LovePlay Review:

I personally thought, the elements that held Loveplay together, were the merging of the dating app quotes (modernism) with history.the scenography as George one of the set designers said was “heavily influenced by Ancient Rome and Llansteffan Castle” you could without difficulty base both influences, as they were executed perfectly. I genuinely loved the play, its choice of acting performance, and audience involvement, was amazingly successful. How the actors intentionally made the audience feel awkward, and how the story itself the evolution of love, through the ages. Its depiction of comedy, and lightheartedness relating to hard topics made it enjoyable, rather than overpoweringly brutal. The costumes, were well designed, historical really accurate and aesthetically pleasing. This definitely made the play even more enjoyable, as it showed accurate depictions of eras., moreover the costumes were formfitting, and extremely well with time, as one of the actors left the scene in a nuns outfit, and came back in a renaissance dress. The versatility of the set itself was brilliant, as it was unchanged throughout the play, it showed genuine thought out designing, it worked as well with the spacing the actors used, it showed a balance and unity in set designing and acting performance. The lighting system was differently to traditional plays too. As they used flashlights, to excentuate the godly influences of spirits. As well as sounds, which to me were a little off but worked as well as they could given the circumstances. The changing of sets conducted by actors in a fun and enthusiastically theatric manner, was really cool to watch, as they pretended that rolling a wall away was the best thing they’ve ever done. What was baffling however, was the modern british vernacular english, usage in ancient Rome, this was not done in the elizabethan, renaissance or victorian era, they all implemented the century accurate english vocabulary usage. I felt they could have researched the vocabulary, and slang used in ancient Rome and then implemented / translated it to the era itself. It made it loose the illusion of ancient Roman civilisation. On the bright side I really liked how they showed the variations of hypersexualisation of people, throughout the eras. It moved entirely away from the gender roles and prudish perceptions of those era’s and their depiction in media. The story itself, was vastful, it ranged from the depictions of love throughout the eras, I personally really liked the TV dating show modern depiction of love they used near the final acts. It felt superficial, and honest. I must also add, the inclusivity was flawlessly executed, there was queer depictions of love, and inter-racial. It felt natural, not performative inclusive. I have retained images of the 2 projecting screens on each sides of the set, as they projected dating swipes of historical people, in quirky pickup lines, it was witty but it worked. The other thing I mentally retained was the time period centre square, that rotated to the new era every time the scene changed to the new era. Overall I love it because I did.
