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With reference to observation and practice, demonstrate an understanding of the effective application of three educational theories. 
For this assignment, one will be discussing and telling of how three chosen theories are utilised and put into practice within the setting in which one is involved with. One works within the early year’s foundation class providing learning support and guidance to a mixed ability class of the four to five-year-old age range and also support and assistance to the class teacher as well as to other members of educational staff within the school setting on a day to day basis. One will be highlighting how these theories are implemented within the school setting but ultimately focusing on the early years foundation phase (EYFP). One of many day to day tasks involve the undertaking of observations with small groups of children, which is an extremely important factor within the early year’s foundation phase as it is a form of monitoring the behaviour and learning development of the children within the classroom (C. Gray & S. MacBlain).
Within this discussion, one will be telling of the ways in which the theories of Ivan Pavlov, B.F. Skinner and L. Vygotsky are incorporated within the early year’s classroom setting on a daily basis. The way in which the theories of the chosen theorists are incorporated and delivered in a positive and effective manner within lesson time and a variety of daily activities will be highlighted, as within all education settings, these theories among many other theories are used frequently and are therefore extremely beneficial to all education professionals, especially many childhood practitioners working within the early years (S. Evans). These chosen theories have been highlighted as some of the most commonly utilised, as well as being the key intervention to engaging and interacting with children from a young age of a range of abilities (S. Evans).
 Within this discussion, one will be highlighting the way in which the early years foundation phase class responds to the use of these three chosen theories, as it has been noted that these theories are a collective that are utilised frequently within the early years environment in which one assists with on a daily basis. These theories have also been highlighted as the ones in which are most beneficial and relevant for this specific age range, as the way in which they work positively within the early years classroom environment has positive evidence to support this. 
In many learning environments, from the ‘Flying Start’ age group to the age group of further education, there are permanently relevant numerous learning theories being utilised and occurring appropriately within the settings, implemented by education and childhood professionals (C. Gray). All education professionals deliver the relevant and appropriate theories within lessons with regards to age and learning ability (C. Gray & S. MacBlain). The correct delivery of the chosen learning theories by the class teacher and supported by learning support assistants within the early years foundation phase provides all children with equal opportunity to learn and develop in a positive, inclusive way. These learning theories of Palov, Skinner and Vygotsky are often delivered through many learning strategies and styles, allowing the main focus of the pupils of the class to be on the current lesson or activity within the early years class, as all children must benefit developmentally through the appropriate learning opportunities which have been derived from the many learning theories (C. Gray & S. MacBlain). 
Ivan Pavlov has a great influence on the early years education as he triggered the start of behaviourism (C. Nesbitt). Pavlov told of the way in which individuals associated a stimulus with a response. Within many early years settings, and the class in which one is associated with daily, reward and behaviour charts are key factors for the maintaining of appropriate behaviour from the pupils within the classroom. Within ones setting, an example of this is a large image of a sun and a stormy cloud are displayed clearly within the classroom, if an individual child’s name is placed within the image of the sun, the pupil is aware of good work or the correct use of manners, knowing that praise will come from members of staff and a certificate given at the end of the week.  Furthermore, if an individual child’s name is placed within the image of the stormy cloud, the child is then aware of repercussions due to poor behaviour, often done by eliminating time from their individual free time at the end of the day. The pupils are aware that the class teacher and the learning support assistants are in control of their environment (M. Montessori). Another example of Pavlov’s theory of association being utilised effectively within the early years classroom, is the themed reading chart displayed clearly within the classroom. The children show a member of staff each day that they have read at home each night and their name is then moved higher up the chart daily, at the end of the week the children at the top of the chart are rewarded with a prize, therefore encouraging the pupils to read. The pupils are also aware that when the class teacher raises her arm in the air, silence is required, the pupils have made a clear association with the arm and silence and importantly it is a non verbal action.    
Pavlov highlighted that once associations are learnt, specially from a young age, they are difficult to erase (C. Nesbitt).
B. F. Skinner adapted the work of Pavlov an introduced operant conditioning, he highlighted that reinforcers modify behaviour (C. Gray & S. MacBlain). Within the early years setting, reinforcers are often stickers and certificates. Within the early years foundation phase class, the teacher alongside support staff use ‘Class Dojo’ to reinforce positive behaviour and to ultimately eradicate any challenging behaviour that may arise. ‘Class Dojo’ include every pupil in class having a personal interactive avatar which is often displayed on the interactive whiteboard. The pupils of the class are rewarded with ‘Dojo Points’ for the correct displaying of behaviour and manners and efforts in class work. Furthermore, the pupils can also have ‘Dojo Points’ deducted for negative and challenging behaviour, ultimately the pupil who has gained the most ‘Dojo Points’ in a week gains a prize. ‘Class Dojo’ helps to ensure the smooth running of all lessons on a daily basis within the early years classroom. Another example of Skinner’s learning theory or behaviour reinforcers being applied effectively within the whole school setting, is the introduction of ‘Value Of The Week’ in which all children are told of a value which is to be put into practice within their daily lives. The children are reminded by staff throughout the week of the ‘Value’, such as, responsibility or honesty and excellent displays of this is then rewarded with a certificate from the headmaster. Therefore, introducing a whole school approach to altering the attitudes and behaviours of the pupils. Skinner highlighted within his work that positive reinforcers, strengthens behaviours whilst negative reinforcers, weaken and eradicate challenging behaviour and that the reactions of surrounding adult influence such behaviours (C. Nesbitt). Skinner’s theory has been underpinned by many intervention programmes allowing education professionals to intervene and look deeper into a pupils behaviour, which could possibly lead to a diagnosis of an additional learning need (C. Nesbitt). 
Throughout the early years setting, Vygotsky’s theory is use widely to create positive attitudes amongst all children. Vygotsky highlighted that he believed that all aspects of a child learning has a history through real life experiences and much of what an individual knows has been learned before starting education (C. Gray & S. MacBlain). An example of this within the early years is that, the use of a pencil through the correct grip is often learnt prior to the introduction of education, through learning fine motor skills within their homes, therefore allowing teaching staff to complement and build upon their knowledge to further their learning and development, Vygotsky supported this as he highlighted that all children are born with “basic building blocks of cognition” (C. Nesbitt). Vygotsky is extremely important to the early years as he emphasises the importance of the instructional role played by teaching staff, pupils learn from instruction and the term “Lone Scientist” is often used to describe those children who are continuously seeking to explore. Vygotsky’s theory also tells us of three themes, social interaction, the more knowledgeable other and the zone of proximal development. These three themes are frequently used within the early years as they highlight what the young pupils can do individually, what and how they learn from other children as well as teaching staff and what ability they hold to undertake activities and challenges with or without guidance from teaching staff (C. Gray & S. MacBlain). 
The many themes and strategies highlighted within the three chosen theories of Pavlov, Skinner and Vygotsky, have been supported by evidence of the ways in which they are utilised and put into practice effectively within the early years foundation phase in which one offers learning support to. These theories are appropriate and relevant to the effective running of the early years class. The theories are supported by education professionals within the setting, as they are extremely beneficial to the smooth running of the class on a daily basis. The learning theories allow teachers to deliver lessons to the best of their ability whilst ensuring they are meeting the individual learning needs of each pupil, to ensure an equal, inclusive learning environment. 
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