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Reading and Citing Aquinas
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Reading Aquinas’s Summa Theologiae

St. Thomas Aquinas (c.1225-1274) is one of the most influential theologians of the Christian tradition. He grew up in northern Italy and, sometime in the early 1240s, joined the new Order of Preachers (OP), sometimes known as the Dominicans, after their founder St. Dominic (c.1170-1221).

Aquinas was a prolific writer (he would dictate several works to several scribes at the same time), but his greatest work is considered to be the unfinished Summa Theologiae (Summary of Theology) written for ‘beginners in theology’ in the 1260s. Aquinas states his aims at the very beginning:

Because the doctor of Catholic truth ought not only to teach the proficient, but also to instruct beginners (according to the Apostle: As unto little ones in Christ, I gave you milk to drink, not meat –  1 Corinthians 3:1-2), we purpose in this book to treat of whatever belongs to the Christian religion, in such a way as may tend to the instruction of beginners. We have considered that students in this doctrine have not seldom been hampered by what they have found written by other authors, partly on account of the multiplication of useless questions, articles, and arguments, partly also because those things that are needful for them to know are not taught according to the order of the subject matter, but according as the plan of the book might require, or the occasion of the argument offer, partly, too, because frequent repetition brought weariness and confusion to the minds of readers. 

Endeavouring to avoid these and other like faults, we shall try, by God's help, to set forth whatever is included in this sacred doctrine as briefly and clearly as the matter itself may allow.

Despite being a manual for ‘beginners’, the Summa is a huge work (60 volumes in the Latin-English edition) which synthesises scripture, Christian tradition and the inherited wisdom of the philosophers, particularly Aristotle and (through the Neoplatonic and Augustinian traditions) Plato. Philosophy is put to use to clarify the meaning and implications of scriptural Christian teaching (what Aquinas calls ‘holy teaching’ or sacra doctrina).

Citing Aquinas’s Summa Theologiae

The title of Aquinas’s work is Summa Theologiae (or Summa Theologiæ), but it is sometimes also titled Summa Theologica. If you are not referencing a translation with “Theologica” in the title, stick with Summa Theologiae

The Summa is divided into three main sections. The second section is in turn divided into two parts.

· The Prima Pars (the ‘first part’)
· The Prima Secundae (the ‘first section of the second part’)
· The Secunda Secundae (the ‘second section of the second part’)
· The Tertia Pars (the ‘third part’)

Each part is divided into questions which deal with a particular theological issue (for example, the Trinity). The Prima Pars alone includes 119 questions. In turn, each question is divided in articles, each article dealing with a specific aspect of the question.

For example, in question 93 of the Prima Pars, Aquinas is concerned with ‘man in God’s image’. He divides this question into nine articles, each dealing with a specific issue, for example ‘whether there is an image of God in man’ (article 1) or ‘what is the difference between ‘image’ and ‘likeness’’ (article 9).

Within each article, Aquinas considers, first of all, a set of possible answers to the question posed by the article. He will then offer an alternative view (‘On the contrary’) followed by his reply (respondeo, ‘I answer that’). The reply (usually the largest section) generally contains Aquinas’s own view of the matter. Following the reply, Aquinas returns to his original set of possible answers to the article’s question. One-by-one, he rebuts or nuances the original set of answers.

When citing passages from the Summa, do not use page numbers. The standard notation procedure is to list the above elements in a consistent manner. The conventions vary but it is important to stick to one convention.

Part number
· First Part (Prima Pars): “I” or “Ia” or “1a”
· First Part of Second Part (Prima Secundae): “I-II”  or “Ia-IIæ” or “1a2ae”
· Second Part of the Second Part (Secunda Secundae): “II-II” or “IIa-IIæ” or “2a2ae”
· Third Part (Tertia Pars): “III” or “IIIa”
· Supplement (Supplementum):[footnoteRef:1] “Suppl.” or “Suppl. IIIae” [1:   	Aquinas never finished the Summa, but there is a Supplement compiled from his work on the Sentences attached to part three.] 

Question number
Article number

For example, a reference to the Prima Pars (first part), question 93, article 3 will be as follows: 
STh Ia q.93 a. 3
STh 1a.93.3

Further examples of the first convention:
STh Ia-IIae q. 3 a. 2.1 (= first of the listed responses)
STh Ia-IIae q. 3 a 2 ad 1 (= reply to the first listed response)
STh Ia-IIae q. 3 a 2 cont. (= on the contrary)
STh Ia-IIae q. 3 a 2 resp. (= the reply)

Other conventions:
· I-II, 2, ii, ad. 1.
· 2a2ae. 180, 10. 3a 35, 8.
· ST I-II, Q. 3, Art. 2, ad. 1.
· ST I-II, Q 3, A 2, ad. 1.
· S.T. I-II, 2, ii, a.1.
· Ia.22.2
· Ia. 3, 2 ad 3.

Full bibliographic information on the Summa should only be included in its first citation and in the bibliography. After that, just use the shortcut (STh).


Texts and Translations of Aquinas’s Summa Theologiae

In 1880 Pope Leo XIII commissioned a complete critical edition of the Latin works of St. Thomas Aquinas. This has since become known as the 'Leonine edition', and it is widely regarded as the definitive version. However, as yet, the Leonine edition is incomplete. The Parma and Vives editions of Aquinas's works slightly pre-date the Leonine. The Piana edition is the earliest edition of the collected works of Aquinas, published in 1570.

There are many good English translations of Aquinas's works which use the Leonine edition wherever possible. The best (but not uniformly reliable) English translation of the Summa Theologiae is that published in 60 volumes by Eyre and Spottiswoode in London under the general editorship of Thomas Gilby, OP. This dates from the mid-1960s. This edition includes the facing Latin text from the Leonine edition of Aquinas's works. It has very recently been re-issued by Cambridge University Press, each volume being freely available in paperback.

An alternative acceptable translation was provided by the Friars of the English Dominican Province in 1920. It is a more literal translation than the Gilby edition, and occasionally this is an advantage. This English Dominican translation is freely available in electronic form (also in Kindle format), although some translations may have been altered where necessary. 
See http://www.newadvent.org/summa/
[bookmark: _GoBack]For the Latin text see: 	http://www.corpusthomisticum.org/  
See also http://www.home.duq.edu/~bonin/thomasbibliography.html
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