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Mexico’s education goes far back, in 1551 the royal and pontifical university of Mexico was started through a royal declaration. Harvard University is the oldest in America which dates back to 1636 which is over a hundred years after Mexico (Aizpuru, 1997). In the UK the oldest university still existing is Oxford which was an inexistence in 1096 (University of Oxford , 2018). Since the nineteenth century the Mexican Government has promoted non-religious education (Ohmstede, 1997).  From colonial days there was a disagreement with the Roman Catholic Church and Mexico about who would control education (Vaughan, 1997). The Ministry of education sets the standards for education except for universities that are not under their direct control. Private schools receive no funding from the state but have to be approved by the department of Ministry education. Public schools are not allowed to have religious instruction but private schools are (Rama, 2011). 
There are three stages to the core education which are primary school which accommodates the grades of one to six, junior high school which accommodates the grades of seven to nine and lastly high school which accommodates the grades of ten to twelve. 
The first two stages of education have always been compulsory whereas the final stage was only made compulsory a few years ago (Rama, 2011). Studies over the last few years show that in education in Mexico show that ninety percent of children attend primary school, only sixty-two percent go on to secondary school, whilst only less than half will then go on to finish school. When reaching higher education this percentage then drops down to twenty-five percent (Rama, 2011). This could be because there are not enough resources especially in the more rural schools. This could also be because their government are more interested in paying higher wages to the teachers rather than spending money on pupils. The OECD has reported that Mexico are underachieving in science, maths and reading (Students, 2012).
There have been recent improvements in education in Mexico to where nearly every child is attending early stages of school. They are attending from the age of five to fourteen but when it comes to education above this they tend to drop out of school or any other higher education. Between 2003 and 2009 children the age of fifteen has improved in their maths, despite this performance is among the lowest of the OECD countries in maths, science and reading. Children from poorer socio-economic backgrounds are not as disadvantaged as they previously were as there are better learning opportunities for all children. In 2011 just under half of pupil’s finished upper secondary education which is well below the OECD mean of over eighty percent. However, this is an improvement from the four percent seen in 2000. 
The OECD average of twenty-five to thirty-four year olds who have been to university is just under forty percent, while in Mexico although improved this figure is under a quarter. The OECD average for upper secondary education is eighty-four percent of fifteen to nineteen year olds while Mexico’s figure is around half. OECD suggest upper secondary education has been improved in Mexico by increasing excess ability to schools for people living in remote areas. Job opportunities exist for students from all levels of education but surprisingly a quarter of fifteen to twenty-nine year olds were not in education or employment. The OECD do explain that there are less job opportunities for students leaving university than the OECD average (OECD, 2012). 
Mexico was listed as having one hundred and fifty-one international schools in January two thousand and fifteen according to the International Schools Consultancy (ISC) (Paweł, 2012). The ISC focuses on schools that learn English out of an English speaking country, these can be where Mexico schools are teaching an English lesson, it combines all school ages. They focus on teaching children how to speak English even if they are not in a place where English would be a primary language, this is what makes it international (Paweł, 2012). 
In Mexico there is a high percentage of people who are not literate, this was including girls as their education was not seen as important. In some cities there were however that nuns ran and some girls did attend here, this would usually happen around the age of eight. If a girl was from a wealthy family then there was a chance that they would have been educated by a private tutor, they were however though only taught enough to manage a house. When it came to families who were mixed race education was very limited, and instead of being able to go into education for their talents it would be because of their birth right (Novelo, 2001). 
In 1833 there was a public education created by the vice president Valentin Gomez when he was put in charge of the Government by Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna. This is when the Ministry of Public education was founded. However, this was not a high achievement but then in the nineteenth century the Liberal Reform came about, this entitled teachers to be able to train in normal schools. 
After the French Empire (1862-1867) as a result of the war of reform the liberals were able to make grounds with a drive for public education. This was when the republic was restored with President Benito Juarez who used the liberal ideas and separated the state and the church. The Catholic Church was no longer in charge of education but the Mexican state was instead, meaning that primary education was no longer tied to a religion, it was compulsory but was also free from fees (De Herrara, 1996). Post primary education in this country was heavily influenced by Gabino Barreda at the end of the nineteenth century. The french theorist Auguste Comte who proposed positiveism was a big influence on Barreda and under Barredas chairmanship the government added secondary education to the Mexican system. It was Barreda set up a school the Nataional Preparatory school to prepare pupils for moving from primary school to training and working as a professional (De Herrara, 1996). However, it was not until nineteen ten that a state funded university the Unerversity of Nacional de Mexico was established. The previous religious  Pontifical University of mexico was removed at the end of the nineteenth century (De Herrara, 1996). 
