Did the First World War help or hinder the women’s suffrage movement?
INTRO 
The women's suffrage movement revolutionised the world we live in today, however it was not easy to attain. Before the outbreak of the first world war, the women's suffrage movement consisted of two groups; the National Union of Women's Suffrage Society, often referred to as suffragists, who were the original, more constitutional activists that followed the rules and spread their views using peaceful methods. The Women's Social and Political Union, known more favourably as the suffragettes, were the more militant activists who ignored the laws, choosing instead to stand out, in turn gaining the publicity that was believed to be necessary in order to acquire what they wanted. The first world war played a huge role in the women's suffrage movement, causing altered gender roles and changes in political priorities, which led to debates between historians. According to Pugh, a “simplistic view would see the vote as a reward for loyal wartime service; a more sophisticated version argues for a causal relationship between mass participation in war and the scope of social change thereafter.”  In this essay I aim to show that while the first world war did help to secure an aspect of female suffrage, it was more of a catalyst than a cause, speeding up changes that were already underway thanks to the effort and sacrifices made by the women involved.  	Comment by Lili Burson (2523146): Martin Pugh 
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BEFORE THE WAR 
By the early 20th century, women’s suffrage was a well-established cause in lots of countries, such as England, Wales, Scotland, India and even New Zealand which was “the first country in the British empire to give women the vote.” In Britain, the National Union of Women’s Suffrage Society (NUWSS) was led by Millicent Fawcett, a prominent figure in women's history. As previously said, Fawcett and her society advocated for women rights using peaceful methods such as peaceful marches wearing sandwich boards and holding placards, media and literature, petitioning, public speaking and symbolic slogans such as “courage calls to courage everywhere.”  Another influential woman from this time was E	mmeline Pankhurst, who led the Women's Social and Political Union (WSPU) and whose “campaigning has been recorded in numerous memoirs, together with more scholarly studies and biographies, and in television series.”. Despite having the same goal in mind as the NUWSS, this union focussed on more militant actions such as criminal damage, arson, bombing, heckling MPs, chaining themselves to railings and even ending up in prison. These suffragettes inflicted political discomfort on parliament in the years leading up to the war, but whilst these campaigns did set a base line for enfranchisement, it still was not enough due to the bullheadedness of people in power and the need for the stability of gender norms. Despite the fact that suffragists and suffragettes were gaining visibility, the outbreak of war drastically changed the political context, meaning suffrage campaigns were essentially pushed aside because national attention was focussed on the war effort. This outbreak of hostility can be argued as a hindrance towards the suffrage movement considering that the attention on the advancements that had been made, were effectively deflected and instead focussed on wartime mobilisation. There were fears among activists that the progress would face a major setback due to the severity of war time demands. Both NUWSS and WSPU agreed to suspend their militant campaigning in support of the war effort, with protests stopping and suffragettes who were in prison being released to aid the war work. 	Comment by Lili Burson (2523146): The Times 1911 
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WOMENS WARTIME CONTRIBUTION AND SHIFTS IN PUBLIC PERCEPTIONS 
One of the most well-known ways in which the first world war helped the women's suffrage movement was the change in attitudes towards gender roles. Because of the excessive number of men that were enlisted into the war, there was a large gap in employment areas such as “engineering - under pressure for munitions – as well as banking, clerical work, the civil service, transport, nursing, and agriculture.” This meant there was an opportunity for women to prove that with “little, or sometimes no, training they could perform industrial jobs hitherto designated as skilled work by men.” Between “July 1914 and July 1918 the number of women employed in Britain rose by 1,345,000 as a result of the need for substitutes for men drawn into the armed forces.” This contribution had two key outcomes; firstly, it challenged traditional gender stereotypes, proving that women were more than capable to perform the same work as men. This helped quiet the arguments that women were too emotional or unsuited for political life which was a common point made to exclude them from equal rights. By doing jobs that were “previously closed to them, women undermined assumptions about natural gender roles and amplified public recognition of women’s capabilities in domains outside domesticity.” The second outcome that came from women's contribution and shifting public perceptions was that women could use their effort as a rhetorical lever for suffragists, with campaigners pointing out women's patriotic efforts and services could be used as evidence that they deserved political rights that were equal to the men who were off fighting abroad. Collectively, these developments were a key factor in shifting political opinion and enfranchisement for women began to appear. 	Comment by Lili Burson (2523146): Martin Pugh 
