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ECPS6001: Psychology Empirical Project
Research Proposal

Assessment Component 1: Research proposal (1,000 words) worth 10% of the overall module mark for the Psychology Empirical Project. The proposal form will be marked in line with the Level Six Grading Rubric. The boxes below will expand as you type.  
	Student Name and University ID number:
	Sabha Mahmood (2006732)

	Proposed Supervisor’s name:
	Only complete this if you have already been in contact with a potential supervisor who has agreed to supervise you in principle. 

Dr Judith Marshall




Psychology Research Area (tick all that apply) 


	Social Psychology [image: Checkmark with solid fill]

	Developmental Psychology 

	Biological Psychology 
	Forensic Psychology 

	Health Psychology 

	Individual Differences [image: Checkmark with solid fill]

	Educational Psychology 
	Political Psychology 

	Cognitive Psychology 

	Clinical Psychology 
	Counselling Psychology 
	Occupational Psychology 

	Other:  indicate briefly (not included in word count)




Proposed Study Design (tick all that apply) 


	[image: Checkmark with solid fill]Quantitative 

	Experimental 
	Applied (with UWTSD students 

	Online Questionnaire Survey 

	[image: Checkmark with solid fill]Qualitative 	

	Quasi Experimental 


	Focus Groups
	Online  


	Mixed Methods
	Applied (with external organisation) 
	Interviews 



	Lab-based study 

	If Applied, and involving an external organisation, please indicate your plans for gaining appropriate approvals from the organisation: (not included in the word count)






	Other study design: indicate briefly (not included in word count)




	Suggested Research Title/Area: (between 10-15 words and must reflect the essence of your proposed research question, study design and study population and should be more specific than a broad topic area).

Can positive or negative based media sources shape an individual’s perspective?






	Background: 250 words 
Why is your study important? What theory and empirical research evidence supports your research question? (Please provide a rationale for your study including a brief review of relevant psychological literature and theory and a minimum of five references). 

Media is used worldwide to inform and connect individuals through similar activities and beliefs. Szeidl and Szucs (2021) discovered that the Hungarian government used their connection to media outlets and in return these specific media sources portrayed the government in a positive light. This shows how media can be manipulated and used to influence the public’s views in a biased way (Fagen, 1964). Activism can also be used in a similar way however it normally refers to a group of likeminded people who share the same belief or goal (McFarland, 2011). Research into the Lesbian Gay Bisexual Transgender Queer Intersex (LGBTQI+) activists and activism regarding religion have had biased media sources depending upon the culture and country (Ayoub & Garretson, 2016). Norris and Inglehart (2009) did however conduct a project which delved into the influence of media on liberal attitudes which found a potential correlation in younger cohorts and acceptance compared to older generations. The beginning of acceptance in the LGBTQI+ community has initiated more representation throughout all media sources such as films, social media and over time laws have been changed in their favour (Coon, 2018). Countries under Sharia Law such as Saudia Arabia, still have regulations where the maximum penalty is death to be gay (Human Dignity Trust, 2018). Nevertheless, some religions have evolved for example the Church of Scotland has allowed deacons to conduct same-sex marriages. However, Rothblum (2005) found that alongside the public, individuals who identified as gay or lesbian also displayed having mixed views on the topic. 
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	Please state the main research question(s) or hypotheses(s): (100 words max)

Research questions:

1. Can an individual who would be shown both positive and negative media on the same subject maintain the same answers for each questionnaire?
2. Can an individual’s perspective change when presented with negative and/or positive media?

It is hypothesised that individual’s who have strong beliefs will be biased in answering some of the questions. However, it is also hypothesised that younger the individual the more liberal and accepting the answer will be. 







Methodological Details (500 words) 

	Please summarise the key methodological approach: (you can include copies of proposed study materials as appendices if you wish). You must include details of the following:
· Participants: Who will your participants be, how will you access and recruit them, and how many are needed? 
· Design: Using appropriate terminology clearly define key elements of your design (IVs, DVs, Qual approach, expt. manipulations etc).  How do you plan to analyse your main data? 
· Materials: What are the main measures, scales, experimental tools or other materials required for your study? 
· Procedure: How will you carry out the study – define briefly what will happen to a participant in your study from the point of consent to the study debrief.

