	Target -
	Further strengthen your critical writing by making references to literature throughout your writing. This will help you to avoid large chunks of descriptive writing and unsupported conclusions towards the end of your work.
	I have ensured that I have used a wide variety of sources to support my work. This will make sure that all work is supported by evidence. 



Hannah Greenwood- 2300338

ECDA 4014- Demonstrate how cross-curricular teaching and learning can influence in-depth skills and understanding. Underpin this with reference to relevant research, a detailed lesson plan and an enhanced provision material. 

Introduction-
	Cross-curricular teaching and learning is the importance of linking areas of learning together, to help guide children into problem solving and critical thinking (Barnes, 2015). The cross-curricular framework was introduced by the Welsh Government as Estyn suggested that mathematics and numeracy in 2013 were taught well in their own subject lesson but not in all lessons. Therefore, cross-curricular learning and teaching was introduced. The framework includes three main parts that are mandatory across the Curriculum for Wales. Literacy, numeracy, and digital competence are all required to be caught by practitioners (The Welsh Government, 2019). Within the framework there are different strands and elements. This guides the teachers of what content they need to teach the pupils. The strands are overall statements that give an outline of what the teachers are teaching. The elements are given in more detail of what needs to be taught. Teachers are expected to teach the class topic and include most areas of learning; therefore, the children are learning more than only AoLE in the lesson. Employing more than one AoLE can help the children develop holistically. This means that children are learning socially, emotionally, physically, and intellectually. This is supported by Wainwright (2016) who states that a holistic framework approach enhances the development of skills from several areas of learning. Developing holistically will increase the pupil’s academic growth and increasing their well-being. The literacy, numeracy and digital competence skills are developed in schools that fit into their own approaches. Chiangpradit (2022) states that cross-curricular teaching is the use of areas of learning joint into one lesson. This practise has been proven to be successful for pupils within foundation learning (Greenwood, 2013). It is easy to teach cross-curricular without knowing. Some teachers may plan a lesson and obliviously teach more than one area of learning and more than one competency. 
There are many opportunities that cross-curricular skills overlook. The cross-curricular promotes a wide range of the understanding of the world, discipline, problem solving and critical thinking. Using cross-curricular in a lesson will help grow the imagination of the pupils. This will allow them to excel in their learning and develop a high standard of work. Planning using cross-curricular can not only aid the children at present but also in the future. Gathering areas of learning will help the children understand that they’re not only learning one subject but more than one. Cross-curricular is also a great way of teaching the children to learn by thinking for themselves and making own choices. It is also more fun and enjoyable for teachers as they can link subjects together to make the topic more exciting. However, there are some challenges that come with cross-curricular learning and teaching. Sinnema et al (2020) highlight that a cross-curricular can face challenges the teachers may have problems facing all the content of the areas of learning. The teachers may not be as strong in other subjects than their stronger ones. Therefore, this could be seen a as challenge that teachers may face. Cross-curricular learning can be time consuming for teachers. Teaching lots of content in a short space of time can be challenging and almost overwhelming for the children. Therefore, the children may become distracted and less focused, this would make the class interrupted and hard to control. Facing this challenge may put of teachers from using the cross-curricular framework and leading to not following the curriculum correctly. Another weakness that could be seen would be that pupils are now being given more freedom to direct their own learning (Power et al, 2022). Therefore, it can demand more from the teaching profession to have the skill to teach within a flexible pupil-centred environment. 

