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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 

The Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 (SSWBA) defines at adult at risk as an adult who is experiencing or at risk of experiencing abuse or neglect or has a need for care and support. And as a result of these is unable to protect themselves against abuse or neglect.
If a local authority has what they feel is reasonable cause to suspect that an adult at risk, it must make enquiries it deems necessary to enable them to decide whether any action should be taken and, if so, what action and by whom, and decide whether any such action should be taken. 
Under section 131 of the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 an Adult Protection and Support Orders can be applied for to allow an authorised officer, and or any other person specified in the order, to speak to an adult suspected of being at risk of abuse or neglect in private, to establish whether the adult can make decisions freely, to assess whether the person is an adult at risk and to establish if any action should be taken. Importantly, Adult Protection and Support Orders do not grant powers of removal of an individual from their environment. The aim is that the wishes of an adult at risk should be capable of being freely expressed and that they should be respected (Welsh Gov, 2016)
Under section 19 of the SSWBA where it appears to the local authority that an adult may have needs for care support, they have a duty to assess and if the adult does, what those needs are. This applies regardless of the of the local authority’s views on the level of need or the adult’s financial resources. Under the Act an adult is able to refuse a needs assessment however, this is assessed under the Mental Capacity Act 2005. 
The principles within the act are to support people who have care and support needs to achieve well-being. People are at the heart of the act by giving them an equal say, partnership and co-operation drives the service delivery and services will promote the prevention of escalating need by ensuring the right help is available at the right time. 
The National Safeguarding Independent Board is imbedded within the SSWBA 2014, S132 who have duties to provide support and advice to Safeguarding Boards with a view to ensuring that they are effective. XXXXX Safeguarding Board objectives are; to protect adults within its area who have needs for care and support (whether or not a local authority is meeting any of those needs) and are experiencing, or are at risk of, abuse or neglect. To prevent those adults within its area becoming at risk of abuse or neglect. The XXXXX Safeguarding board also provides policy and procedures such as but not limited to Sudden Death of an Adult at Risk Protocol and Professional Curiosity Guidance (XXXX Safeguarding Board, 2024). 
Within the locality in that I practice guidance is also provided through guidance such as but not limited to; Xxxx Deprivation of Liberty and Xxxx Adult’s at Risk threshold Guidance. All policy and legislation are made available on the local authority’s database for practitioners to access to ensure that there is safe practice. 
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

Both Children’s and Adults safeguarding is underpinned by the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 which shares the principles of protection, prevention of harm and promotion of well-being. However, there are key differences in the legislative context, safeguarding children is also governed by the Children’s Act 1989 and the subsequent Children’s Act 2004 complemented by statutory guidance such as "Working Together to Safeguard Children" (Welsh Government, 2018). These laws outline the duties and responsibilities of local authorities and other agencies in identifying, assessing, and responding to concerns about child abuse and neglect. In contrast, safeguarding adults is primarily regulated by the Care Act 2014 and the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014, which emphasise the protection of adults at risk of abuse or neglect and the provision of appropriate support and interventions.
Another difference is the nature of vulnerabilities. Children are inherently vulnerable due to their developmental stage, dependency on adults, and limited capacity to protect themselves from harm. Safeguarding children often involves concerns related to abuse or neglect within family or institutional settings, requiring a focus on child-centred approaches and early intervention strategies (NSPCC,2024). In contrast, adults at risk in may face vulnerabilities related to factors such as disability, mental health issues, aging, or social isolation. This is not to say that children are not impacted by these factors also. Safeguarding adults requires a more of an understanding of capacity, consent, and autonomy, with a focus on balancing protection with the individual's right to self-determination. 
The Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 mandates that practitioners in safeguarding adults respect the individual's autonomy in assessing their own well-being and balancing between protection and respecting and individuals’ rights. Adults have the right to refuse a needs assessment unless assessed to not have capacity. 
In contrast, the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act (2014) outlines the duty on professionals for assessing and responding to children at risk of harm. Safeguarding children requires professionals to prioritise the child's welfare and exploring their lived experiences. Part 7 of SSWBA14 emphasises a child-centred approach, ensuring their safety and well-being, even if it conflicts with parental wishes. 
In conclusion legislation in place safeguards both children and adults at risk of significant harm. However, a key difference is adults possess the right to self-determination and can make decisions independently, except in cases where capacity is deemed lacking.  Interventions concerning children and young people can be enacted without their consent, if deemed essential for safeguarding them from potential harm.  Understanding these differences is crucial for practitioners to effectively safeguard both adults and children from harm while promoting their well-being and respecting their rights.
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