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Diagram © Nick Campion

First Stage
PRIME MOVER (= God)

Second Stage

FIRST HEAVEN
(Sphere of the Fixed
Stars)

At this stage things are
almost perfect and need
take only one action to
become perfect.

Stage2-4

Third Stage

PLANETARY SPHERES
Sa, Ju, Ma, Ve, Me
At this stage things are
less perfect and need to
make a number of
actions before they can
become perfect.

Fourth Stage

Sun Moon

- SUBLUNARY
SPHERE

At this stage things are
so imperfect that they
either lie inert or make
one or two actions to
become less imperfect.

- EARTH: motionless,
consists of 4 elements

Stage 3+4
Rotate on 54 spheres

(number derived from
Timaeus 35B-36A)
Aristotle says planets
are living beings (De
Coelo, Bk Il, chapter
12, 292a)

Consist of Aither, the 5
and divine element.
(Plato believed that the
entire cosmos consisted

of 4 elements).




