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Rationale
In this portfolio the writer will discuss the importance of the Welsh language to preserve identity and promote a sense of belonging. It will explore key events in the history of Wales which has contributed to the journey of the Welsh language to its current role in society. In addition, the writer will explore how schools contribute to the protection and elevation of the heritage, culture and geographical features of Wales and the Welsh language. The writer will also critically evaluate the significant impact of bilingualism within education and beyond, establishing connections to government and school policies, also including links to educational theories. 
Language is inherent to one’s culture. It conveys expression of shared values, traditions and customs. Language fosters bonds, creating a sense of belonging and community, therefor preserving unique cultural heritage and identity in a multilingual world (NSW Department of Education, 2020). Welsh is an inclusive language with loan words from Latin, French, Norse and English. Its roots are steeped in Celtic, Breton and Cornish history. It is an ancient language, emerging 1,500 years ago and is the heart of the Welsh culture, belonging to all the people of Wales (ap Glyn, 2018). The Welsh language has endured a great many threats on its journey for survival. In 1536 Henry Vlll passed the Act of Union which forbade Welsh to be used in public administration and the legal system. Later, in 1549 the Act of Uniformity demanded all acts of public worship should be conducted in English. Contradictory to Queen Elizabeth 1st own legislation, the Bible and Book of Common Prayer were allowed to be published in the Welsh language (Visit Wales, ND). At this time, it is suggested that Welsh was the predominant language, Bishop William Morgan spent ten years translating the Bible into Welsh to be seen as a symbolism of an official language of learning and worship. Which was invaluable in allowing ordinary people to access their own religious content in their mother tongue (Snowdonia National Park, 2024). Restrictions on the use of the Welsh language continued in the 19th century with the use of the “Welsh Not” which was a wooden plaque placed around a child’s neck who dared to speak Welsh in School (Felinfach.com, 2026). This oppression of the Welsh language caused great unrest and in 1839 twenty-thousand-armed protesters marched in Newport and The Rebecca Riots took place in southwest Wales. This resulted in an enquiry in 1847 by William Williams, his report revealed the appalling state of the education system and the lives of people in rural and industrial areas of the country. This crushing report, known as “The Treachery of the Blue Books” led Welsh people to believe they could only improve their lives if they abandoned their language and embraced English which, “would allow the lowliest among the Welsh to improve their lot and make something of their lives” (Library. Wales, ND). The 1891 census showed 54.5% of the population spoke Welsh, the census language questionnaire had fuelled national pride and it was seen as an opportunity to defiantly assert the strength of the Welsh language and the Welsh honour (Nation.Cymru, 2021). The 1911 census did show a rise in bilingualism and a decrease of the monoglot Welsh population, due to 1870 Education Act of compulsory English medium schools and the migration of the workforce (Vision of Britain, 2025). In 1967 The Welsh Language Act was passed allowing the Welsh language to be used in legal proceedings and translations of legal documents, after much campaigning by Plaid Cymru and The Welsh Language Society. Despite this the Welsh language continues to decline (see Appendix A) with the exception being between 1891and 1911 (Jones, 2012).  In 1982 The Wesh Language Society published their manifesto and a vigorous protest ensued, burning holiday homes and painting out English signage. Resulting in The New Welsh Language Act in 1993 (BBC, 2025). This act was the beginning of bilingualism in public services and in 2011 the Wesh Language Measure gave Welsh official status in Wales with English, legally enforcing the publication of both languages for public bodies ensuring greater inclusion with the Welsh speaking community (Davies, 2025).
