditional family’ within society (Murdock, 1949) – it consists of ‘two heterosexual parents and children’. According to Giddens (2006) within the western world this is the ‘ideal family structure’ to raise children. They will have the support and love of two parents rather than one in a lone parent family structure – children would have a much better upbringing due to their being much better financial lifestyle, the children can have what they want, and they would probably be able to spend more quality family time on days out and family holidays. 
According to the National Office of Statistics (2018), there are more children living within a married family, than there are children living within a lone parent household, but figures do show that lone parent families are on the rise within Britain.  
A homosexual family consists of two adults of the same sex, with either an adopted or IVF child (Giddens, 2006) – according to Murdock (1949) and his ‘traditional family’ type, this family structure would not have been acceptable within the 20th century but, moving into the 21st suggests that more and more homosexual couples are making an appearance within today’s society. 
Research from Office of National Statistics (2017) shows that over the last 10 years there has been a rise in homosexual families, in 2006 there was none, but now the statistics are showing 6 with dependent children and 28 without dependent children. Due to the Equality Act (2010) being put into place, every single member of society has to be treated ‘equally’, the LGBT community are now known has a ‘protected characteristic’, this would suggest that they are also not seen has equal within society, but there has been a huge change within the last 50 years with this community, so maybe the next 50 years will see them more equal within society again.
To conclude, family structures come in many different variations within the 21st century but, many theorists would still argue that the one and only family structure that works and withholds a society is the ‘traditional nuclear family’ (Murdock, 1949). Throughout this assessment it is seen that there are many new family structures, according to image 3 (Modern Family, 2009) – and statistics are showing that these new family structures will be rising in the next decade or so, has proven with the last decade (Office of National Statistics, 2016). 
With the Equality Act (2010) being put into place, the number of homosexual families being a protected characteristic has seen this family type on the rise since (Office of National Statistics, 2018). 
The last decade has seen a massive change in legislation for women and families alike, it is now more acceptable for women to go out and get a job; and they would not be discriminated against for doing so. There are now more women in work than there has been in the last century alone, women are finally working on their carers instead of settling down and have a family at an early age, according to Parke (2013). 
Murdock (1949) definition, needs to be updated to the 21st century standards of ‘what a family is’. With us living within a new western cultural society, times are changing. 
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