After the mexican revolution in nineteen ten the government provided extra normal schools. Mexico had only three million students in schools in nineteen fifty, however the numbers have changed for and has now gone up to thirty-two million students who are enrolled in education (Novelo, 2001). It is astounding that in some rural areas of Mexico even up until two thousand and twelve had teachers who were against the governments regulations preventing them from having a job for life. They were able to leave the job in their will or sell the job. These teachers were also against teaching computer skills or English. 
Out of children ages six up-to fourteen years there was ninety-six point two percent of them who attended school in 2015. This was an improvement from 2000 were only ninety-one point three percent attended education. Hidalgo was the state that had the highest percent of children which attended school and that percent was ninety-seven point 8 percent, and Chiapas was then the lowest state which was only ninety-three percent. There was also sixty-three percent of children ages three to five attended school in the same year, this was also an improvement from two 2010 when there was only a fifty-two point three percent that attended education. There was also a twelve percent improvement of people aged fifteen to twenty-four that attended education between the years of 2000 and 2015 (OECD, 2016). 
In Mexico the expenditure on educational institutions as a percentage of gross domestic product is 5.4%, this compares to an OECD average of a 5.2%. The United Kingdom Figure is 6.6%. this is higher than Mexico. The lowest recorder country is the Russian Federation which is only 3.3% whereas the highest is 6.6 which is the United Kingdom all including private as well as public funding (OECD, 2017). 
In 1960 the National Census illustrated that Mexico had on going bad performance in schooling. By the age of five it was found that only 56.3 had completed one year of school, just under half had not completed six years of school and also only around 6% of students went on past six years (Hale, 1989). 
The OECD gives many statistics comparing its member countries, interestingly they give figures on how social outcomes are related to education. In this indicator they include the percentage of adults reported having depression by gender age group and educational attainment. Mexico does not have these statistics however, the United Kingdom, the men have 8% this compares with the OECD average of 6% and for the women it is 11% compared to an average of 10%. Below upper secondary it is 14% in the United Kingdom compared to the 10% average for boys, for girls it is 16% compared to the 15% average (OECD, 2017). Research into using group teaching in Mexican schools suggested that girls in Mexico could be empowered through using this exploratory talking method more than boys. In Mexico teaching normally involves the teacher at the front of the classroom. This is an area that could stimulate more research to improve education for girls (ResearchGate, 2005). 
It is shown that the grades of students who are fifteen years old is below the OECD average. 
In Mexico on average pupils are affected by socio-economic background to the same extent as other OECD countries, however this average hides a big variation in performance with many of the fifteen year olds in Mexico not completing their education especially if they are from lower socio-economic status or indigenous populations. As in many education systems the OECD recommend that policies should aim to improve the success for pupils who come from diverse backgrounds and should also ensure that all schools have good quality education. The OECD also emphasize that this should be offered through all the levels of education including vocational training. The OECD recommend this can be achieved by making sure that funding is available, the teaching quality is improved and leaders work professionally (OECD, 2012).
This shows that people who leave school earlier have a higher chance at having depression. Personal safety is another factor that has been related to educational attainment and is said to be a key part of an individual’s well-being, crime and violence will impact on mental and physical health as well as creating untrusting communities. If a country has better job opportunities and education there are normally less violence crimes. Mexico has a higher level of self-imported crimes which the OECD link with lower levels of education. Mexico has the highest crime and also the highest wealth inequalities and income.
In Mexico education is very different, they believe that they could be suffering and averaging below the OECD average is because they have their classrooms set out rows upon rows behind each other (ResearchGate, 2005). An example of the difference seen in the UK and Mexico education systems can be seen by looking at a particular project that was adapted from its success in the UK to be used in Mexican state primary schools.  This projects looks was designed by Douglas Barnes in the nineteen seventies that try to promote positive learning and thinking, it is called the exploratory talk project (Barnes, 1976: Mercer 1995). It also entitles the influence Plowden report that was done in nineteen sixty-seven making it apart of the UK primary curriculum (ResearchGate, 2005). 
There is a difference in the teaching methods between the UK and Mexico, in the primary schools in the UK it is common to use group work and is encouraged in policies and teacher training. This is specially seen with the Welsh Government Frameworks (2015) in particular for young children, this however is not the same in Mexico, they find group work difficult to incorporate within their normal day. Although the Mexican curriculum does advocate some group work the teachers find it uncomfortable to encourage children to speak across the classroom as they find it means they are not being disciplined enough. The Mexican teachers are more comfortable with using the transmissional approach to teaching whereas in the UK a social constructivist approach is preferred (ResearchGate, 2005). 
In the last ten years the drug rate use for men between twelve years and sixty-five years of age has doubled, it has now risen to fifteen point eight percent, this is a problem even though it is lower that the United States it is still a worry. For women using drugs it has risen to a percentage of four point two percent was is more than double of what it has been in the ten years. This was discovered when the latest national service was done. Even though specific numbers are not available, this is showing that the amount of drug users have doubled. There have been nearly one and a half thousand homicides in Mexico this year just in October alone, this has gone really bad as it is more than double the amount of homicides in Chicago which has many more people in it. It is said that the drugs are starting with children as low as middle school (Post, 2017). 
