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Using the pupil profile given, identify how specific aspects of the child’s holistic development could be met within an educational setting. Underpin this with references to relevant theories, research and examples of excellent practice.  

[bookmark: _Int_WP3JpqlG]Teachers understanding of child development is important because it allows teachers to create an effective learning environment that supports the behaviour of children. This could be supported by heaps of child psychologists like Piaget and Vygotsky who have developed theories like stages of cognitive development and how they impact individuals. The role and responsibility of teachers in an educational setting is important in making sure children can feel safe in an environment where they will learn lifelong skills and build confident and independent learners. When observing child development teachers and practitioners must observe through the holistic approach. According to the World Health Organisation (2023) holistic approach refers to a consideration of an individual's physical, emotional, social and intellectual state of wellbeing. This approach is important when aiding children's development as professional teachers should be able to adapt their teaching to suit and support the needs of individuals in their classroom including Ella a 4 year old girl who has been in a reception class for 6 months where her progress has been limited.
[bookmark: _Int_49rJaVO3][bookmark: _Int_GFthlnYh][bookmark: _Int_3BEgUDDx][bookmark: _Int_l29A6RoQ]Within Ella’s pupil profile emotional aspects of wellbeing and development may be expressed when she plays on her own a lot this could be due to Bowlby attachment theory.  “A fundamental principle of Attachment Theory is that people of all ages show a preference for one primary attachment figure above all others” (Bowlby and Winnicott, 2004 p.  17) for Ella her mother is her primary attachment figure as explained on her profile when they get separated in the morning which causes Ella to become distressed. In school A the writer observed that all foundation phase classes have check in chart where the pupils can express their emotions non-verbally using their name or face and sticking it under the emotion they are feeling for the teachers to pick up on this then can allow teachers to observe how aspects of the child's holistic development could be met within an educational setting. Erikson’s psychoanalytic theory is one of the most significant theories of child development which explains the importance of eight stages in human development that individuals must navigate successfully to lead integrated, meaningful, and fulﬁlled lives (Maree, 2021 p. 1111). Erikson’s theory is important when assessing Ella when she makes decisions that could affect her as In Stage 3 (initiative vs guilt) of the theory Ella should be given the freedom to effectively complete certain tasks alone. Individual exploration and discovery of oneself are necessary. They can acquire the willpower to accomplish their objectives and a feeling of purpose in life by doing this. Therefore, if Ella had a physical but nonverbal aid potentially, she could be more resilient within emotional aspects of her development. However, Erikson’s work could be said to lack coherence which could make their work difficult to understand and apply to individuals like Ella in a professional setting (Pound,2014).  For a child like Ella play could be useful which is offered in a critical view by Steiner (1925, quoted in Pound, 2014,  p.35) who states “Play strengthens the imagination and supports all aspects of development. from birth to seven the active, or will, predominates.” Hence, if Ella engages in more cooperative play (Geismar-Ryan, 1986) with peers she may feel more confident and begin to communicate her feelings which will not only develop her emotional wellbeing but social factors as well. Another psychologist who strongly discusses play is Parten who suggests that Ella fits into associative play as she is able to interact and do the same activities as classmates whilst playing (Brain and Mukherji, 2005) however occasionally imitates the onlooker and solitary stage however the more she develops the more this should decrease with age due to growth in self-esteem and confidence. This could also support her distress when separating from her mother as she is able to gain trust from classmates through play. One technique schools globally engage with is ELSA (Emotional literacy) which could help Ella especially with collaborative play such as Lego therapy where Learning support assistants and class teachers pick individuals that will be helpful in supporting an individual through play. Froebel (pound, 2014) had firm views on play and its place in child development, believing that it creates enjoyment, develops their emotional well-being and was a fundamental source of benefit to the individuals which has an overall effect on their emotional development within an educational setting which supports their holistic development.
