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Recumbent	arrangements	at	Easter	Aquorthies,	Old	Kieg,	
Clune	Wood	and	Cothiemuir	Wood,	Aberdeenshire



Aerial	view	of	Tomnaverie	Recumbent	Stone	Circle
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Tomnaverie	Recumbent	Stone	Circle
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Composite	plan	of	Tomnaverie	using	Bradley’s	Moon	and	Bonfire,	plans	27,	46	and	52,	showing	
circle	stones,	ring	cairn,	radial	divisions,	major	pottery	deposits,	proposed	viewing	area	

between	stones	8	and	9	and	the	end	of	the	current	approach	pathway



Tomnaverie	Recumbent	Arrangement
as	viewed	from	the	centre	of	the	circle



View	from	the	north-east	
taken	through	stones	8	and	9,	showing	Tomnaverie	

recumbent	arrangement	window	outlined	against	the	sky.



Plan	of	Tomnaverie	showing	proposed	viewing	point	between	stones	
8	and	9	with	azimuths	for	the	recumbent	window	in	blue	and	

azimuths	measured	from	the	circle	centre	in	red.
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Sunsets	at	Tomnaverie	in	the	winter	months
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Subsequent	sunset	horizon	positions	for	21st	of	each	month	between	October	and	
February	2580-2579	B.C.	at	Tomnaverie	showing	the	sunsets	travelling	south	(red	
arrows)	until	the	solstice	and	travelling	north	(blue	arrows)	after	it.	



Passage	of	sun	and	moon	at	Tomnaverie	showing	celestial	and	
horizon	crossover	for	2580	B.C.
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Scatter	of	Winter	First	Crescent	Moonsets	at	Tomnaverie	
between	2580	B.C.	and	2561	B.C.,	showing	all	set	over	the	

platform	defined	by	the	earlier	radial	divisions	
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Winter	First	Crescent	Moonsets	at	Tomnaverie	between	2580	
B.C.	and	2561	B.C.,	showing	relationship	with	the	Minor	

Standstill	position	and	the	recumbent	window
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Position	of	cupmarks	and	straight	stretch	of	kerb	in	front	of	recumbent

cupmarks
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Representation	of	the	paths	the	stars	make	in	the	sky	and	their	
subsequent	setting	points	at	winter	solstice	2580BC.
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Conclusions

1.	Archaeoastronomy
There was a section of the winter night sky behind
the recumbent arrangement which contained
particular configurations of solar, lunar and stellar
movements. The setting of the celestial bodies in
the winter reflected a metaphorical death which
coincided with the death of the year and so
became associated with the builders’ ceremonies
for the dead.



Conclusions

2.	Archaeology	
The circles were related to the sky and the
recumbent arrangement faced the dark part of
the sky where light decreased and this is how
they are linked to the dead and the idea of
going down into the underworld.



Overall	Conclusion

Archaeoastronomy and archaeology differ in their
methodologies and in their approach but in the case
of the Recumbent Stone Circle at Tomnaverie, the
conclusions are not only compatible but reinforce
one another in their view that the marriage of
heaven and earth was imbued with sacredness.
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