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Legal Issues – Fire Safety in Hotel Industry
A hotel is a place where people from different parts of the stay. They find the hotel a safe place because of its features and services offered to the guests. Guests feel they are being protected and the worst thing that can happen to guests lies within risks associated with fire, theft, terrorism, and natural disaster (Buchman and Abu, 2017). Hotel operating and staff areas are overloaded with ingredients and materials that can ignite fire easily. Hence, taking precautions is a must.
Hotel industries in the United Kingdom rules and legislations established by Hospitality Sector Council UK. It is a collaboration between the government and the hospitality sector that aims to co-create solutions to hotel-related problems regarding rules and legislations and supports in delivering the best information possible for health and safety (FCF, 2017). Additionally, Food and Drug Administration Agency enforces hospitality laws for hotels and restaurants. According to these organisations, hotel employees must thoroughly understand the current regulations and training requirements offered by OSHA and NFPA to prevent fire or what to do in case of fire ignition. Hotels must keep fire preventions machinery, fire exit doors and exits and keep them clear, employees must wear PPE while handling chemicals or combustible materials, trash must be contained and thrown, and must keep sprinklers and extinguishers fresh and clear any blockages (Sierra et. al., 2012). Other regulations include – regular checking of the building and nearby areas to ensure that fire doors are not damaged, or escape routes are clear. Risk assessment should be regular to ensure employees are trained and knowledgeable about fire safety (Fireline UK, 2019). Fire Safety Order and Regulatory Reform Fire Safety Order 2005 are the current laws in England and Wales (GOV.UK, 2022). It states that the responsible person must hold the authority of compliance and if required can nominate a competent  person to avail fire training and maintain compliance with regulations hotel prefer. If any hotel cannot adhere to the rules of FSO then it will result in a fine of up to £5,000 in the magistrate’s court (Walker, 2021). The prosecution holds a person responsible but not the company hence, employees must have enough knowledge to avoid unlimited fines if proven guilty. For example, Tantos Hotel, Bideford in 2011 was ordered to pay £40,000 as fines after being condemned for breaching fire safety regulations because almost 55 guests escaped serious injury after a fire broke out (Manson, 2018).
To avoid fire-related issues hotel must emphasise preventing fire and reducing risk. Employees must take personal responsibility to ensure safety in maintained on the premisses and review fire safety assessments regularly.
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