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Section 1- 
 This section will be comparing and analysing research on Play Based in the new and old curriculum of Wales. Discussing what is meant of a ‘Play Based’ curriculum? And the importance of play, seeing how well the Foundation Phase has been implemented as a play-based curriculum.
According to Wonder School (2020) a  play-based curriculum means it is based on early years education with child led and open-ended play. Play itself does not need a purpose, children engage and explore within their surroundings, with use of facilities in nursery or preschool’s children use for role play, as well as in the outdoors children have an environment to explore and interact freely. Play based learning develops children’s language, literacy, and numeracy skills. According to the Welsh Government (2015) say children develop and learn first-hand  through play they consolidate, problem solve, make decisions  individually. Aubrey and Riley (2019) states Piaget were a firm believer  with the importance of play is like a vehicle of learning. Play based is  important to children’s everyday lives in, play based was recognised by practitioners for an element of success for the curriculum  implementation (Taylor et al., 2015). However, Howard and McInnes (2012) come out with children’s perceptions of activities as ‘playful’ was a considerable factor in the level of engagement. In order to implement ‘ play-based’ for the curriculum to be successful would be for practitioners to have an understanding of what is meant by the meaning of ‘play’ and what impact it has on children. Curriculum implementation is an act in the translation of the curriculum for settings to follow as their guide. 
UNICEF (2017) – says play is a natural and universal drive-in childhood, and it is an important component  and contributory factor to supporting children’s physical and emotional well-being, as well as their growth, learning and development. Children’s creativity and cultural awareness can both benefit from play, from formal to informal and structured to unstructured. Children take their own responsibility of their own choices while investigating the world around them via play.
According to Welsh Government (2020a) the new curriculum set out from Welsh Government allows a personalised approach to education, with setting out four purposes at the core of the curriculum, it allows children to focus on topics that are important to them going at their own pace. Furthermore OECD (2021) says in order to facilitate the roll out of the new curriculum for school across Wales, it is crucial to invest in educational practitioners’ effectiveness by enhancing their skills and abilities, as well as building partnerships. Welsh Government (no date) says accepting more highly trained teaching staff the new standards will shift away from previous competency-based approach ways and towards a search for dynamic and innovative individuals.
Independent stocktake report of the Welsh Government (2014) shows there is a lot of research illustrating how practitioners training and knowledge has a good impact on education and quality toward a child’s wellbeing.

Welsh Government Hwb, (2021) and Donaldson report (2015) says the focus of the curriculum should be on skills, material, and pedagogy, with   12 pedagogical principles contain of the- 
1.Four purposes used are- ambitious for capable learners, contributors who are innovative and enterprising, citizens who are ethically aware and individuals that are happy and confident.
Donaldson (2015) outlines the importance of the  12 pedagogical principles from-
2. Pupils with a growth mentality, develop resilience and relish making mistakes which aids learning.
3. Teachers using a variety of ways to provide a clear objective and success criteria as well as good modelling.
4. Children should have access to genuine, high-quality sources of knowledge in order to critically analyse and get a better understanding.
5. Children build on existing knowledge and experience while taking into account all learner needs.
6. Encourage pupils to engage in real life, current issues rather than made up scenarios.
7. Use of relevant and embedded feedback rather than tokenistic feedback.
8. Prior to learning, pupils must form connections with others in order to transfer and build knowledge.
9. Literacy, numeracy and digital learning are integrated into all areas of learning with continuity and advancement in mind.
10. Pupils take charge of their own education, building resilience and a desire to study, while devising tactics to promote independence and growth.
11. Pupils who recognise that learning is a social activity in which they can improve their emotional intelligence, reflect on their own learning, and comprehend their impact on others learning.
[bookmark: _Hlk93509230]12. Pupils can work in groups to build confidence and problem-solving skills with teachers assisting in the development of good working habits.
With the evaluation from the Foundation Phase Report (Taylor et al.,2018) highlights the need for professional development in order for practitioners to show an understanding the key terms in ensuring they can deliver the curriculum. Similarly, the Independent Stocktake of the Foundation Phase Wales (Welsh Government, 2014) suggested the need of professional development for staff to have the understanding within theoretical areas, underpinning the curriculum pedagogy enabling a consistent curriculum implementation. Moving on to the (Welsh Government, 2014) they say key findings from the Foundation Phase Evaluation were recognised that young children with first hand, practical pedagogies was observed often, than the older children which none of the Foundation Phase pedagogies was seen. Further key findings seen practitioners could understand the Foundation Phase to be skill based, child centred , experiential and practical. Staff in a non-maintained setting were found that there were no observations carried as much as a maintained school.
The education system will carry on supporting practitioners throughout these initial implements through the curricula enabling learners to identify the four purposes that will be coming into place. Welsh Government (no date) goes on to say practitioners should give all learners support to progress through the progression steps at their own pace, collaborating a shared understanding of the curriculum. 
To conclude the New Curriculum reform  for Wales  is  set to be rolled out in 2022 to see how it works and if it will work, using progression steps and four focuses. The concept of curriculum implementation plan to the journey of the new curriculum 2022 setting out challenges towards the education system in Wales in implementation to signpost how they plan to address in spirits of partnerships with practitioners in settings across Wales. (Welsh Government, no date).   

