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	Target 
	What have I done in this assignment 

	Target 1
	To engage with a wider range of literature in my response 
	Used a range of literature in my response, ranging from government documents to books and online websites.

	Target 2
	To ensure in depth explanation and analyse of a point raised before introducing a new topic 
	Explained points made fully and evaluated before moving on to a new section of writing.

	Target 3
	To continue to develop your counter argument for recommendations made or critically evaluate aspects to be cautious of 
	Further developed counter arguments. 




Good teaching and learning means employing a blend of approaches including direct teaching.

Good teaching and learning sets tasks and selects resources that build on previous knowledge and experience and engage interest. 

Good teaching and learning ranges within and across Areas of Learning and experience. 

Consider 3 pedagogic principles outlined above. Discuss these principles in relation to practice in education, showing secure understanding, identifying strengths and areas for development in each principle. 

Introduction

This essay will discuss 3 selected Pedagogic Principles, evaluating their usefulness in the teaching and learning environment. Graham Donaldson (2015) reviewed the Welsh Curriculum due to significantly low results from pupils across Wales in Pisa results. During his report ‘Successful Futures’, Donaldson made recommendations which the Welsh Government adapted to create the new Curriculum for Wales. The new Curriculum is based upon a child-centred learning environment in which schools can tailor their personal curriculum to best suit them while also following guidance from the Curriculum for Wales. Donaldson focused on 12 Pedagogic Principles in his ‘Successful Futures’ report. He identified that these principles underpin effective pedagogy to ensure good teaching and learning occurs in schools. The Pedagogic Principles for teaching and learning invent a classroom environment which promotes opportunities for pupils to develop and learn to their full potential (Digital Class, 2022). When implemented into schools, the Pedagogic Principles should eventually ensure the Four Purposes are met for learners. The Four Purposes introduced in the Curriculum for Wales (2015) places responsibility on teaching practitioners to meet the holistic needs of learners to ensure they can reach their upmost potential as individuals and learners. As an overview, the Four Purposes include ambition, ethical, creative and healthy, confident learners (Hwb, 2020). Estyn (2022) recognises that teachers should implement focused activities into learning that aim to meet the requirements of the Four Purposes while also integrating activity ideas from pupils (Wright, 2022). By including pupils ideas, it is ensured that learning is child-led meaning pupils become independent and gain confidence. Montessori (1909) argued that children learn best when their education is self-directed and best fit to them (Ruhl, 2024). Within Foundation Learning, education is primarily in the form of play. Play offers opportunities such as exploration, holistic development, and building confidence. Through play, learning occurs due to first-hand experiences taking place for the pupils meaning they can make mistakes and experiment (Moyles, 2010, p. 1). The UN Rights of a child (1989) identifies that all children should have the opportunity for play and to take part in activities which develop their creativity (UNICEF, 1989). Relating to the principles of progression introduced by the Welsh Government (2019), children progress in stages within each Area of Learning. The Principles of Progression states 5 stages in which children advance through during their time in education. Practitioners should identify where each child falls on these stages when considering how to develop them holistically and meet the Four Purposes for learners (Gov.Wales, 2015). 


‘Good teaching and learning means employing a blend of approaches including direct teaching’.

The first Pedagogic Principle ‘Good teaching and learning means employing a blend of approaches including direct teaching’ will be focused on in this section of this essay. When interpreting this Pedagogic Principle, I have considered that this may mean using a range of methods to administer information to pupils. Using a range of approaches when teaching creates opportunity for pupils to become more engaged as well as also having equal opportunities (SciSpace, 2023). Each child learns best through different ways to each other, meaning using a range of different methods to teach allows pupils to develop through a technique best fitting to them. There are multiple methods of teaching recognised within education. An example of some of these approaches include direct teaching, collaboration and group work, independent learning and hands on experience (Tes Editorial, 2023). Evidently, this suggests practitioners should not be reliant on one method of teaching as this brings the overall class attention span down. Montessori (1909) approach to teaching and learning is a beneficial method of developing knowledge as it involves pupils having freedom to self-direct their education and play as oppose to formal teaching methods (Mooney, 2013, p. 38). Montessori theory within education highlights the importance of social interactions and hands-on learning (Meinke, 2019). Practitioners using a Montessori approach to teaching can often use a number of different teaching methods which fall under this approach. Similar to Montessori, Vygotsky (1978) was of the belief that social interactions are essential in teaching and learning due to the Zone of Proximal Development. Vygotsky noted that this is the difference of knowledge that children acquire when fronted with peer help as oppose to individual learning. He theorised that children can act as a More Knowledgeable Other to their peers, evidently improving the quality of information accessed (Crowley, 2014, p.61). Vygotsky was of the belief that practitioners should prioritise group learning as a method of teaching as it allows for this process to occur. Within Foundation Learning, the main source of teaching is primarily through group work and collaboration. This is due to higher engagement levels from pupils when working collaboratively with peers. 

During Foundation Learning, direct teaching is predominantly in the form of carpet time. During my placement, I experienced a direct teaching session during carpet time through the means of the Area of Learning being Maths and Numeracy. The session involved the classroom teacher educating the pupils on how to create numbers on their hand. An example of this would be showing 3 fingers on one hand and 2 on another to create the number of 5. This activity begins to address the progression step ‘conceptual understanding’ noted in the Curriculum for Wales (2015). As the pupils begin to grasp the concept of numerical value and how to identify numbers as identified during this task, the progression step 1 is on track to be met as identified in the Curriculum for Wales (Hwb, 2015). Following shortly after this activity, I observed another approach when teaching Maths and Numeracy to pupils. Comparatively, this activity was in the form of a collaborative learning approach. During this session, children worked in groups to play a game of basic bingo. This involves the children marking numbers between 1-10 off their sheet when called out by the teacher. Due to the young age of the children, only 5 numbers were given on the sheet to ensure the task remained fitting for their ability and wasn’t over challenging. This task not only took a collaborative approach to teaching and learning but also enabled the pupils to work together and help one-another. Both activities discussed encouraged pupils to engage in their learning by using a blend of approaches when doing so. The benefits of using this Pedagogic Principle in practice is that it ensures all pupils have the opportunity to learn through an approach which they find best suits them meaning there is an equal opportunity for learning (Loer and Cinquini, 2022). However, this Pedagogic Principle may be less useful for practitioners due to more planning time and the time consuming process of selecting resources for each method of teaching. 

‘Good teaching and learning sets tasks and selects resources that build on previous knowledge and experience and engage interest’. 

The second Pedagogic Principle discussed in this essay is ‘Good teaching and learning sets tasks and selects resources that build on previous knowledge and experience and engage interest’. I have interpreted this Pedagogic Principle as being a means of assessing pupils to gain an understanding of how they can progress. A good approach to assessing pupils as highlighted in the Curriculum for Wales (2015) is Assessment for Learning. Assessment for Learning (AFL) is commonly recognised for being a method to support learners progression continuously. Assessment for Learning is an on-going form of assessment involving practitioners evaluating pupils progression at every learning point and feeding back useful targets and improvements. From this, teaching and learning can be improved as practitioners can adjust their teaching to meet the needs of the pupils (Jones, 2005). An example of Assessment for Learning is asking a small number of questions to the whole class at the beginning and end of a lesson to gauge where pupils fall on their progression steps. The benefits of AFL are its empowerment for pupils regarding their learning. Contrary to this, the drawbacks to AFL is it’s time consuming nature meaning many practitioners do not implement it into practice regularly. Assessment for Learning can be used as a means to gain insight into what activities may benefit pupils progression. This Pedagogic Principle also highlights the importance of the progression steps noted within the Curriculum for Wales. Assessment for Learning can allow for practitioners to discover if pupils are on track to or have met the principle of progression for their age so that they can develop activities and select resources to ensure development is enhanced. Pupil engagement is essential in ensuring children seek the benefits from their education. Practitioners can use a range of resources and activities to ensure pupils remain engaged throughout sessions. Children within Foundation Learning are often being taught through the means of play, meaning play-based activities are a useful strategy of maintaining engagement of pupils (Early Years Matters, 2009). When selecting meaningful resources to build on children’s knowledge, practitioners should first identify where their pupils fall on the progression steps for their chosen Area of Learning. This ensures appropriate activities are selected to challenge the pupils to an extent. Dewey (1909) theorised that an experience can only be deemed an educational one if it builds on previous knowledge and experiences (Mooney, 2013, p. 26-27). Practitioners should select resources which encourages hands on experiences. An example of this is using materials to manipulate such as dough or sand which allows pupils to gain an understanding of the world surrounding them. When selecting resources, practitioners should take into account holistic needs of pupils such as physical development. As a result, pupils build confidence and have the opportunity to reach their full potential (Scottish Social Services Council, 2024). 

During time spend in placement days, I observed an example of this Pedagogic Principle being put into practice. To begin, the classroom teacher asked the pupils what things you would see in cold environments. The practitioner then set the pupils in to paint the setting of a cold environment from their prior knowledge. The teacher then showed an example of animals which thrive in cold environments and live in the arctic to the pupils to build on prior knowledge. From that, the classroom teacher set the task for the pupils to paint one of the new arctic animals shown, copying from a provided picture which evidently expands their knowledge of the arctic and animals which inhabit in cold environments. At the end of the activity, the practitioner asked the pupils what things and animals you would see in cold environments however, the answers were more improved when the practitioner asked compared to the start of the activity. This was an effective method used by the teacher to use resources which builds on a pupils prior knowledge as the children finished the activity with a better understanding of the topic than they originally started with. This activity also meets the requirements of this Pedagogic Principle as pupils remained engaged throughout from the nature of expressing their creativity and imagination. 

Piaget (1958) determined that children make sense of the world through processing information into Schemas. He theorised that through the process of ‘assimilation’ new information is fit into existing schemas. This Pedagogic Principle links to Piaget theory of assimilation as practitioners can ensure that new information is fit into pupils previous knowledge to build an improved understanding (Mcleod, 2024). Practitioners should identify this theory when creating resources to ensure that previous knowledge and new knowledge learned is linked together rather than acquired alone. The benefits of this Pedagogic Principle are that it extends pupils knowledge and learning to its full potential. However, it is a time consuming process to assess pupils and then develop activities and resources from the results.


‘Good teaching and learning ranges within and across areas of learning and experience’.

The third Pedagogic Principle I will be discussing is ‘Good teaching and learning ranges within and across Areas of Learning and experience’. I interpreted this Pedagogic Principle as referring to taking a cross-curricular approach to teaching and learning. Areas of Learning and Experience are introduced in the Curriculum for Wales (2015), a concept involving 6 grouped together subject areas. The subject areas fall under the Areas of Learning being Maths and Numeracy, Expressive Arts, Science and Technology, Humanities, Health and Well-Being, and Languages, Literacy and Communication (Welsh Government, 2022). In alliance with this, the Curriculum for Wales adapted a framework to enhance pupils basic learning needs in which 3 areas are targeted. These areas are named cross-curricular skills involving Digital Competency, Numeracy and Literacy. These areas are deemed mandatory in the Cross-Curricular Skills Framework to seek progression within so practitioners should prioritise approaches to develop these areas (Education Wales, 2020). The Welsh Government recognise that each Area of Learning must interconnect with What Matters Statements for pupils in their learning. These statements of what matters must be identified and taken into consideration by practitioners for each individual Area of Learning before taking a Cross-Curricular approach to teaching and learning (Miles, 2023). The Curriculum for Wales (2015) has high influences on cross-curricular learning to be implemented into schools. This involves Areas of Learning to be taught in an integrated way rather than isolated learning (PlanBee, No date). Cross- curricular methods of teaching provides learners with an enhanced knowledge on a topic as they are more likely to understand it if they can make connections. Barnes (2018) determined that cross-curricular approaches to teaching and learning improves the learning outcomes per subject area as pupils gain a better understanding of information. He also determined that cross-curricular learning influences children to develop their creativity (Barnes, 2018, p. 14-15). As a whole, cross-curricular approaches to teaching and learning are often favoured by practitioners and pupils due to high engagement levels from pupils. 

During my placement days in a Nursery class, I observed an activity involving pupils sitting in a circle to play ‘what is in the bag?’. During this activity, pupils are selected to pick an item out of the bag and sing a song which relates to the item. The song corresponding to the item consists of the pupils using subtraction and learning about numbers as one or 2 items are taken away during each line of the song. This activity is a cross-curricular approach to learning as the Areas of Learning Maths and Numeracy, and Language and Literacy are integrated together. During this activity, language skills and numeracy skills are developed in the pupils, two areas which are mandatory cross-curricular skills to develop as mentioned in the Curriculum for Wales. Similarly, I observed a cross-curricular activity in Bridging during a Physical Education lesson of a year 2 class. Within this activity, pupils learned the movements of dinosaurs which was their topic of the term. The pupils were only able to move around the hall if they moved in the way a dinosaur would. The practitioner demonstrated the basic dinosaur movements at the front of the hall and also allowed the pupils to create their own version of a dinosaur movement. In addition to meeting the Areas of Learning being humanities and health and well-being, the practitioner also developed innovation and creativity in the pupils. 

It is beneficial to range within and across Areas of Learning when providing effective Pedagogy as pupils begin to make connections between concepts and topics, meaning they better understand what they are being taught as it is more relevant to them. It also means they understand how to apply the information learned to everyday life rather than just memorising the information (Earley, 2019). However, a cross-curricular approach to teaching and learning is somewhat criticised due to the difficulty in assessing pupils per subject area. This may pose difficult for practitioners to understand where pupils fall on progression steps. It is also criticised that cross-curricular learning is difficult for practitioners to engage with as the concept was only recently introduced to the curriculum meaning there is inadequate training and knowledge of how to implement it in practice (Brennan, Young and Milward, 2017). This Pedagogic Principle can be improved through the means of a pupil voice and feedback. As a result, practitioners can continue selecting resources that take a cross curricular approach however, with pupil input on how to improve their approach, ensuring pupils can continue learning to make sense of information and apply it to everyday life. 

Conclusion

To conclude, it is essential for practitioners to implement the Pedagogic Principles into practice when providing good pedagogy to pupils. I have discovered that the Pedagogic Principles for teaching and learning are an essential method of improving the quality of education delivered. When planning resources and activities in my teaching career, I will ensure that I employ a range of Pedagogic Principles into everyday practice, evidently ensuring learning is enhanced during provision. When selecting resources, I will ensure a cross curricular approach is taken throughout as pupils knowledge and understanding is overall improved. I will also ensure that I use a blend of  approaches in teaching as this creates an equal environment for all pupils to fulfil their upmost potential. As mentioned above, I will use Assessment for Learning in practice to empower pupils confidence in their education and to also gain insight into where pupils fall on their progression so that more meaningful activities can be selected to develop their learning further. