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Welsh Reflection

Throughout my life my Welsh usage has never been very strong. Throughout school I understood the main key words and could have a basic conversation with someone. These things would be what my name is, how I am feeling and where I live. As well as this I also have been able to remember a few sentences to be able to introduce myself to someone, across the same lines of my name and where I live and also who I live with and what I live near. In school I did good in my Welsh GCSE exams, I got an overall A*. However, I feel this is not a true representation of how I am at Welsh, as I cannot hold a full conversation, I only know the basics and knew enough to pass exams but not enough to carry it on further. Since leaving school my Welsh knowledge has dropped drastically, I can no longer remember most of the key words that you learn through the years, for example, I can longer remembered multiple ways of telling someone how I feel, so if I ever have to answer I just tend to go for what I can remember and not give a true answer, I can no longer remember the different types of weather, the days of the weeks or months of the year. 

Being in the school for my professional teaching experience helped me to recap on my Welsh knowledge and use it more than I have in years. When I first went into the school, I was not confident enough to use any Welsh towards the children and in front of the other teachers as I feared I would get it wrong. It took my up until the third week to comfortably start to use any Welsh. I regret leaving it so late as I could have pushed it more before and learnt from the other teachers and even the children. Once I started to use Welsh, I started off very basic by saying ‘Bore da’ to the children as they came into the class, then I would greet the whole class as one and take the register. When greeting the whole class I would say ‘bore da boys and girls’, I did not say the whole sentence in Welsh, this is because I copied how the class teacher greeted everyone, however looking back now I can see that I could of said ‘bore da pawb’ and pushed the Welsh even more.

During the third and fourth week of my placement, after doing the register and once everyone was sat on the carpet, I would ask the children ‘beth yw’r dyddiad heddiw?’ and ‘beth yw’r tywydd heddiw?’, after each question I would repeat it in English to ensure the children understood what I was asking. Then the children would raise their hands and give me their answer, majority of children would look at the days of the week on the wall for the Welsh word and would use the board to find the date, they would usually give me the number part of the date in English if they were unsure, and I would tell them the number in Welsh. Again, the children would use the board with pictures of the weather to get the Welsh word for that too. When the children would give me the answer for the date, I would have to check it against the wall as I was still not completely confident in my knowledge of the order of the days in Welsh. 

One morning, when the teaching assistant was not in, I took her role of asking the children how they are and what they want for lunch. I would call out the child’s name, ask them ‘sut wyt ti?’ once they answered I would then ask them ‘brechdanua neu cinio?’ and write down their answers. All the children knew what these meant and could answer without needing help or translation. 

To encourage the children to use Welsh in the school I would say ‘diolch’ if they held a door open for me or did anything for me during the day. The children are encouraged to ask to go to the toilet in Welsh and if they did not I would get them to ask again in Welsh, or even help them to ask again but getting them to repeat me, this was mainly for the children that had not known Welsh for long as they had recently moved from other areas in UK that do not speak Welsh. As well as this, children are also encouraged to ask for a rubber and a pencil in Welsh, this is when they are talking to their peers or their teachers. To encourage Welsh usage even more with the children, when a child would ask me a question in Welsh or used Welsh without being prompted I would tell them to get a sticker, once one child had received a sticker the other children then would catch on and use Welsh more throughout the day to also receive stickers, this was a successful way of encouraging everyone to get involved in speaking it more. 

Before starting my Welsh activity/lesson I told the children it was ‘amser tric a chlic’ and then repeated this in English to ensure everyone was listening and ready to begin. During the lesson I used the same phrases constantly as it was mainly the children that had to speak the different Welsh words. However, I did repeat the words after the children had said them and I did say the letter sounds with them. When I wanted the children to tell me what was on the card, I would ask them ‘pa sain?’. After I would then ask the children to use the stars/sound buttons to sound out the letters, I would tell them ‘syllu ar y ser’. When I wanted the children to repeat a word to ensure everyone had said it and check they got it correct I would get them to do this by saying ‘beth’ and when I wanted them to say it louder or even shout it I would raise my voice and lift the card higher in the air, they knew to do this from prior sessions with myself and their class teacher. When the activity was finished, I thanked the children for the hard work by saying ‘diolch’.

I also read the children a story in Welsh, the story I read them was ‘tri mochyn bach’. I chose this story as it a well-known one in English and all the children knew the story beforehand, the book also had big pictures, this meant that the children could follow along if they were unsure of what I reading to them as some of the words were more complex than what they were used to. Throughout the story I would stop and ask the children what had just happened, I did this to make sure they understood what was happening and what I was saying to them. The children had correct answers for what had just happened each time and could tell me what I had said. After watching the video back I can hear some mistakes that I made in the reading and can notice the words that I struggled on, I am not very confident at reading in Welsh, especially words that I am unfamiliar with. However, the children seemed to be able to follow the story from what I said, and I feel that my lack of confidence and experience in reading Welsh did not affect the delivery of the story negatively.

This was my last real experience of using Welsh with the children as my PTE was cut short by two days. By the end of the four weeks I feel my Welsh improved, I was more comfortable to speak it in front of both the children and other class teachers. I still do not feel I could hold more than a short conversation with someone, and I am still not able to name most of the objects around the classroom. Although, I do feel I could give simple commands to the children, such as ‘eisteddwch, sefwch, dwylo I fyny, grandewch’ and ask them when they are ready by asking ‘wyt ti’n barod?’. I can ask the children what the date is, what the weather is and how they are feeling.

I know that I have a lot of improving to do with my Welsh, to try and help bring this along I have been using an app that teaches you another language of your choice. Doing this each day has helped to me to gain more knowledge and learn new words that I hope to bring into my lessons during my PTE next year.
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