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‘Standing on the shoulders of Giants’: Understanding ‘The Enlightenment’.
HPHI 5014 and HPHI 6014 (Level 5 and 6 : 20 Credits)
Block One: September 18th-October 12th 2018
(10am-1pm, Arts 04)

[image: image2]
Tutor: Doctor Lester Mason

l.mason@uwtsd.ac.uk
AIMS:
 To encourage students to acquire a broad knowledge and understanding of the themes and concepts that emerges from a study of the Enlightenment in Europe and North America.  

 To help students acquire a broad knowledge of the historiographical developments that has influenced approaches to, and the understanding of, the history of the Enlightenment period in Europe and North America.

  To provide students with understanding of the significance of the Enlightenment movement, and more general, an understanding of European society in the 18th century. 

 To enable students to explore the various ideas, debates, and controversies that the Enlightenment unleashed on European society.

LEARNING OUTCOMES:
By the end of the module students should be able: 
 Demonstrate a knowledge and understanding of the various ideas and intellectual movements of the Enlightenment and demonstrate a knowledge of the primary intellectuals of the Enlightenment. 
 Critically engage with the various ideas, views, and prejudices of the Enlightenment. 
 Critically appraise a range of extracts and readings taken from the primary texts of the Enlightenment.
 Position Enlightenment ideas and views within the context and culture of 18th century European society.
CONTENT: 
This module will evaluate the movement that enlightened the intellectual, political, scientific, military, and artistic life of 18th century Europe and America. Through a variety of primary source material from such luminaries as Voltaire, Rousseau, Gibbon, Johnson, Wollstonecraft, and Hume, the essence and tone of Enlightenment thought will be discussed in depth. The determination of such figures to venerate the ancients and classical antiquity will be examined – ‘To stand on the shoulders of giants’ – as well as the critique of both religion and the divine right of rulers that characterised much of the philosophy of the period. The understanding and evaluation of primary material remains a core teaching element here, and each session will include at least one text from the period. It is the aim of this course to present as many examples of primary source material as possible, either through on-line facilities or ‘hard copy’. Most primary source books and anthologies are expensive publications, so every effort will be made to provide these sources for free. The two main anthologies for primary material are:
1. Paul Hyland, et al (eds.) The Enlightenment: A Source book and Reader (Abingdon: Routledge, 2003).

2. Simon Eliot, et al (eds.), The Enlightenment: Texts I and Texts II (Milton Keynes: The Open University, 1992).

The ‘Conflict and War’ element will also refer to a collection of primary source material, and again these will be made available to the student. The main source for this will be:

Armstrong Starkey, War in the Age of Enlightenment (London: Praeger, 2003). 

