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Introduction 
The UNCRC (1990) is an international agreement to protect the rights of all children under the age of eighteen.  The UNCRC (1990) is made up of fifty-four articles that ensure all children are treated equally, regardless of their race, religion, or abilities.  The articles enforce that children have the same rights as adults but recognises that children are more vulnerable than other groups in society.  The UNCRC (1990) Supports the rights of the whole child, considering all elements of the children’s needs.  The UNCRC (1990) is in place to safeguard children.  It warrants that all children are provided with everything they need to survive and develop, along with providing children with the right to speak out about decisions being made about their own lives. 
Article 2 – Non-discrimination 
Article 2 of the UNCRC (1990) statement is described as one of the four “general principles”. It is these four principles that link all children’s rights together.  All fifty-four articles of children’s rights are of equivalent importance, no right has less importance than the other.  
All children have the born human right to be treated as equals.  Children should never face any form of rejection or limitations in their life based on their religion, gender, race, or disability (Minority rights group international, Unknown)
The foundation phase framework for Wales (2015) explains that encouraging cultural diversity, personal beliefs and moral values are at the forefront of the Welsh curriculum.  Children should feel comfortable with their own identity and should be taught to explore other cultures, and to develop a positive awareness and appreciation for other children’s views and traditions. 
Early year settings have a duty to comply with the Equality act (2010).  It is a professional practitioner’s responsibility to be able to identify any discriminatory practices and also to take steps to meet the needs of children as individuals. 


Article 28- Right to education
Every child in the world has the right to an education.  In many cases education is an avenue out of poverty, as lower educational skills are associated with lower income jobs and opportunities (Save the children, unknown)
The UK Parliament states that the Education Act (2011) was created to emphasise the key areas of education.  Among these key areas are the importance of teaching and to provide early years children with free care and support before they attend school.  It is set out to make certain that children receive the high standard of education that they deserve and to certify that all children regardless of social standing have access to equal educational opportunities. 
The government have also put into place the Education and Inspections Act 2006.  One of the purposes of this Act is to confirm that children are receiving a suitable education.  It is a
guardian’s responsibility to provide a child with an education, whether that be via homeschooling or a school setting.  The Act allows a guardian to be prosecuted if they are preventing a child their right to an education.  
In 2011, Wales became the first country in the UK to implement the UNCRC as domestic law and it is the children’s commissioner for Wales (2001) responsibility to ensure that children know their rights and their right to an education.  
Article 12- Respect the views of the child
Malagizzi (1946) was the founder of the Reggio Emilia approach.  This approach tells us that children are natural communicators, and they should be encouraged to express their view and feelings. 
Article 12 of the UNCRC (1990) Agreement sets out to preserve a child’s right to a voice. Children are entitled to convey their opinion regarding matters that effect their lives.  Children are not incapable of making sensible decisions, and their view should not be rejected on the basis of age.  Children’s feelings should always be taken seriously, and they should be provided with surroundings that allows them to safely convey their thoughts.  Children have the right  to protest about any area of their lives as easily as an adult can. 
Richardson (Unknown) explains the detrimental effect it can have on a child if they are denied the right to express their views.  Dismissing a child’s views, opinions and feelings can lead to them having low confidence, low self-esteem, and can also instill in them a belief that there are not worthy of an option.  Children are vulnerable and they rely on care givers to respond to their physical needs, but equally important is the necessity to respond to their emotional needs. Children learn from a young age that their cues are being listened to, this gives them the confidence and belief that their views matter. 

Article 23 – Children with a disability 
Children with disabilities deserve to be fully supported to live a fulfilling and independent life. Care givers and professional practitioners should have access to practical information about how to support children with disabilities (Mencap, 2016)
UNICEF (2007) research suggests that children with disabilities constantly face exclusion in society.  Children with learning disabilities or physical disabilities regularly have their abilities underestimated.  The restrictions children with disabilities face are often based on their environment as opposed to their disability. 
The children in Wales charity (2021) are the national umbrella body for organisations who work with children.  The children in Wales charity (2021) operates together with Welsh government and believes that the early years are a vital part of a child’s life, especially a child with disabilities.  For this reason, the charity welcomes reforms to ensure children with disabilities have:
· Equal access to education.
· They do not encounter delays in accessing physical equipment.
· Are able to obtain specialist habilitation support services.
· Have advocacy support to establish their voices and views.
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