The Evaluation  Foundation Phase report highlights the need for professional development in staff .
Section 2 –  ‘Unique Child’.
The unique child reflects from the old foundation phase profile to the new curriculum.
What is the meaning of a unique child?
Early Years Matters (2021) says the meaning of a Unique Child is where children mature in all areas of development in their own time and individual ways. Early Years Foundation  Phase (2011) explains further about the Unique Child, saying children have their own characteristics through developing continuously, children have more resilience and confidence when they have support from others. All areas of development being physical, emotional, social, cognitive, and linguistic are all equally important. Children with a complex interaction from environments and genetic factors from the body and brain become more complex. Practitioners who develop relationships with children are very important for that child to have trust and self-security. To have an effective practice practitioner are to support children for a positive sense of each individual’s identity and culture. Accepting all children’s individual needs, their own interests, communication and learning styles. 
Welsh Government (2017) discusses the Foundation Phase Profile develops assessment methods combining observations with formative assessments while understanding children’s holistic developments in assessing in key areas.
The new curriculum recognizes that each child will learn in their own unique style and at their own rate; as a result, the progression phases moved from the old foundation phase profile allowing for  more flexible expectations (Welsh Government, 2017).
Teach early years (2022) mentions Vygotsky’s theory looks ate the value and meaning of play in a child’s life recognizing how children learn as a result of their engagement through play in a social construct. Vygotsky encourages practitioners to respect children’s individuality, arguing that children should be evaluated not just for what they can achieve, but also for the potential they have to go further if they are in a supportive environment.
Welsh Government (2015) says assessment methods that are used in day to day at settings can be reading and writing, assessing in ways from summative assessments which means checking what has been learnt to date , to formative assessments which focusses on improvement. 
Welsh Government (2017) says the Foundation Phase Profile should be consistent with health care examinations to aid in the early discovery of developmental delays, additional learning needs for more learning demands as well as provision for added support for children who require it.
Education.Gov (2021) explains the assessments used now consists of assessing children to track their progress , with next steps to be planned, parents should be informed and involved in the process of seeing what stage their child is at.
















Section 3 – Blog    
                                                  
Why is it important for children’s learning in the outdoors?

Outdoor Matters (2011) says outdoor leaning in the early years is important for children giving them a positive impact throughout their development and wellbeing. Outdoor environments support children’s development for a healthy lifestyle, physical, emotional, and social areas of developing. Having direct contact to the outside world with the weather changing seasons, using natural resources to play by using  their imaginations , access to loose parts while exploring freely.
WAG (2008) says the foundation phase sees outdoor learning as the perfect environment for experiential learning, offering opportunities for children to be creative, to express themselves being noisy, risk take while building their confidence and having independence in the outside environment. Children using all areas of developments one being physical,  benefits them with the outside by using large apparatus and equipment which cannot be used indoors. Sports days, assault courses can be fun and challenging making more exercises to help with their health and fitness. Foundation phase framework also states for 3–7-year-olds in Wales should promote outdoor play for children to discover and emphasis as a resource for children’s learning. However, Bento and Dias (2017) discusses play promotes physical and emotional wellbeing , through play children can experiment and solve difficulties, get a deeper understanding while experiencing multiple opportunities in unstructured play where a child may choose what to do, promoting autonomy building confidence via play recognizing the role of time and space in their play. Bento and Dias (2017) goes on to say playing outdoors children benefit from exposure to sunlight, inhale open fresh air which aids in bone formation, building immune system strength and physical activity. Furthermore, the expanding body of information demonstrates the benefits of outdoor play does not appear to have influenced the types of experiences available to young ones. Outdoor play options, contrary to popular belief diminishing as a result of globalisation.
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