Other subjects to be covered in this module include attitudes to crime and punishment and to nature and society in general. An historical survey of the period will also allow a study of the political implications of the movement, with particular attention given to events in revolutionary France and America. 
TEACHING SESSIONS:
1. Introduction: The Essence and Tone of Enlightenment thought and ideas. To bring light, clarity, order, reason to the pursuits of man, in all their variety – these lofty aims will be examined and quantified during this first session, via the thoughts and judgements of leading Enlightenment figures. Central here will be the thoughts of the German philosopher (well East Prussian to be exact!) Immanuel Kant when he posed the question: ‘What is Enlightenment’ (1784). In this early dialogue on the module and on the Enlightenment it is becoming clear that as well as the general essence and tone, the movement is also about individuals. Kant has already been referred to, but in our examination of what Enlightenment actually means, other leading lights (or philosophe) will be discussed. The French thinker and writer Denis Diderot examines the role of these 18th Century ‘celebrities in ‘Encyclopedia’ (1755). Other primary source material to be analysed include John Locke on ‘Human Understanding’ and David Hume on ‘Human Nature’.
2. Aspects of the Enlightenment in France: The Limits of Absolute Monarchy. The ‘absolute’ nature of Bourbon rule in France at the time seems at odds with the ideals of the Enlightenment movement, and was it ever so. The leading French Enlightenment thinkers such as Diderot, Montesquieu, Voltaire, and Rousseau, et al, expressed their views under the threat of exile or worse! Voltaire was exiled to England from 1726 until 1728, and perhaps it is no coincidence that he chose to live his final years at Ferney near the Swiss border. As well as an historic overview of France in the eighteenth century this session will also examine French society and the limits imposed by ‘absolute’ rule. The second part will look at the Encyclopedie  - the systematic dictionary of the sciences, arts, and crafts emerging out of the French Enlightenment between 1751-72., and Voltaire’s classic Candide and the ‘Best of Possible Worlds’, his satirical assault on optimism and providence through the misadventures of the eponymous traveller. 
3. Britain and the Enlightenment: An historical survey of 18th Century Britain, including a study of the leading lights of the English and Scottish Enlightenment. Beginning with a survey of constituent parts that made up the British Isles at the time, the module will concentrate on a number of key figures and primary material focussing on the contribution they made to Enlightenment thought and ideas. Among these will be David Hume, Adam Smith, Samuel Johnson, Edmund Burke, Mary Wollstonecraft, and Thomas Paine. The survey will conclude by examining extracts from Edward Gibbon’s Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire. 
4. The ‘Enlightened Despots’: Brandenburg Prussia and Imperial Russia at the time of Frederick the Great and Catherine the Great. The ‘Enlightened Despots’ -  seemingly a contradiction in terms, the influence of these powerful figures on Enlightenment thinking will be discussed, supported by a selection of primary sources; these  include private letters and treatises on, for example, war and conquest, religion, governing, crime and punishment.
5. The Military Enlightenment - A core theme of the course will be conflict and war in the 18th Century (it has been described as ‘warlike age’), through an examination of the revolution in military tactics and technology. The ‘culture of honour’ that pervaded the military life of many Europeans will be analysed, while the ‘field of honour’ will be explored through a case study of the Battle of Fontenoy (1745). Popular uprisings will also be looked at through an examination of the militia systems and the American War of Independence .
6. Aspects of the Enlightenment (1) Law and Order, Punishment and Penal Reform.
Cesare Beccaria:  ‘’Laws required: detailed and dispassionate analysis or ‘geometric precision’’. The practical implications of this statement will be studied as part of an analysis of changing attitudes to crime and punishment in the Enlightenment period. This will also look at the work of John Howard and the process of reform.
7. 
Aspects of the Enlightenment (2) Religion and Humanity: The rise of science and the critique of established religion. We will pose the question: religion in the 18th century was the subject of constant debate and urgent concern; why? Alternative theories on a greater being will be explored, such as the ‘Arguments from Design’ and the work of luminaries such as David Hume. Departures from established religion will also be identified - for example, the Methodist Revival in Britain and America. 
8. Aspects of the Enlightenment (3) Nature and Society: Rousseau and the reconciliation of nature and society; the thoughts of Mary Wollstonecraft. Defining nature in the 18th century – can be found in truth, liberty, wisdom? Can it be defined as human nature or the environment? These profound questions taxed the minds of Enlightenment thinkers throughout the 18th century and beyond. This part of the course will explore their endeavours.  
9.  Europe at the close of the 18th Century: Revolution, Democracy, the American Enlightenment and Reactions to the French Revolution. This session will explore events in America from 1776 and the extent to which they were born out of Enlightenment ideals of democracy and representation. Events in France will also be analysed through the reactions of Britons to the revolution, including those who experienced it first-hand. 
ASSESSMENTS : 
Assessment 1 (for both level 5 and level 6 students): 
THE DEADLINE DATE IS FRIDAY 12TH OCTOBER BY 23.59HRS. 

For this assessment the student will compile a portfolio of 2500 words (worth 50%). The portfolio must consist of two or three pieces of work, and needs to include a primary source analysis and a secondary document report e.g. a book review, or journal article review, relating to an Understanding of the Enlightenment. If a student chooses to analysis three pieces of work, the third piece can either be a primary or secondary document.

As highlighted above a core element of this module will be the analysis of primary material on specific topics. The level of engagement with this type of material will be maintained throughout the course. Examples of primary material that the student may wish to consider include:  
· Immanuel Kant on What is Enlightenment (1784). 

· Frederick the Great’s treatise on how best to rule, entitled the First Servant of the State (1752). 
· An extract from Edward Gibbon’s   Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire (1776).
These are only a few examples; there is a plethora of primary source material to choose from and advice will be given about choosing an appropriate source. The primary document need not be a written piece, but could be an illustration or a work of art from the period.
Along with the primary source analysis, the portfolio must also include a document review of a secondary source (a book or journal article) on The Enlightenment. Again advice will be given about an appropriate subject. Examples of possible secondary sources can be found in the bibliography that accompanies this handbook. Those following the Conflict and War programme may wish consider primary and secondary material relating to the subject of ‘military enlightenment’ or a similar subject that will be discussed during the module sessions.
All parts of the portfolio will count in the overall assessment and mark. Whether a student chooses two or three documents, the mark allocation will be even – totaling 100% for this assessment (50% for the module). The marking will be carried out by the module leader. 
General advice on writing a document analysis:
Specific guidance to analysing a primary source document from the Enlightenment period:

· Establish the provenance or origin of the document, firstly by identifying who it is by and when it was written. This will allow you to gather information regarding the biography of the creator, and from there a degree of context based upon dates and where it was created. As will become apparent on this module, knowledge of the geographical origin of a document e.g. in Paris, Berlin, Edinburgh etc, is a significant factor in assessing its context and significance 

· Try to establish who it was written for – the audience. This is easier said than done, but establishing this fact will help to appreciate its meaning and again its significance. Clues may be present in establishing how the piece was presented at the time – in pamphlet form, in a newspaper, as a treatise etc.