Participants: 
Undergraduate students over the age of 18 studying both Psychology and Counselling related courses at UWTSD. The individuals would sign up using the Experimental Management System (EMS) in exchange for course credit. The participants will be put into groups depending on their score on the Centrality of Religiosity Scale (CRS10; Huber and Huber 2012) and then interviewed on their views on same-sex marriage. The study will require 6 participants as it is one-to-one interview-based study.

Design: 
A thematic analysis will be used against the CRS10 to compare whether being grouped into highly religious would influence their view on same-sex marriage. The data from the CRS10 will be collected using Qualtrics on the Psychology computers. Then using a thematic analysis on the participants opinions and beliefs on activism, religion, LGBTQI+ and same-sex marriages will be recorded then transcribed. 

Materials:
The participant would have been presented with a debrief form, consent form, and an information sheet. The interviewer researcher and supervisor's contact details are provided for further clarification. The participant would also be informed the interview would be recorded and therefore a recorder will be used. 


Procedure:
Following procedures to ensure BACP guidelines were followed. An introduction would initiate to establish a rapport and confirm the participant felt relaxed enough to answer the questions freely. The participant's anonymity would have been ensured following data protection guidelines (Service, 2015). The consent form would ensure the participant understood what the interview would entail, understanding that they could leave the interview and retract their data at any point. The participant would then fill out the CRS10 in the Psychology lab. Upon completion the participant will then get randomly assigned to read a positive or negative article on same-sex marriage. Once read they will be asked to go to a private room where they will be asked about their views on activism, religion, LGBTQI+ and same-sex marriages. Finally, the debrief would thank them for their time and include the research question and hypothesis alongside their supervisor's contact details for further clarification or aftercare. 


























Key Ethical considerations (150 words)


	In this section you are required to briefly outline any specific ethical considerations for your project.  All projects will be expected to adhere to the BPS code of human research ethics, and you will need to submit a full ethics form which will document your specific processes for informed consent, debriefing, and data protection.  Here you need to briefly note additional or specific key ethical considerations for your particular project e.g. potential for distress or discomfort, any deception, research with vulnerable populations or sensitive topic areas, and briefly outline how you expect to manage these risks within your project. 

There will be some deception as the participants until fully briefed will be unaware that they will be grouped into different categories. With the questions there may be some potential triggering with an individual’s belief regarding religion and/or LGBTQI+ views. However, participants will be informed of this and that they can leave the study at any time which will also be reiterated in the information sheet. The participant will not be able to complete the study until the information sheet has been read and consent has been given. Alongside this all answers and opinions will be anonymous, and all data will be confidential with no way of tracing back the answers to the participant. The participant will be fully debriefed upon completion as well as given the opportunity to ask further question and given the concept of the study. It is vital that the participant does not leave in a distressed state so it is imperative they understand what they are consenting to and that it will remain anonymous. 






























Centrality of Religiosity Scale (CRS10; Huber and Huber 2012)
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1 How often do you ink sbou regious ssves?

Nevar, rarely,occasionsly, often,very often

02:To what extent do you beieve hat God or something divine exss?

Notatll,not very much, moderately,quite 3 bi, very much so

03 How often do you take part i relgiousservices?

Nevar, rarely,occasionsly, often,very often

04 How aften do you pray?

Nevar, rarely,occasionsly, often,very often

05: Howoften do you experience situaions n which you have the fesling that God or something,
ding ntervens inyour fe? 05b: How often do you experience stuations in which you have the
fesling that you ae n one with all

Nevar, rarely,occasionsly, often,very often

06: Hointarestad sre you inlesrming more sbout relgious topcs?

Notatll,not very much, moderately,quite 3 bi, very much so

07:To what extend do you beieve inan sferlife—e g mmortalityof the soul, esurraction of the
dead orreincermtion?.

Notatll,not very much, moderately,quite 3 bi, very much so

: Howimportant is t take part i rligious services?

Notatll,not very much, moderately,quite 3 bi, very much so

05 Howimportant is personal prayer foryou?

Notatll,not very much, moderately,quite 3 bi, very much so

£0: How often do you experience situations in which you have thefesling that God or something
dvine wants to communicae or to reves! something o you?
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