Main body- 
	The Literacy, Numeracy and Digital Competence Framework is used for all primary schools around Wales ages 3-11. The National Literacy and Numeracy Framework is also used by teachers to discuss with parents/staff the learner’s progression and performance. It gives a clear idea of what is expected of the pupils and what is being taught to them in school. It also evidently shows what type of work is expected to be learned for the child to progress in that area of learning (The Welsh Government, 2022). Within the classroom, the teacher facilitates a learning environment for children to master key subjects at their own pace rather than giving facts. This means the child can learn from an early age with relevant sources and information. Children in foundation learning learn best by play, it generates development and creates a zone of proximal development (Bodrova, 2013). This happens when the child need space for an expert to help them. Bodrova (2013) discussed Vygotsky’s concept of a MKO will underpin the child’s development and give them support when needed. An MKO in the classroom usually refers to the class teacher or the teaching assistant. (Kerry, 2015, p.46) also states that play and free choice can develop a child-centred learning and builds experience. However, there are challenges and opportunities that lay in between the Literacy, Numeracy and Digital Competence Framework. A challenge that could be seen is that there could be a lack of resources to help educate the pupils, particularly in deprived areas. This has been highlighted by The National Assembly for Wales (2018) who state that having a lack of resources in the classroom can cause stress and anxiety to pupils that are trying to learn. These pupils will find it hard to understand content if no resources are available to them. Therefore, may become stressed and worried about their education and why they are not improving or progressing. Conversely, opportunities are arising from the Literacy, Numeracy, and digital competence framework. The Curriculum for Wales (2022) suggest that the Framework is creating experiences for children during their learning. This includes the children using problem solving skills and critically thinking. Using more than one area of learning will help the pupil’s knowledge grow and progress successfully. 
	Appendix 1 displays a resource that can be used in a Year 2 setting. It is created to aid the children to independently investigate the characteristics of common garden plants. The learning objectives (appendix 2) were by the end of the lesson, the children must be able to understand the different features of certain plants. The resource is designed for an activity the class teacher has set up as part of their trip to the local museum. This activity is a whole class session; however, it will work by the class being set into groups with a Teaching Assistant. Each group will be given a clipboard and the activity sheet. It is the pupil’s job to use their skills to go and find the different objects within 20 minutes. This activity can cater all abilities as they will be in mixed ability groups. The more focussed children can support those that do not understand the task. This activity will encourage the children to work sensibly but also competitively. One of the goals will to be for the children to be on time with their findings.  The resource is given to support the children in working with peers, thinking independently, and thinking outside the box. The resource brings a challenge that the children might not be able to do the skills given on the activity sheet. For example, their knowledge of uploading onto an iPad may be limited. Therefore, the children may struggle and be unable to complete the activity. UNICEF (2020) emphasized that two thirds of the worlds school aged population do not have access to devices or internet at home. This demonstrates that not every child will have to same knowledge with digital competence and the teacher should be mindful of this challenge within the resource. An opportunity that the resources bring is that the children are using more than one area of learning. Cross-curricular learning in taking place using this resource. The children are using their literacy skills to write and communicate their answers with their peers. This allows them to work together and discuss their findings. Numeracy is shown by the children measuring the height of the plant. This will improve their knowledge of estimate and working in different types of measurements. Numeracy is also developed as the children will have to time themselves using a stopwatch. Their understanding of time and clocks will help them develop intellectually. Digital competence is also being progressed as the pupils are using the iPad to take pictures, saving, and uploading to seesaw. Seesaw if a platform used for children to upload their work electronically, the teacher can see from their devices and mark their work on the app. This will aid in nurturing the children’s familiarity of online sources. Since the resource and lesson plan includes many pedological principles it is likely to enhance their learning experiences considerably. The resource links most closely with two of the principles which are ‘Regularly reinforces the cross-curricular skills of literacy, numeracy and digital competence, and provides opportunities to practise them’ and ‘Encourages learners to take increasing responsibility for their own learning’. These pedagogical principles ensure that the children understand what they are being taught. For it to be adapted, next time the children could make up their own questions for others to find the answers. The children could also find more facts the teacher hasn’t asked for to broaden their knowledge when they discuss back in the classroom. Questions that would advance their learning that the class teacher could use would be “Why do plants need sunlight? How do plants drink water? How do seed grow into plants?”. Encouraging students to answer questions will stimulate their creative thinking. When they think outside the box, they generate fresh ideas, cultivating creativity and enhancing the learning process. The teacher should use the appropriate language such as scientific names for plants so they children learn the proper names for their work and learning. The teacher should know if the class have engaged with the activity as their activity sheet will be filled out and questions after the activity will be answered correctly by the class. When returning to the classroom, a session that can be used with their evidence and facts would be to make a lap book. These lap books are work shown that the pupils have engaged with the previous lesson. 