The development of the Cwircwlwm Cymreig began ensuring a unique curriculum supporting Welsh history, culture, environment and economy. Further introducing the compulsory Welsh Baccalaureate for 14–19-year-olds. However, on reviewal the task group found the curriculum too restrictive to teach and did not reflect the needs of learners in the twenty first century. It was also recommended that a Welsh and international prospective should combine with each other. Furthermore, specialist teachers should be involved in ensuring the promotion of the Welsh language in each subject and the sharing of good practice with others was also advised. Additionally investing in teacher training in each subject was considered vital and for a Welsh perspective to be included in each qualification offered in Wales (Gareth, Jones and Roderick, 2013). The Commissioner for Wales Future Generations Act 2015 wanted “A Wales of Vibrant Culture and Thriving Language” its aim was to advocate and conserve the Welsh language, culture and heritage. The Act aimed to develop skills which would envisage Wales as a bilingual, creative, prosperous and resilient nation (Future Generations, 2025). The Act has seven legally binding well-being goals (Appendix B) which detail how local and national governments, health boards and public bodies can work together with communities to build a Wales to live in today and the future. The aim is for all goals to be achieved with a skilled, well-educated population securing employment and leading healthy lives in an equal society, who can contribute not only to Wales but to the global society. The Act also aims to have one million Welsh speakers by 2050 (Welsh Government, 2015). The Successful Futures review 2015 by Professor Graham Donaldson revealed an out-of-date curriculum which did not meet the digital demands required for a workforce and that young people wanted to learn life skills relevant to them. He proposed a new structure of four purposes (Appendix C) which would support children from 3-16 through six areas of learning, with seamless transitions and a greater value to learning through experience (Dauncey, 2015). Donaldson also recommended that Welsh remain compulsory until the age of 16, noting that Welsh second language provision was lower in attainment than any other subject (Senedd Research, nd).
The 2021 census revealed 17.8% of resident aged three and over could speak Welsh, which was a decrease compared with the 2011 census which stated 19%. There was a general decrease in all local authorities except Cardiff, Vale of Glamorgan, Rhondda Cynon Taff and Merthyr Tydfil. Children and young people aged three to fifteen years also showed a decline through-out all local authorities (ONS, 2022). However, there was an increase of the number of Welsh speakers within the younger adult age groups of 16–19-year-olds and 20–44-year-olds, decreasing as the groups aged (Appendix C).  Carmarthenshire saw the largest decrease in the number of Welsh speakers from 43.9% in 2011 to 39.9% in 2021 (Appendix D). It must be considered that the 2021 census was held in the Covid 19 pandemic where children were learning remotely from home and did not have access to early years Welsh-medium facilities (Welsh Government, 2022). 
The new Curriculum for Wales 2022 is based on the recommendations of the Donaldson review to provide all 3–16-year-olds a consistent approach to learning throughout Wales, with the four purposes at its core for every child. There are guidelines for schools to develop their own curriculum to meet the needs of their learners. Through cross-curricular subject planning children can engage in different ways of learning, giving rise to creativity and making connection with the world. The new Curriculum for Wales aims to provide experience, knowledge and skills for all young people (Equal Education Partners, nd).
Being bilingual increases opportunities and choices. It can create unique bonds with all generations within the family, as they model language, share their heritage and build a sense of security and belonging to the family and the community in which they live. Bilingualism can extend the enjoyment of reading and writing in both languages. It can also give access to a wide knowledge of other cultures and heritage. Research has also suggested that it is beneficial for creative thinking and ensuring a higher success rate in examinations, which in turn raises self-esteem and employment advantages in an increasingly bilingual Wales (Baker, nd). According to Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs (1943) the third level of love and belonging are strongest in childhood, the need for social connection and belonging are essential to be able to move on to the fourth level of self-esteem, where achievements can result in pride of oneself and the respect of others. Therefore, developing an important sense of value. The security of these lower levels can lead to the final level in reaching one’s full potential (McLeod, 2025).
Overview
Activity 1
School A teaches the curriculum for Wales, 2022 with the four purposes as its core (School A, 2022). It resides in an English-speaking part of the county. At School A Welsh is taught as a second language and has a Siarter Iaith Bronze award. The language is spoken incidentally throughout each day and is further supported through weekly assemblies where children are encouraged to be proud of their heritage (School A, 2025). The Criw Cymraeg are children from Reception to Year 6, who promote the use of Welsh in and around the school, they also lead the assemblies and introduce new Welsh language patterns each week (School A, 2026). The children repeat taught phrases through roleplay with a partner, with the conversation building each week.  Action songs and memory games add to the enjoyment of learning. Seren Cymraeg awards are given to a child from each class for speaking Welsh through the week. Skinner’s Operant Conditioning Theory (1938) states that when an action is rewarded it is most likely to be repeated. The positive secondary reinforcement of praise and certificate supports this (McLeod, 2025).