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POLITICAL OUTCOMES: PARTIAL SUCCESSES AND LIMITATIONS 
[bookmark: _Int_vX3mzWBf]The suffrage outcome that is most associated with the first world war was of course the legislative reforms, more commonly known as the right to vote. The Representation of the People Act 1918 enfranchised “approximately 8.4 million women – though equality with men was not achieved until the Equal Franchise Act of 1928” because the Representation of the People Act only allowed women over the age of 30 to vote. These reforms were partly war driven outcomes, with political leaders finding it difficult to justify the continuous exclusion of women from the vote after the undeniable proof that they were just as capable as men. The war then created both a moral argument and a political imperative for change. Without the participation of women during the first world war, governments may not have had the ability to extend voting rights as widely as they did because they also made it so that all men above the age on 21 could vote, which previously, “only about 59 percent of adult males had a vote at this time.”  On the downside however, there were still limitations. The Representation of the People Act 1918 did not grant equal suffrage, with the vote being restricted to women over the age of 30, while at the same time allowing all men over the age of 21 the right to vote, regardless of property ownership. This is proof of lingering inequality based on a potential concern for extending political power thanks to the long winding history of our patriarchal society. Despite being important because it secured the vote and proved their worth, the women's suffrage movement was not the accomplishment of complete gender equality.	Comment by Lili Burson (2523146): https://www.savemyexams.com/gcse/history/aqa/16/aqa-thematic-study/revision-notes/britain-power-the-people-c1170-present/equality-and-rights/womens-suffrage-the-first-world-war/?utm_source=chatgpt.com  	Comment by Lili Burson (2523146): Sandra Stanley Holton 
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INTERNAL MOVEMENT TENSIONS AND HINDRANCE 
While the war helped reframe public and political views of women, it also hindered suffrage activism in important ways. The suspension of militant campaigns and the suffrage movement’s change towards war support damaged the suffrage unity. Some suffragists supported national war aims, believing that cooperation with society’s needs would help their cause, painting them as patriotic and good. Some pacifist feminists were against the conflict altogether and removed themselves from mainstream suffrage organisations. This divide weakened collective pressure which had been a big factor in the movement, leading to some activists who might have continued to campaign, to be forced to stop. 	Comment by Lili Burson (2523146): https://read.uolpress.co.uk/read/the-politics-of-women-s-suffrage/section/56c9c879-cbd3-4722-b0d6-2164b42a4a2c?utm_source=chatgpt.com
Furthermore, the employment that women gained from the war was often temporary. Once the men returned from war, women were expected to or sometimes made to leave their jobs so the men could go back to work. Despite the impact that women had on the support given to the country, once the war ended it was widely assumed that there would be a return to normalcy which undermined most of the progress made towards gender roles etc. This in turn created a sort of paradox that the needs of the country during the war expanded women's opportunities and roles, however peaceful outcomes of the war resulted in women losing that freedom, which caused confusion surrounding thoughts about war and equality.
Also, wartime rhetoric didn't automatically get rid of sexism. It was very common for men to support women’s right to vote but only under the idea that it was a reward for the service they gave, rather than an acknowledgement of their capabilities. This meant that while the women's suffrage movement did advance immediately after the war, the underlying cultural bias did not stop and required more feminist activism to overcome the negative ideas. 
CONCLUSION 
In conclusion, i believe it is very clear that the First World War both helped and hindered the women's suffrage movement. On one hand, the war helped to change public opinion, it proved women’s capabilities and created political incentives that did lead to major enfranchisement reforms not only in Britain but globally. The increase in opportunities for women to have roles in labour and service during the war changed people's attitudes towards traditional gender norms and gave suffragists powerful arguments for political equality. On the other hand, the war interrupted planned suffrage campaigning and damaged the movements unity. 
Nonetheless, the evidence proves that the first world war overall did help accelerate women’s suffrage. While pre war activism laid out necessary foundations for the cause, the war solidified the outcomes necessary. The war did not provide an automatic solution to gender inequality but instead created conditions that made the suffrage movement more achievable than it possibly would have been without it. 


