The Return of the Death Penalty 

This assignment will investigate the Death penalty in the United Kingdom. It will cover reasons of why the death penalty could and couldn’t be considered as a method of punishment throughout the United Kingdom currently.  There is evidence of capital punishment being used in the United Kingdom that dates back to 450 BC. In 450 BC the preferred method of execution was to drop the condemned into a quagmire. Although by the 10th century hanging from the gallows became the preferred method of execution. Capital punishment was used as a type of punishment from as early 450 BC and was finally abolished 1969. The death penalty is still used as a method of punishment in 58 countries to this day, some of these countries include America, China, North Korea, Iran and many more.

There are many reasons to not bring back the death penalty, one reason for this is that the death penalty could take innocent peoples lives. When the death penalty was legal in the UK a minimum of 5 innocent lives were taken. By using the death penalty again in the UK, there is a risk of taking innocent people of their lives.
Another reason to appose the return of the death penalty is because capital punishment goes against almost every religion. This is because religions such as Christianity consider capital punishment as immoral.
It has been scientifically proven that Capital punishment does not deter crime. There have been consistent failed results to show that execution has not deterred crime in certain countries such as America. Some states in America that use the death penalty have lower murder rates than states that use the death penalty.
Another reason to appose the death penalty is because of how much it would cost the United Kingdom. Statistics show that in 1995 the state of Oregon spent $1.5 million on 3 Washington county murder cases. One of the condemned was sentenced to death and the remaining two condemned are not on death row even though one was found guilty of the murders of four people. In 2000 the Oregon department of administrative services worked out that by terminating the death penalty it would save $2.3 million annually. It is estimated that defence and total prosecution costs the counties and states approximately $9 million a year. The cost the United Kingdom would have to pay for the death penalty to return would be a tremendous amount. The cost of execution equipment needed around the country would be costly. 
Statistics also show that in other countries those who kill white people are more likely to be sentenced to death. Although those who chose to kill an African American are not as likely to be sentenced to death. This means that in certain countries the death penalty is being used unreasonably, by targeting people for their race, religion.etc. this cost countries such as the United Kingdom more money as innocent people could be being charged with a crime they may have not committed.
Some people may argue that no civilians job should include taking another person’s life. Studies show that prison officers/Corrections personnel tend to suffer from Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) after having to have to kill someone. Prisoners cause no threat to United kingdom’s civilians well beings. It is thought that there is no need to place mental health problems on the UK’s correctional officers just so that someone can engage vengeance.


A reason to support the death penalty could be to give civilians an example of what could happen to them if they don’t obey the law. By bringing back the death penalty to the United Kingdom it could potentially stop people from committing crimes such as murder. By giving people the thought of their own death for taking someone else’s life. There was a 7% crime increase in the late 1960s right after the legislation was abolished.
Having the death penalty in place can save money the country money. This is because the death penalty costs the government a lot less than life in prison without parole. The expenses incurred by the government using Capital Punishment (The death Penalty) is cheaper in compared to the costs of life without parole. This is because if you are imprisoned to life without parole then the costs are higher as money is needed to be spent on essentials such as food, heath care and other costs. 

Everyone has the right to live peacefully, although last year in the US it was estimated that 2 million people’s lives had been affected by crime. These crimes vary from assault to murder. Crimes like murder and assault are committed by perpetrators who have no regard for life and the property of others. This is another reason why capital punishment could be used in the United Kingdom, because by executing perpetrators who commit violent crimes such as rape, assault and murder it is fair that they are brought to justice and suffer the fate tat tey have earner for themselves. 


[bookmark: _GoBack]To conclude, the research suggests that Capital punishment/ the death penalty should not be used as a method of punishment in the UK. The research shows that there are more important cons than pros when it comes to capital punishment. Capital punishment has been shown to affect the lives of more people than the singular person who is being executed. It is also proven that there are more ways to punish someone who has committed crimes than the death penalty. Some people may agree that imprisoning someone for life may be a better and more sufficient way too make someone pay for their actions.
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