According to Swansea Council (2023) 
The legal definition of ALN is, “ A person has additional learning needs if he or she has a learning difficulty or disability which calls for additional learning provision.” 

Impairments to hearing occurs when parts of the auditory system are not working effectively. Soundwaves are received in the outer ear then through the ear canal to the eardrum. The vibration on the eardrum passes through to the cochlea, sound sensitive cells and fluid within the cochlea forms an electrical charge which in turn sends a signal from the auditory nerve to the brain, and the signal is interpreted as sound (Wearmouth 2021).

One to two new-born babies in every 1,000 have permanent hearing loss in either one or both of their ears, a high percentage of these new-borns will be  in families without any history of deafness. The NHS recommend that the new-born hearing test is performed at four to five weeks but can still be effective up to three months old  and the appropriate intervention by six months (NHS 2021, Sommerfeldt, Kolb 2023).

If a child’s hearing is causing concern to the parents or practitioners they can be referred to a hearing specialist called an audiologist, where one of the two categories of hearing impairment conductive hearing loss or sensorineural hearing loss  can be diagnosed (Healthychildren.org 2021, CDC 2022b, NHSinform 2022).


Additional Learning Needs.
Deafness and Hearing loss in The Early Years
In a report in 2022, a survey by the Consortium for Research in Deaf Education (CRDE), they found that in Wales there are at least 2,329 children who are deaf. While 81% of these children attend a mainstream school, only 1% attend schools specifically for children who are deaf. 

According to The National Deaf Children’s Society (2023), Practitioners in the early years will be looking after or educating children that will have hearing loss that is undiagnosed. With early years children, early intervention is key as the development of children’s speech, language and their social skills development can be effected by hearing loss (CDC 2022). Early intervention is used alongside initiatives that are designed to support the families of children with additional learning needs (Crutchley 2018).

Practitioners might notice that children in their care may misunderstand instructions or watch what other children are doing and then copy those actions. The child may not respond when being called and can focus on faces and lips when being spoken to (Norfolk County Council 2020). Challenges for children with the additional learning needs of being hearing impaired or deaf, is a mutual lack of understanding and communication. When the child can not understand the practitioner, or the practitioner can not understand the child. Speciality settings for deaf children do not have this problem as communication is achieved by sign language (Peer, Reid 2021).
In 2014 a comprehensive review was subjected to the system of educational provision in Wales. New legislative framework with the aim for supporting all children with additional learning needs (ALN) was proposed. This new legislation was named the Additional Learning Needs and Educational Tribunal Act (2018) and will be at the heart of the Welsh governments aim to support children with additional needs and help them reach their full potential and have fulfilled future ahead of them. (Hodkinson 2019).
Sometimes, parents or carers will not acknowledge or accept that their child has an additional learning need and will not ask for help, as they could think that loss of hearing is associated with old people, or they could think that their child seems less intelligent and get bullied by their peers ( Hear-it, no date), or the parents may feel that they have the right to bring up their child in accordance with their own Values and make decisions surrounding their childs  lack of hearing and their wellbeing (Byrd et al, 2011).

However, Hearing provides children with the ability to listen for danger, for example, when inside they would be able to hear fire alarms and smoke alarms or sirens when outside, therefore it is important to seek  professional help and advice for the wellbeing of the child and provide them the tools that they need to thrive in their silent world (Wallhagen  2010. Mousley, Chaudoir 2018). 

To help and teach a child with a hearing impairment, practitioners should work closely with their family to determine what way is best to support the child. Using Visual aids and repeating information while facing the child and pausing during the lessons that they are teaching can have a positive impact. Also, having the classroom chairs in circles can allow the child to see and interact with others easily( Nationwide Children’s 2023).

Communication is an important life skill to have, as everything we do everyday involves communicating with others. Lack of communication can lead to frustration for children, as they may not be able to put across what they want or need. A way to help hearing impaired children to communicate is a by using a language programme such as Makaton. This unique programme makes use of symbols and signs to help with communication. Makaton also helps with developing listening and attention skills, along with aiding with memory and expression. The Makaton programme is also very flexible and can be as unique as the child that is using it, so that they feel confident in using it with others who might have different additional learning needs (Makaton Charity 2021).
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