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AIM(S)

· The dissertation provides an opportunity for students to produce a substantial body of work which has been instigated, developed and produced as a consequence of their own initiative. The dissertation normally arises from individual interest or from a professional internship period, but will require the student to undertake an independent research investigation. 

· In this context it will also aim to allow the student to apply a range of analytical skills and techniques and to develop research based skills by undertaking structured and methodical research.  

LEARNING OUTCOMES

Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to demonstrate the ability to:

1. Develop a suitable and appropriate research proposal.

2. Appraise critically the literature pertaining to a problem domain.

3. Evaluate, select and apply relevant research techniques in both primary and secondary fields. 

4. Analyse rigorously the evidence gathered.

5. Generate and justify appropriate conclusions based on the previous analyses, demonstrating awareness of the limitations of the research.

6. Produce an organised and structured document that adheres to academic convention.

INDICATIVE CONTENT

· Developing and structuring a research proposal: problem identification, formulating aims/hypotheses, sampling, ethical issues and the practicalities of design.

· Research principles and approaches (e.g. the research process, purpose, sources of data including primary/secondary research, quantitative/qualitative data, objective/hypothesis formation, reliability, validity, generalisability)

· Research design strategies, (e.g. action research, experiments, surveys, case studies, ethnography), their advantages and limitations, and their suitability to a variety of research contexts.

· Data collection & sampling methods (e.g. interviews, questionnaires, observation), and their advantages and limitations in a variety of contexts.   

· Data analysis of both qualitative and quantitative information, including the use of appropriate computer software, e.g. SPSS, Survey Monkey.

· Development of documentation for academic dissertations.

· Subject-specific content as required.

LEARNING AND TEACHING STRATEGY

Given that the aims and learning outcomes are to be achieved through independent study, the learning strategy is mainly student-driven; students will be expected to manage and implement their own research programme of study throughout the academic year.  However, each student will be allocated a dissertation supervisor who will see him or her on a regular tutorial basis (typically weekly throughout the academic year) in order to monitor research progress and provide support and guidance.

Students will participate in an intensive research methodology programme at the commencement of the module.  They will consider the variety of research methodological paradigms in the context of their own research study, which will support their production of a 1,500-2000 word research proposal. 

In addition to the subject-specialist advice provided by supervisors, throughout the remainder of the year there will be occasional lectures to provide the general support for the development and structure of the dissertation documentation and IT workshops to support computer analysis of data, etc.  Guidelines and progress deadlines will be given to students at appropriate times of the year in order to facilitate continued progress.  Details of all dissertation procedures and processes will be outlined in a Dissertation Handbook given to each student at the start of the module.

The allocation of teaching to deliver the module is:

	Activity type
	Hours
	Percentage

	Scheduled learning
	40
	10%

	Independent learning
	360
	90%

	Placement learning
	
	

	TOTAL
	400
	100%


ASSESSMENT

Description of each assessment component and its weighting, together with an example for new forms of assessment:

Assessment Component 1 – 10%

A written research proposal (coursework, 1,500-2000 words) detailing the background to the study, the research objectives, research methods, planning/resources and ethical considerations.

Exemplar

Identify an area of study, relevant to your degree pathway, in which you would like to conduct your own research for your BA final year research Dissertation. Produce a dissertation research proposal in which you introduce and justify your chosen research.  The document should be approximately 1,500-2,000 words and contain the following sections:

1.  INTRODUCTION TO THE PROPOSED RESEARCH 

· Give your research a working title.

· Describe clearly the background to the subject area of study.  This should involve a mini critical review of the literature pertaining to your research topic (diverse sources such as academic, governmental and industrial literature).  Ensure that all literature sources identified are referenced correctly (use the Harvard system of referencing, and append a bibliography).

· Provide the reader with an understanding of the field in which your study lies and an idea of where and how your study fits into this field.  In other words, you must justify a rationale for the study, based on the literature review.  Why is the research worth doing? Is it topical, interesting, controversial and applied in a new context, etc.? Have there been similar studies? Is there a gap?

· If relevant, introduce the industry/organisation/context that is being investigated.

· Define one overarching aim of the study (the research purpose). Construct a series of objectives that specify what you will do to achieve the aim (typically 3 or 4 objectives).  The objectives represent major components that direct your activity, i.e. to breakdown the study into identifiable sub-tasks. Ensure that they are SMARTly phrased, incorporating higher order verbs (to analyse…, to evaluate…, to design and develop… etc.).

2.  RESEARCH METHODS 

· Identify and justify the research methods that you will use to gather your data and/or evaluate your results. This may include:

· Research philosophy and approach (positivism or phenomenology? Induction or deduction? Quantitative or qualitative?)

· Research strategy (action research, experiment, case study, survey, etc.)

· The study population and sample (who are they, do you have access?)

· Data collection methods for each objective (interview, questionnaire, observation, document review, etc.).

· Reliability and validity

· Identify risks/limitations/ethical/legal issues and ways that you might deal with those risks. Append an ‘Ethics Approval’ form detailing the issues.

· How will you analyse the data/evaluate your results? (e.g. SPSS, Survey Monkey, content analysis, qualitative data matrix etc.) 

3.  RESOURCES & PLANNING 

· Identify any resources required (computer systems, application packages and specialist equipment, access to journals).
· Construct a Gantt chart that demonstrates evidence of project planning and management. Identify the timescales for each component of the study. 

Assessment Component 2 – 90%

A written Dissertation (coursework, approximately 10,000 words) 

Exemplar titles

· Political marketing: policy or propaganda?  An evaluation of the motivations of the UK electorate. 

· An analysis of the impact of volunteer tourism in the developing world: a case study of Sri Lanka 

· A critical analysis of marketing practice at Swansea City Football Club

· Swansea leisure and sports development services:  an effective system for sustainability and success? 

· A critical analysis of safe gambling in the online environment

· Corporate social responsibility during economic recession: a case study of Primark

· An investigation into the importance of working capital management within the SME sector during economic recession

Assessment Summary

	Activity type
	Percentage

	Written exam
	

	Coursework
	100%

	Practical
	

	TOTAL
	100%
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