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Using at least 3 examples, consider how image makers have utilised modern digital technology to scrutinise any, several or all of the following: the technology-driven world, the surveillance, modern life, conflict.

In our modern society, we are surrounded by technology, every aspect of our lives there is some form of technology we use. Years ago our phones were just for calls, now we have access to all sorts of information in the palms of our hands. Everything is being taken over by the technology movement; even in shops we have touch-screen self-scanners! Our TVs now have access to the Internet and have ‘apps’! With the introduction to the Amazon Echo and Google Home, we don’t even have to think for ourselves anymore, now we have robots in our home to remind us what to do day to day, to switch our lights on and off, to add things to our shopping list, even to remind us of appointments! Of course, all this technology is good and helps many disadvantaged people with their lives, but what if they can’t afford it? And the people who can become these technology zombies who no longer have to think for themselves?
  The technology movement has also given the government new ways to keep an eye on us, surveillance is all around us, our social media holds all our information, and a simple typing of a name could possibly give someone anything they want to find about us. Even our social media have given us ways of tracking our friends, with ‘Nearby Friends’ on Facebook and the Snapchat map, which caused a massive controversy when the update was announced in the summer of 2017.

  There are many examples out there of artists who comment on modern society, the first example I found isn’t necessarily image making based, but it’s one of my favourite pieces of work and makes massive comments on public surveillance.

Ai Weiwei, Jacques Herzog and Pierre de Meuron
Hansel and Gretel

[image: ]‘Hansel and Gretel’ was a big-scale installation hosted in Park Armory in New York between June and August in 2017. Drones in a five-foot high space tracked visitors; their movements were then replayed to them on the floor. The piece was named after the classic fairytale, which draws on a similar feeling of disorientation – but instead of breadcrumbs, they were left with white shadows of their movements.
  “The artists take advantage of the vast openness of the Drill Hall, creating a 21st Century public place in which the environment is disconcerting, the entrance is unexpected and every movement is tracked and surveyed by drones and communicated to an unknown public.” – the Armory.
[image: ]  As the visitors reach the first floor, they then become the observers, watching monitors that play back their movements around the main hall, and a live-stream displays the movement of those still below, this live-stream was also displayed online when the exhibition was open. iPads were available with information about the drones and surveillance and also allowed visitors to test facial-recognition on themselves.
  I really admire this piece of work because it reveals the truth about public surveillance and about how the advancement of technology isn’t necessarily a good thing. And using facial-recognition technology reveals to people how dangerous it can become, it came to the public to use for their phones to unlock them, so people don’t see it as that bad, but in this context it’s put new light into this technology. This exhibition is a good use of modern-day technology to scrutinise how it is used.

There are lots of other examples that are mostly satirical illustrations commenting on modern society through irony and comedy. Personally I come across these quite often on Facebook, which is an irony in itself, using Facebook to promote your images mocking Facebook. 


Nastya Ptichek’s ‘Emoji Nation’

[image: ]Ptichek’s work combines classical art with our modern-day forms of communication. She superimposes emojis and other online symbols onto paintings by artists such as Edward Hopper. She uses these to explore modern communication and how the internet has affected the way we communicate with each other in a five-part series. 
  They show many different forms of online communication, how we [image: ]use emojis to communicate how lonely we feel if we don’t have any followers. For example this picture on the left shows someone saying that they feel lonely and others only liking and retweeting it like on Twitter.
  I think these images are very strong and are very successful in mocking our modern day communications, and it has juxtaposition by using classical images.


[image: ]Jean Jullien

Jean Jullien is an illustrator who mocks modern-day society, discussing our addictions to our phones and how even at times when we sleep once we wake the first thing we look to is our phones.
   The image on the right is really interesting, because he has written ‘never alone’ on it, suggesting that even when we’re alone, our phones are there, and metaphorically everyone is around, as there are so many ways to contact people and with social media, everyone knows your life.
  Other illustrations he has done comments on when a Royal baby is born, straight away they are bombarded with paparazzi, which to me comments on what happened to Diana, Princess of Wales and her sons, Prince William and Prince Harry, who’s whole lives have been documented by the media, which ultimately led to Diana’s death. [image: ]Diana and her two sons used this to their advantage by bringing awareness to third world countries, but this doesn’t happen in all cases, and some celebrities have been caught by the paparazzi in some embarrassing moments, for example Kate Middleton’s topless pictures were released when the paparazzi followed her on holiday. 
  Another image I found interesting was an illustration he drew of people videoing a live performance, suggesting that in the modern world we no longer live in the moment, everything is filmed and put online so live performances aren’t that special because anyone can find a video online. We pay hundreds for tickets and spend the entirety of the show recording it with our phones instead of sitting back and viewing it. And people behind instead of watching the show just have a view of phones in front of them! 
[image: ][image: ]  He also comments on how weird we feel if we don’t have a phone in our hands in public, a man on a train being the only person not on a phone, and how lonely we are if we’re not looking at our phone, feeling surrounded by zombies instead of actual people! 