It is said the in Mexico the school pupils are gaining an extra-long summer holiday but they this is from all of the wrong reasons. Children in Acapulco are being sent home from school by the second week in, this is because of the all the drug wars going on and the teachers fearing kidnap and extortion by gang members, were as before Acapulco was known as Mexico’s biggest tourist attraction, but that is not the case anymore. In the mountains in area’s surrounding Acapulco resorts there is around six hundred teachers that are refusing to go into work as they are being threatened by gangs to either give them part of the works wages and if they refuse to they will be attacked (Arsenault & Contreras, 2011). 
There are also other cities that are having the same or similar problems such as Juarez which is on the border by Texas, on the twenty-fifth of August there was parents attacked by gunmen whilst waiting for their children to come out of school. This lead to injuring a few people and also killing one man. In January Al Jazeera was interviewing a vice principle in school in Juarez, the vice principle stated that the influences in this school are far from good. The vice principle however was not officially allowed to do any interviews so he kept his name out of it. There are kids filming what is happening and putting it all over social media. The teachers here have also been threatened with violence and extortion. One teacher who also did an interview with Al Jazeera whose name was left out said she wishes it could all just stop and completely end. Since two-thousand and six in December that has nearly been around four-thousand deaths over drugs. This happened when the President of Mexico Felipe Calderon put an assault on all drug cartels. This has only been getting worse over the last year. Today at least one person is dying every half an hour (Arsenault & Contreras, 2011). 
There are many reasons as to why children and adults are turning to drugs and violence in Mexico, some of these reasons are poverty and education grades being too low to get a decent job. According to the Organization of Economic Cooperation and Development Mexico’s grades are one of the worst out of all the countries. Is shows that the percentage of children that do not reach their basic reading age and math’s level and extremely high. In two-thousand and thirteen the Education Bill went out to try and improve the education situation, they offered better pay and test for the teachers. This did not work though as the National Union of Education Workers (SNTE’s) counter attacked any changes that was wanting to be changed (Canedo, 2016). The SNTE’s are more invested with helping and individual rather than a whole. This should mean that all children that graduate from secondary school should somehow support poor families financially. And no matter how hard it would be all instructors that do not meet minimum scores would be replaced or even fired (Kim, 2017). The cartel is Mexico’s biggest problem and it is put down to poverty, the government’s policies and greed of the people. 
Mexico is raked second on the poverty line with a percentage of fifty-one point three, this is four times higher than the UK’s poverty line. Their crime and murder rate if raked at number seventeen which is ranked second this is around 19 times higher than what it is in the UK which is ranked at thirty-four (NationMaster, 2013).
In the UK there has been a number of times that children have been caught with drugs on the school premise, this includes children as young as eight years old. This was not just your average drug like weed, this also included cocaine and heroin. This information is on the Police data base in Wales and England. Teachers are saying that it is getting to far and things are too easy to get these days (BBC News, 2015). The Press Agency asked police forces in Wales and England for figures showing how many times drugs has been confiscated on school grounds in the period of two-thousand and eleven and two-thousand and fourteen. In Staffordshire two children ages eight and nine were caught with cannabis in school grounds, also in Greater Manchester there was a ten-year-old also carrying the drug. Figures showing that children eleven to fourteen year olds there were around two-hundred and thirty cases and for children ages fifteen-sixteen there was around two-hundred and forty cases. Also in South Wales there was ninety-two cases reported of children using drugs (BBC News, 2015). Children using drugs in school have a less chance at completing school or going onto higher education (Chatterji, 2006). The drug use interferes with the young person’s social and emotional skills development as well as academic achievements, it is a double edged sword as children at risk of exclusion who experience early school failure and poor attendance are those at risk of substance misuse (Chatterji, 2006). Although this is a greater problem in Mexico the UK in particular Wales are also experiencing similar difficulties with exclusion and attainment. 
This assignment has shown how many people in Mexico turn to drugs instead of finishing their education. It is a hard subject that people in communities often do not want to talk about. Drugs are illegal and in this country there is action by the government to prevent substance misuse. In Mexico it appears the government does less to prevent misuse. It is a shame that children start on drugs so young and it is clear that it can destroy their education. I think Mexico are working hard to improve the education system but there are clearly many areas that still need improvement and that is why some children turn to drugs particularly children from poorer families and indigenous people who are at a disadvantage anyway. 
The education system in Mexico appears to be quite formal and disciplined. This may be why more children do not feel happy in the school setting in contrast in Wales especially for young children school is less formal and children are allowed to input during the lessons.
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