[bookmark: _Int_A724mJMe][bookmark: _Int_g9Szb162]Social Learning theory is one critical view teachers should know when observing and evaluating the development of a child socially and to understand what they should implement to improve a child's social development. Socially, young people learn through observing behaviour's done by others whether that's their parent, peers or teachers. Complementing support is put forward by Bandura. Bandura (Bandura, 1977) most human behaviour is learned through modelling, observing behaviours portrayed by others as pinpointed when Bandura put children around Ellas's age and a few older in a room where they could observe adults being violent towards a bobo doll. This behaviour is often seen in schools where children imitate the behaviour of peers and/or professionals in the environment. This could have a positive effect on Ella as we are told in her profile that she is able to hear and has good listening skills therefore she could be a role model for others to observe which creates a great self-esteem for Ella. However, we are also told she does not consistently show care and respect for others this could be due to an observation she's had of others in her surroundings. One factor of Ellas development which could cause struggle is fears and perception and how they create social barriers as we are told in Ellas's profile that she has begun to develop new fears as a result of her active imagination this could mean that she has developed fears of people in her classroom which could be a result of her being solitary more often than not. Vygotsky (Bradbury,2020) developed a theory of a More Knowledgeable other (MKO) where someone or something encourages a less knowledgeable other in completing a task like riding a bike.  He defines the MKO as someone who has more knowledge in Ella’s circumstance this could be a teacher, parent or peer. A more knowledgeable other typically helps the individual with something they may need assistance with creating a zone of proximal development (ZPD) which is the zone where a MKO supports the individual who needs help until they can now successfully do something alone. This is hugely prominent for Ella as we are told from her profile that she is very reliant on adult direction, and she is unable to develop solutions without adult intervention this will also allow Ella to develop experiences and become a MKO for others. The writer observed that Learning support assistants in school A have placards attached to their lanyards with hints and useful symbols to allow individuals who need more support to have some independence whilst also engaging with adult direction. This is important for professional teachers to take into account when assessing how aspects of holistic development could be met within an educational setting as they can aid the learning of young individuals like Ella and allow them to develop independence and become more social when they begin supporting other peers with tasks, they are more knowledgeable in. The writer observed this in school A when a child was able to correct the writer in naming objects correctly due to being taught the right terminology by a more knowledgeable other. 
[bookmark: _Int_L67CemWe]Cognitive development is another development which is important to improve Ella’s holistic development. Piaget (Pound,2014) has a keen interest in cognitive development. According to Piaget, a child continuously builds and rebuilds reality, increasing knowledge at each developmental stage by integrating basic ideas into more complex ones.  Piaget distinguished four phases in that process, spanning from infancy to maturity. The writer believes Ella fits into the preoperational stage where she will begin developing egocentrism, intuitive thinking, symbolic play, imitation, more developed imagination and object permanency.  During this stage young learns may begin to develop and begin understanding that symbols and specific language, ideology and images have some sort of representation and that they still exist even when not visible. One example that could support this was researched by the writer in school A which is classical conditioning.  Classical conditioning looks at changing behaviour due to pairing of a stimulus (Schachtman and Reilly, 2011). An example of this commonly used in schools including school A where the writer observed is attention grabbers like ‘hands on top that means stop’ which is a call and response which diverts the attention of the children to the caller commonly the teacher (more knowledge other). This could be helpful when observing and evaluating Ellas cognitive development as teachers would be able to understand of her listening skills which are described to be good in her profile and discover ways to enhance her speaking and listening skills for the future and create experiences Vygotsky (Smidt, 2013) agrees that a learner will develop their knowledge and understanding through the experiences they construct on the other hand Dewey (POUND, 2014) rejected Piaget’s theory and instead preferred to think of learning as a theory of inquiry or experimental logic and that it is a tool for growth and creates meaningful experiences. As we develop in life, we begin to develop our understand on what is right and wrong and how our actions affect individuals such as peers in a classroom or our own perception of something. Ella occasionally struggles to negotiate solutions to conflicts without adult intervention and how decisions she makes will affect herself and others. One theorist who could have an explanation as to why this happens to Ella is Kohlberg. Kohlberg (Gibbs, 2003) strongly believes that cognition comes hand in hand with moral development which evaluates that people develop moral reasoning during growth which allows them to decipher what is right and wrong. This theory is important for cognitive development as it said to occur as a person's intelligence and develop the ability to interact with others. This could suggest that Ella is an only child as she has been deprived from exploring moral decision making that she may require in primary school which has a knock on affect her decision making. However, when using Kohlberg as an example to explain her behaviour we must consider that as criticised by Gilligan (Murphy and Gilligan, 1980) Kohlberg’s theory may be biased due to the limited demographics of the subjects he studied and how he avoided including a caring perspective. This has a clear reflection on an individual's cognitive development withing the holistic view and how professional teachers can engage with this within an educational setting as professionals could argue that the way we are brought up influences our behaviour as Bandura (Bandura 1977) suggest that conditioning and reinforcing behaviour does not have a valid explanation to how individuals learn proposing that children learn through multiple stages like observations, social media, books and films as well as those around us predominantly more knowledgeable others and primary care givers.

[bookmark: _Int_nlj9KN3P][bookmark: _Int_4UCc41rw][bookmark: _Int_Juul21t9]In Conclusion, comparing the emotional, cognitive, and social aspects of development professional teachers are able to explore how aspects of a child's holistic development could be met within an educational setting using credible theories and effectively evaluate why or why not these theories are affective in an educational setting for pupils like Ella at the age of 4. Using evidence from bridging experience and psychological theory the writer is able to make judgement and supporting ideas as to how teachers are able to support Ella through her holistic development integrating social learning theories, attachment theory and cognitive development fostering her social, emotional and cognitive development which then has a huge effect on her holistic development which can then allow teachers in an educational setting to be able to create approaches to learning that will develop her skills she currently lacks and strengthen those she currently has. 
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