·  What will emerge from this initial examination is a dialogue on the context of the document and its impact upon the Enlightenment movement and on the specific subject matter at hand, whether it be related to Religious thought, the rise of Science, issues around Crime and Punishment, Humanity and Gender etc.

· There may be scope to enrich your contextual analysis of a document by comparing and contrasting with other primary material from the period. For example, an analysis of the private letters of Frederick the Great against his more public instructions.

· Remember, that during your analysis of the document you should not lose sight of the fact that the actual content of the document will need to be assessed. What is the author actually saying? This is closely linked to point two above regarding the audience, and to fully judge the document and the part it played in the progress or otherwise of Enlightenment thought and ideals, a grasp on the content of a written piece from the time is paramount.

Specific guidance to analysing a secondary source on the Enlightenment period:

Many of the questions asked of a primary source are relevant to analyses of secondary works. 

Address the provenance or origin of the work by asking:

· What type of work is it, and who is it written for - e.g. an academic journal etc, an academic book for students and lecturers alike; even ask if it is a book you would find on the High Street, or one restricted to a university library - the cost or even the publisher may prove a significant factor when judging this.
· Who is it written by? Discuss the author. Authors vary in their approach to a subject matter and identifying this is important when assessing the significance of a publication to the historiography of a subject. For example, the historiography of the French Revolution is a rich and varied subject in its self.

· When was it written? As with the author, this is significant if you are to understand the historiographical setting of the work.

· Discuss the actual content or subject matter, in particular, the strengths and weaknesses of the work in relation to our understanding of the Enlightenment. This is a more subjective exercise that will allow you to compare and contrast the work alongside other books and journals. This will develop into a step-by-step analysis of the content of the work, and the main arguments put forward by the author. This also links into the compare and contrast element discussed above – where does it stand alongside other material relating to the subject matter at hand.

· Discuss the worth of the book/article as an academic aid in relation to gaining an understanding of the Enlightenment and its significance; again a subjective exercise, which may involve a compare and contrast element involving other work. 

.

 
‘
Assessment 2:
A 2500 word essay (worth 50% of the credit marks) chosen from the titles listed below. There are separate questions for level 5 and level 6 students.

THE DEADLINE DATE IS FRIDAY 12TH OCTOBER BY 23.59HRS.
LEVEL 5 STUDENTS ESSAY QUESTION CHOICE LIST: 

1. In what ways did the French Encyclopedie reflect the essence and tone of Enlightenment thought and ideals?
2. How society viewed crime and punishment was to change fundamentally during the Enlightenment period. Discuss. 
3. What were the main challenges put forward by Enlightenment thinkers towards established religion?

4. Taking into consideration the frequency of conflict between the great powers in the eighteenth century can this period truly be called ‘a warlike age’?
5. The advances in military tactics and technical innovation during the Enlightenment period can truly be described as revolutionary. Discuss

6. In the decade following the storming of the Bastille in 1789, how did political commentators in England react to events in revolutionary France?  
.
LEVEL 6 STUDENTS ESSAY QUESTION CHOICE LIST:
1. Assess the contribution made by the French Encyclopedie to Enlightenment thought and ideals. Use at least three specific contributions to the publication in your answer.
2. Attitudes to crime and punishment were to change fundamentally during the Enlightenment period. Discuss with reference to the work of John Howard and Cesare Beccaria.
3. Edward Gibbon’s The Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire epitomises the ‘array of attitudes’ that characterised Enlightenment thought. Discuss, with particular attention to attitudes towards established religion and the veneration of the Ancients.
4. Discuss the concept of ‘the culture of honour’ that pervaded military life during the eighteenth century. Is it an ideal that reflected Enlightenment thought and ideas?
5. Events around The Battle of Fontenoy (1745) and the tactics of Maurice of Saxe epitomised ‘Military Enlightenment’ thinking and advances. Discuss.  
6. Assess the reflections made by commentators in England to events in revolutionary France, paying particular attention to the works of Thomas Paine, Edmund Burke, and Mary Wollstonecraft.
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