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The Ceredigion Museum in Aberystwyth aims to preserve local Welsh material culture and memory. In preserving artefacts, it also does this while doing the same to the old theatre where the collection is held. As part of this aim it demonstrates the variety of artefacts within reconstructed environments. Included within this is a demonstration and simulated example of what would be considered a luxurious household in around the late 1800s to the early 1900s. This exhibit is in juxtaposition to that of a less well-off household to show the stark differences between the two worlds, living in the same area.  To truly understand this exhibit, it must be seen in the over arching context of the whole museum, and that is in its role in highlighting a certain aspect of Welsh material culture. Even, though this exhibit is not interactive in anyway it does show the kind of options that were available to those who could afford it. It is further, that the aim of this exhibit to enhance and to add a dimension that explains the nature of the households. It is also thought that the exhibit aims to demonstrate the idea of changing worlds, from then to now. As person living in the 21st century, life is lived quite luxuriously and thus it must highlight how things have developed as time went on. It is a shame that there is not a picture of the opposing exhibit to truly demonstrate the way in which the dynamic works.
The exhibit itself is set out in a simulated experience for the visual aspect that it is attempting to demonstrate the type items that would have been shown in a very “middle class” household. In this sense it can be seen through the very ornate Welsh dresser to the left, the decorative china on the table, and the stand-up piano. These kinds of items would be owned by someone of a “respectable” profession such as a doctor, or lawyer. The exhibit attempts in conjunction with the opposing exhibit of a more “working class” context, to give the visitor a sense of a snapshot in time to be viewed from todays position. It is really important to note that the exhibit is artefact driven, in the sense that they are what the exhibit is constructed from. The collections and alignment of the artefacts is to showcase each individual one in such a way, that it can be seen within a simulated context that would resemble the original use and placement. The exhibit itself is a constructed one, whether it is based upon a picture or not is not very clear, however the items used within it seem to be real and of the time it is trying to portray. In truth it seems such a basic exhibit highlighting the placement of artefacts within a certain context. Within that remit there is not much need for any explanations, that said there was a alarming lack of any notes as to what period they were trying to show. This explains why a rough estimate was given earlier on in the work. The likelihood is however that all the items are collected from the local area, and they seemed to fit well together to tell the narrative of the “middle class” household. That said, it seems it was more of an arrangement job than anything technical in terms of the way it is demonstrated to illicit visitor engagement.
The exhibit succeeds in telling the narrative it is trying to show, but as said previously only when looked at in conjunction to the simulated “poorer” household. It is the combining of the two exhibits that the tale becomes really evident, even though if seen separately it is quite easy to understand. It does this in its simplicity with no complications, just showing its self as it is. One of the major strengths of this exhibit is that it is not overbearing to the viewer. By this it is meant that, there is not too much going on that the viewer does not know where to look for all the options. Within this exhibit, it is very clear what it is trying to show and do so quite well for what restrictive space they have. That said, for all their praise they could improve by having some kind of sign explaining simple details such as date they’re trying to show, approximate dating of the objects and even locations from where some of the objects are from. The latter is said in light that some of the objects within the exhibit are in fact inscribed to their location. Although, where this sign would go is not so clear, as previously stated there is a major lack of space not only in the exhibit but also in terms of the general space of the museum. Because it is a converted theatre, the actual shape of the floors do not lend themselves to being easily adapted to aid the communication of these kinds of details. The exhibit in itself is really affective, especially when viewed in the context of the aims of the museum as a whole. It lends itself to highlight material culture and that is exactly what it does, as well as showing prevailing trends and thoughts of the time. The image above might not be very clear but, there is a photo on the wall where the Queen is on top of a pyramid, with the clergy and civil servants supporting her, with the army supporting them and finally the “working class” supporting them. Again, when seen in the context of the “poorer” household, it can be truly seen what kind of image the curator is trying to demonstrate almost on the sly in a non-abrasive manner. Highlighting the views of the time that is, and potentially how it prevails now in some circles. It could be argued if seen in isolation that the narrative is one that favours the wealthy, however, if seen within its context it is quite the opposite as the museum houses mostly artefacts from the ordinary and tells the tales of the ordinary people from the local area of Ceredigion. 

Overall the exhibit is one that does its job very well, even though it must be seen in the contexts of the other exhibits to be truly understood. Like a small cog in a clock, it might seem insignificant it is however very important to highlight the life of not just the “working class” but also that of the “middling classes”. Ceredigion was not just filled with farmers at this time, and it is very important to note this to be able to show a fair representation of what is considered to be the preservation of Ceredigion’s material culture. And, to this aim it succeeds certainly! Even though there is a seemingly large gap in the actual exhibit as to the provenance of the items, that is but a minor thing and might even be the obsession of a historian looking at it. Whether the non-academic would question these kinds of things, it is not clear and so there might not be a need for such details to be displayed.  Personally, it is thought that it is a fine example of how to do a simplistic but elegant exhibit show casing artefacts that have a story to tell. There is not always a need to have fancy or over complicated ways of exhibiting items. Although, these methods are very useful and certainly have their place. In the case of attempting to demonstrate a reconstructed house from the late 1800s to the early 1900s, simplistic representation is best.  As such this exhibit really demonstrates the museums awareness of the variety of people that lived in Ceredigion at the time and that they have as much right to be represented as much as the “working class” does.  In this way there is a certainly a movement to represent the “working classes” more, but this is at risk of under representing the “middle” and “upper classes” also. Lastly, the exhibit was actually mistaken when looking back in his photos as the “working class” exhibit and so it taught that one should look a lot deeper for the finer details before settling on a solution. Not so much linked to history, the artefacts or the exhibit but more to the development of the author. 
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