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Choose a country in the majority world and critically explore the barriers to accessing good quality, consistent education for children and young people in your chosen country. Refer to national, regional, and international policies and reports, and apply theory throughout.

During this discussion, we will be looking into the history of education within Afghanistan as well as what barriers there are that prevent children and young people from accessing the best possible education. Firstly, we will be looking into the meaning of the term “Majority World” before looking into the history of the educational system in Afghanistan. We will then also investigate what exactly the barriers are that prevent children and young people from receiving the education that they are entitled to. Lastly, we will then look into the United Convention on the Rights of a child (UNCRC) and what rights within this apply to the education that children and young people should receive.
The term “Majority World” has replaced what was often named as “The developing world”. This term means that all countries are identified as developing countries, as well as this these populations are an important majority on our planet. Therefore, it was felt that it was worthy of a name rather than being referred to with an adjective. (Dr Salmah Eva-Lina Lawrence, 2022)
Many of these countries tend to be of middle or even low-income countries, for example Afghanistan is considered a low-income country. There are many reasons as to why Afghanistan is considered a low-income country, some of these include the lack of occupational opportunities within the country. As well as this we have the fact that many people within Afghanistan are unfortunately homeless and struggle to find suitable accommodation. It is also rather difficult for many individuals living within Afghanistan to secure themselves secure livelihoods and the safety net that most people tend to need, this is mostly due to the informal labor within the country as well as businesses not always being registered and licensed appropriately. (World Bank Group, 2024)
It was not until the year 1921 in Afghanistan that the first high school for girls was produced, where a woman was appointed as the school headmaster. During the years 1921-1928 there were more than 800 girls attending the school. (Sadat, 2004) This may make many people wonder about what these children or young people were doing for the many years before 1921. As the sheer number of girls that were attending the educational facility, suggests that there were many people, possibly more being prevented from receiving any sort of education. 
Although once these young people had completed their education there were no educational facilities that offered these young people higher education within Afghanistan. Therefore, these young people both men and women, were sent to other countries to receive the further education that they so wished to obtain. In these cases the young people were sent to Germany, France, Egypt or even Turkey in order to access the further education that they wanted. It was reported in 1999 that there were a total of 205 young people that were sent from Afghanistan to access higher education in Turkey alone, only 10 of these young students were female. (Sadat, 2004)
Afghanistan is a country that has not had the easiest of developments, similarly to many other countries within our world. Some of these difficulties include the conflict that Afghanistan sustained over 3 whole decades. (UNICEF Afghanistan, 2016)
When researching the history of education in Afghanistan, it was quite evident that many people within Afghanistan consider education to be extremely important. For example, “Education has long been valued as a cornerstone of Afghan society” (Ribetti, 2023) when researching what exactly “Cornerstone” means, I found that it refers to things that are considered extremely important aspects on which something or other relies on. It wasn’t however until 1913 that the ‘Department of education’ was finally established in order to improve the curriculum whilst also bringing it back up to date with times changing. (Sadat, 2004) Although this department was not fully established until the year 1913, there are traces of educational establishments from as far back as the 11th century. (Ribetti, 2023) 
There are many different barriers that can prevent children and young people from receiving the best possible education. Some of these barriers can include, a shortage of female teachers, the reason for this is not quite known, but some could assume that it is linked to the lack of sanitation facilities that many schools in Afghanistan struggled with. Another barrier that can affect the education of children and young people would be the lack of educational facilities within Afghanistan, as well as the location of the very few educational facilities that exist. This is due to the fact that the location of these educational facilities in Afghanistan tend to be in very remote areas, the terrain also tends to be very difficult as some educational facilities have been built in mountainous areas. (UNICEF Afghanistan, 2016)
In addition to this the lack of transportation also counts as a barrier for many children and young people. This is due to the fact that there are not very many educational facilities in Afghanistan, therefore many children would have to walk a very long distance to reach some educational facilities. As well as this due to certain educational facilities being located within mountainous areas, many parents of the children and young people that must travel to schools within these areas believed it to be to dangerous as these children and young people could fall and injure themselves easily. (UNICEF Afghanistan, 2016) 
More than half of the teachers that teach in educational institutions in Afghanistan do not hold the minimum qualifications to be a teacher. In fact, only 48 per cent of the teachers in Afghanistan hold the minimum qualifications to teach in an educational facility (UNICEF Afghanistan, 2016). Another barrier that prevents children and young people from receiving the education that they so deserve. Would be the natural disasters that tend to take place in many countries, this includes Afghanistan. These natural disasters include events such as floods of water, earthquakes and landslides, this also adds to the fear of the parents of their children's safety. Therefore, preventing them even further from sending their children to school, as they fear they won’t see their child again. (UNICEF Afghanistan, 2016)
Lastly, we have the specific educational challenges that many people in general struggle with in Afghanistan. These would include the general gender disparity that seems to appear much throughout Afghanistan, this gender disparity is mainly held towards females. As well as this we have the poverty aspect in Afghanistan, this is due to the fact that many people within Afghanistan do struggle to make a sensible living, which can then also affect an individual's education. (Ribetti, 2023) 
As well as these barriers that many children and young people that struggle to gain the appropriate education that they have the right to. The Taliban did play a part in the formation of many of these barriers. This would be due to the fact that the Taliban hinder and to not wish to promote education in Afghanistan. The Taliban then chose in the year 2021 in late September, to ban women from most forms of employment, which then worsened many livelihoods within Afghanistan. As mentioned above many people within Afghanistan do struggle to succeed in reaching a livelihood that is sustainable, but that can provide a comfortable life at the same time. Therefore, to have many of your options taken away when searching for a job in a difficult time, it became much more difficult due to the Taliban's decision. (Human Rights Watch, 2023)