Jean Jullien isn’t the only artist to use illustration to make comments on modern society; there are many examples that I wanted to use for this essay that all have their own different styles and use of irony and satirical comedy. 

Steve Cutts
[image: ]Steve Cutts is not only an illustrator, but has even won the Webby Award for best animation for the short film ‘Are you lost in the world like me?’ which depicts a young boy wandering the streets trying to get attention from people who are attached to their phones with no luck, there are scenes of people filming a girl dancing and making fun of her, calling her embarrassing, the video goes viral and the effects of the comments from the video cause the girl to commit suicide, which is also filmed by on-lookers. There are other scenes which people film fights and of people eating together but are still attached to their phones. But his illustrations are the most effective in my opinion, they not only comment on people being attached to technology but also he comments on political events, such as the election of President Trump and mocks consumerism.
[image: ]  His illustrations are brutally honest, such as the image on the right called ‘Future predictions’ which shows what he believes the Americans would vote for in future elections, Kanye West shown in 2020 expressed his interest in running for President during the 2015 VMAs, before Trump won his election, which is evidence that the Americans will literally vote for anybody, during the 2017 elections, a meme which involved a man shouting ‘deez nuts’ became popular, and an individual named after the meme one 4% of votes in one of the polls! It’s ridiculous what people will do for comedy, even when it involves something so important as choosing the leader of a whole country! 
  The image on the left is a very brutal depiction of consumerism and how we eat up our branded products and high-end technology, because everyone wants to latest version of phones, laptops, gaming consoles, even our clothing. And the business executives eat our money up and create more products for us to eat up and generate more money for them. This particular image is called the Circle of Life. 




Other Various Illustrators
[image: ][image: ]Many illustrations I found commented on people’s use of Facebook, after all, it is the most popular social media people use, but it has become so much more than just a way to connect with distant friends and family. Like this image on the left suggests, ‘likes’ on Facebook have become ways for people to measure their popularity. People with the most likes on Facebook tend to be the people with the best photographs of themselves, and also tend to have a massive ego because they know whatever photos they post can generate up to thousands of likes. This can be extended to Twitter and Instagram, because of these social media we now have ‘Internet-Famous’ people who have thousands of follower and likes, but how do they get there? One day the world will only have internet-famous celebrities or at least people who can name more internet celebrities than past Presidents or even actors and singers who work hard to get to where they are.

Another problem people communicate is how people post their problems on social media, before people were very private and kept personal issues to themselves, now people use social media as a sort of therapy, and express them to anyone that will listen. Personally, I don’t post anything on social media but seem to know more about the people I have on social media and their lives than some of my own family.  It also becomes an attention thing, people post little messages like ‘having the worst day’ or ‘so fed up’, which they hope will generate sympathy and attention from people, sometimes even strangers. It has become a very impersonal thing with people communicating this way.




[image: ]This particular image depicts how an internet addiction can be like a drug addiction, and we must have our daily dose of the internet to get about our day, sometimes there’s no way of avoiding it, our phones pop up with activity, almost reminding us to look at our social media, your reminded when a friend goes live on Instagram, for example. Even the news is now online mostly, you barely see anyone with a newspaper anymore. But it could be argued that reading the paper was a way for people to avoid socialising in public before phones and the Internet came about. 









In conclusion, the artists that I have looked at have very negative views of the Internet, and there are a lot of problems with social media and how it affects communication and even our mental health. But is it all bad? We can use it to contact distant loved ones and be kept up to date on the latest news and events. Same can be said for public surveillance which was discussed by Weiwei, De Mueron and Herzogwith ‘Hansel and Gretel’, they show how dangerous technology can be, but is it only dangerous when we start using it in that way, if it is only used for safety reasons is it all that bad? It’s safe to say that there is no stopping the advancement of technology; there is new revelations every year and new models that make our lives easier. 
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