Activity 2
At School A St Davids Day is a whole school celebration of heritage and culture. Children are encouraged to dress in traditional costumes (Appendix E). They may wear a daffodil or leek, as a symbol of national pride and take part in an Eisteddfod where children can perform a Welsh song, poem or traditional dance. Every class participates together with individual performances also welcomed. An art competition created from home supports a celebration of Wales in the community, with daffodil art for young learners through to dragon sculptures for older children. In the build up to the Eisteddfod the children have learnt about St David, they have sung Welsh songs, made and tasted traditional foods, shared stories and created images and texts to support their knowledge and exploration of their culture (Gov.Wales, 2026). The school community together with guests from the church, chair of governors and a parent governor sing, celebrate and share with others what it means to be Welsh, from Nursery through to Year 6. Vygotsky’s Sociocultural Theory (1978) states that a child’s cognitive development is supported through social interaction, the cultural beliefs and attitudes they are surrounded by. The guide of older, more experienced peer interaction can provide a greater understanding to a young or less experienced child, therefore expanding their knowledge further together than alone (Gowrie NSW, 2022).
Evaluation 
Activity 1
The children look forward to the Welsh assemblies and the Criw Cymraeg are proud to be chosen. They take their responsibilities seriously and enjoy leading their own learning and sharing their knowledge with others. The children enjoy participating in the fun atmosphere and are delighted when chosen to be the Seren Cymraeg with the applause from others. However, children may become dependent on the reward and may only participate with the certificate incentive as their only motivation. The excessive use of reward can result in diminished engagement and less personal fulfilment (Mcleod, 2025). Rewards can decrease motivation by the child becoming focused solely on the reward and not the activity. The fear of not receiving a reward may leave children feeling ashamed or anxious and avoid participating in the activities. Constant rewards can hinder wanting to challenge themselves to improve as the main focus becomes receiving the award, which can create a fixed mindset, halting the learning process (Persike, 2023). Carol Dweck’s Growth Mindset Theory (2006) states that people with a fixed mindset are reluctant to challenge themselves and believe that success comes from talent alone, without effort (School P, 2024).
Activity 2
The school Eisteddfod provides an opportunity to bring all children together, staff and guests from the local community. The joy of achievements can be celebrated together and there is much evidence to suggest learning together is effective. However, it must be noted that not all children develop at the same pace as their peers and may benefit learning passively. There may be a child who may be hindered in their own exploration of their culture by the age group restrictions of the competition, both delayed or advanced in their development (Gowrie NSW, 2022). Children with Additional Learning Needs may experience communication barriers, difficulty in understanding instructions, misreading social clues and struggling with peer interactions can affect their participation in large group tasks. Speech and language difficulties can inhibit being understood and understanding others. Children with social skills challenges can find it difficult to collaborate with others leading to emotional regulation issues, frustration and further isolation. This can affect self-esteem and wellbeing. It is vital to be able to navigate social settings and form relationships to build academic success (Skillpoint Therapy, 2024). Poorly planned social collaboration can create greater inequalities, with dominate learners controlling and others disengaging, leading to poor attainment (Main, 2023).
To conclude, the Welsh language is inherent to the culture of Wales and it does belong to all the people. The Welsh Government has recognised the needs of the young people and through its new curriculum is supporting learning through experiences. Schools are implementing the four purposes and using the Welsh language through Sairter Iaith, giving the children ownership of their own language and promoting a sense of belonging. The Curriculum for Wales is providing the literacy, numeracy and digital skills, together with bilingual competence, to be confident, capable and compassionate citizens of Wales and the world (Welsh Gov, 2022).
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Chart 2: Number of people aged three years or
older able to speak Welsh, 1921 to 2021
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Map 3: Percentage of people aged three years or
older able to speak Welsh, by LSOA, 2021
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