Conclusion- 
	Overall, learning about the Literacy, Numeracy and Digital Competence Framework has given me a clear understanding of what is expected from a teacher’s point of view. It provides a holistic approach when educating pupils. Using all three aspects will help the child prepare for education further on such as secondary school. Within my resource (Appendix 1) it is shown that I have used the LND framework effectively to ensure that all pupils are meeting the expectations of the curriculum. I discovered that the curriculum distinctly outlines expectations for every pupil as well as how to teach them. I also came across a theorist (Barnes, 2015) who states that children with diverse learning experiences can enhance their critical thinking and problem-solving skills. This implies that using the curriculum will strengthen the child’s learning effectively. The inclusion of the LND Framework in the Curriculum for Wales demonstrates that all educators provide teaching in all subject areas to ensure that these skills are being progressed. This will ensure that pupils are taught effectively and beneficially. Allowing the pupils to use digital competency will help them learn about technology that will be used throughout their life. As technology is changing and developing daily, it is important that the child is kept on top of the latest technology used. Therefore, their learning will develop and be successful. As shown in Appendix 1 where the pupils will use a digital app called ‘Seesaw’ to upload their work. The LND Framework gives the child and teacher lots of opportunities to help their knowledge grow. During this assignment, the Literacy, Numeracy and Digital Competence Framework has influenced me to engage with the framework within my lessons. It has given me an insight to include these subjects to expend the children’s learning. The Professional Standards for Teaching and Leadership propose that effective Pedagogy will secure the child’s best outcomes and advance their learning throughout their time in education. By holding up the pedagogy standard the teacher can contribute to the overall’s success and well-being of the pupils. Therefore, as a target I would like to ensure that I use as much of the LND framework as possible in my lessons. Alongside, another target being to go into depth in a subject area to broaden my knowledge for on-doing study and my professional development. 
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Snowdrop: White and green, honey smell, soft and ...cm

Dandelion: Usally yellow, citrus and rose (bitter),
rough and ...cm

Daisy: White and yellow, herb sent, fragile and ...cm

©rown Leaf: Brown, mud, hard and uneven and ...cm

Grass: Green, fresh, prickly and spikey and ...cm
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Student-teacher: Miss Greenwood Class / Class 4/Year 2
Group:
AoLE or Subject: ‘Area of learning- Humanities (Geography) Date (please | 15.04.2024
note that this
Topic- Nurturing Nature may bea
continuous
session):
Meaningful links to Curriculum WMS1- Enquiry, exploration and investigation inspire curiosity about the world, its past, present, and future.
(What Matters Statements, Descriptions | PS2- | have experienced a range of stimuli, and had opportunities to participate in enquires, both
of learning, ‘previous’ curriculum...) collaboratively and with growing independence. PS2- | can collect and record information and data from given
sources. | can then sort and group my finding using different criteria.
Meaningful links across the LLC- WMS 3 The world around us is full of living things which depends on each other for survival.
curriculum LNF- Literacy: Listening: | can listen to and understand information about variety of topics, identifying main point.
Links to other AglEs or the Cross- LNF: Numeracy: Representing data: | can sort and classify objects using more than one criterion.
curricular skills frameworks) DCF: Sorting and sharing: | can save work using different processes to avoid the loss of work.

Personal Targets (targets and consequent impact on learning - refer to any targets that have been identified in learning journal or weekly reflection meeting and describe
the desired impact on learning)

Learning Intention
“This should focus on the pupils’ learning during the lesson, rather than what they will be doing, and should be short, achievable and measurable.” (Crichton, H., and Msdaisl A-
2016 p. 196)

To understand the characteristics of living things that surround us.

Success Criteria
What the pupils need to demonstrate to successfully meet the Learning Intention.

I can explore and identify different plants that grow within our surrounding.
I will be able to use my communication skills to discuss our findings.
1 will be able to record my findings on a table and give clear facts about the plants.

Planning for misconceptions:
Use this section to anticipate pupil errors and misunderstandings and your planned responses to them.

May become confused with names of different plants.
Could mistake a similar plant with the one they are trying to find.
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Finish

Help Miss Greenwood find the plants surrounding the museum. Fil in the
table below to complete. Using @ stopwatch you have 20 minutes to
complete. Remember to take pictures to show that you have found them.

Upload and save to seesaw. Pob Ly

How many . How many  How many  How many  How many
did you find? didyou ~ didyou  didyou  did you
find? find? find? find?




