HPFY3009 Assessment 1: Primary source analysis: the newspaper article known as The Federalist No 1, published 28 October 1787 attributed to Alexander Hamilton

It is generally considered that The Federalist No 1 was written as a direct response to anti Constitution articles published in the New York press, however the format and content of the article indicate an intention from the outset to deliver the equivalent of a Federalist pro-Constitution manifesto to a wide audience. The Federalist 1 was rapidly followed by a series of articles which explained and defended aspects of the Constitution, encouraging its merits to an anti-Constitution New York audience.
The Constitution, signed on 17 September 1787, was the product of the Philadelphia Constitutional Convention. The Constitution was not universally well received and created divided opinion within the thirteen colonies, ratification was required by nine of the colonies, with each state nominating delegates to vote based on a state special convention. Alexander Hamilton, a New York politician represented New York as a delegate to the Philadelphia Convention, as a Federalist he was pro-Constitution.

[bookmark: _Int_hnTPRXuY]Shortly after publication of the Constitution New Yorkers filled local anti-Constitution press with anti-Constitutional articles, some of which were published anonymously. The articles largely attacked the authors of the Constitution, and their motives, as opposed to challenging the basis of the individual articles of the Constitution itself.

In response to the anti-Constitutional newspaper articles, The Federalist No 1 was published. Although the pseudonym ‘Publius’ was used many New Yorkers suspected Hamilton to be the sole author or major contributor to the series, this was later acknowledged by Hamilton who had collaborated with other Federalists such as John Jay and James Madison on the Federalist series of articles. First published in the semi-weekly, pro- Federalist, Independent Journal (also known as the General Advertiser), Federalist No 1, was further published within days in other pro-Constitution New York newspapers. 

[bookmark: _Int_MedBv67E][bookmark: _Int_zg9cGCae]Federalist No 1 is, prima facie, a response to anti-Constitutional articles in the New York press. Hamilton ostensibly appeals to the people of New York State to deliberate the Constitution from the perspective of the inadequacies of existing dysfunctional state governance. There is however a deeper significance behild Federalist No 1, Hamilton seeks to persuade the Congressional delegates from New York to ratify the Constitution, not through a single article but by introducing his proposition to publish further articles, taking the opportunity to explain the purpose and function of the series he intends to deliver, Federalist No 1 effectively becomes the manifesto of the Federalists. Hamilton (as Publius) openly aligns with the Constitution, alluding to its vital role in the continuation of the union, drawing on reference to discourse in previous national events being repeated (American War of Independence). Hamilton’s recommendation to the reader is to adopt the Constitution unreservedly whilst concurrently staring he will not declare his own motivations for the pro-Constitution stance.  Hamilton is keen to address the motivations for anti-Constitutional attitudes considering these not to be driven by the merits or otherwise of the Constitution but to be driven by individuals resistant to changing the current state. Hamiliton sees anti-Constitutional motivational factors as a result of perceived diminution of their current influence, power or status or reduced access to perceived future personal ambitions or opportunities within the existing state systems. Hamilton uses emotive language and literary device to declare an understanding of the misguided good men who find themselves on the wrong side of the argument (presumably the anti-Constitutionalists) recognising that they may have been persuaded by those who do not have pure motivations. Hamilton appeals to readers not to be influenced by impressions not born of truth, although he does not indicate how the reader might identify and judge the truth. Hamilton is keen to align himself to the ordinary man, suggesting that his view represents the average voter who would advocate individual rights within a governmental framework which provided the ‘safest course for ... liberty, ... dignity, and ... happiness [as opposed to] the specious mask of zeal for the rights of the people.... a much more certain road to the introduction of despotism [where] enlightened zeal for the energy and efficiency of government will be stigmatised, as …. hostile to the principles of liberty.’ (Hamilton, 1787)

Contrast this to the anti-Constitutional article published under the pseudonym Cato (believed to be George Clinton) in the New York Journal and Weekly Register on 27 September 1787. The New York Journal published a raft of anti-Constitutional articles, to the extent it had to publish extra issues, and the manger resorted to defending its wider publication policy. Clinton addresses his remarks to the Citizens of the State of New York, potentially a narrower definition of audience, which Hamilton expands in The Federalist No 1. Clinton, does not seek to address or debate the drafting or merits of the Constitution nor argue from a directly political perspective, nor to align or advocate with the democrats or republicans in opposition to it directly. Clinton rather cautions prudence when considering change calling on patriots to consider the legacy of the thirteen states and to be cautious and critical of the influence of a limited number of people, who may have questionable motives in drafting the Constitution. Clinton further challenges the lack of alignment of the Constitution to the interests of the general population. Whilst this was the first published article by Cato, there is no indication of further articles or detailed analysis of the Constitution to be expected. From this point Hamilton et al effectively led the publication and Clinton acted in response.

In the Federalist No 1 Hamilton breaks ground in delivering what effectively amounts to a Federalist manifesto. Hamilton seeks to make a public impassioned defence of the Constitution through reasoned argument and truths as opposed to direct challenges on the merits and morals of its opponents. Hamiliton at all times is keen to indicate that misguided good men may have been artificially influenced by those with poor morals and drawn to an anti-Constitutional stance but that this adverse influence can be understood and therefore those who were persuaded from an anti to a pro Constitution position had listened and responded to reasoned argument and the truth.  
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