In August 2021, when the Taliban took over Afghanistan girls were stopped from going into secondary education. Due to these girls being stopped from going into secondary education at least 1.4 million young girls have been stopped from carrying on their education. However, girls before the age 12 are able to enroll into primary education, although the number of enrollments into education was reduced by almost a million children between 2019 to 2022. (UNESCO, 2023)
Furthermore, in 2022 of December, more than 100 thousand young women had been prohibited from accessing further education. Education such as university, as well as any other higher education that is usually accessible for other women. (UNESCO, 2023) 
Due to the many different barriers that Afghanistan face in respect to children and young people accessing the education that they are entitled to. Many children will find that completing primary education is nothing but a dream, in fact for many children they may never step into a primary school. As well as this it is estimated that around 3.7 million children or young people are not going to school in Afghanistan and at least 60 per cent of these children or young people are of a female gender. Again, this is largely to do with the various barriers that we have discussed that prevent children and young people from accessing the education that they should be able to receive. (UNICEF Afghanistan,2016)
The United Convention on rights of the child (UNCRC) has a total of 54 articles about the different rights that all children and young people hold. These articles provide a clear guideline on what a child or young person is entitled to and that everyone must follow these guidelines. 2 of these articles are extremely relevant to this discussion about education, as these articles link directly to education. These articles are article 28 and article 29.
Firstly, article 28 is about the right a child or young person has to an education. This right indicates that the government must make education accessible for all children and young people, so that there is no cost for parents to send their children and young people to school. As well as this, the right highlights that all children should be treated with respect for their dignity. It is also important that all young people know that they are able to stay in secondary education for as long as is wanted by the young person, this would be establishments such as college, university and other courses. Article 28 also applies to all children and young people no matter what gender or race they are, as well as if they have a disability or not. (Children and Young people’s Commissioner Scotland, 2021)
Within article 28, the duty of the government is also underlined, as to what they must ensure they do to provide all children with the right to their education. For example, it is stated that the government must do all that they are able to prevent and reduce the rates in which children and young people drop out of their education. They must also ensure that none of the teachers within the educational establishment use any kind of violence towards any of the children or young people. As well as this the government must also ensure that teachers and staff working with children or young people must respect their dignity and ensure that they do not humiliate any child or young person. Lastly, the government must ensure that children and young people are not in any shape or form bullied by teachers within the educational facility or bullied by their peers around them every day. (Children and Young people’s Commissioner Scotland, 2021) 
We then have article 29, this right is labelled as “I have the right to an education which develops my personality, talents and ability” (Children and Young people’s Commissioner Scotland, No Date) this article underlines the fact that a child or young person's education should in theory develop that child’s respect for people around them and the rights of those individuals. Article 29 should also promote a child or young person’s development of respect towards the environment around them, which in turn means how these children and young people treat the world and the earth around them. In this article it is also underlined that children should be able to learn about their own culture and the culture if other individuals around them, this includes the religion of other individuals or even how they go about their everyday lives. (Children and Young people’s Commissioner Scotland, No Date) 
In total article 29 is about the respect that a child or young person may develop in almost all things within their lives. For example, a child or young person should learn how to respect the rights of others and the rights that they as an individual are also entitled to. They should also be able to learn to respect the freedom that they may or may not have, as well as the freedom of other individuals within their lives. As well as respecting their parents or carers that care for them on a daily basis. Lastly, as mentioned above children and young people, should have the correct education in order to teach them about the respect that they can show towards identity, values and language of others and themselves. (Children and young people’s Commissioner Scotland, No Date) 
In conclusion, Afghanistan face a great many challenges in providing children and young people with good education. As well as continuous education for the children and young people, who are entitled to their education. During this discussion it has become obvious that many children and young people are considered lucky, to even be receiving their education. Let alone finishing primary school for many of these children and young people is not always possible. These children and young people have the same rights as all other children across the world. However, these rights are tested daily by the different challenges they face in arriving at school, or for some being allowed to go to school. It’s also become apparent that the Taliban have played a massive part in adding to these challenges, as they have prevented all female students above the age of 12 from attending secondary education, as well as banning them from university as well as. 
Throughout this discussion we have kept an open mind, and thought heavily on what could be done to combat these challenges. However, there is not much that could be done. This is due to the fact that certain people within Afghanistan also cause many of these challenges for children and young people from accessing education. As well as the lack of teachers that have not been able to succeed in the minimum of qualifications that are needed to teach these children and young people the things they need. Again, the rough terrain of the country and the dangers alone in travelling to and from school also prevent many parents or carers from sending their children, as they may never know if something would happen to their children. 
It was massive shame that all female children and young people were prevented from their education after the age of 12. As the number of young female students being prevented from their education could have been drastic, especially as the population in all countries grows continuously. 
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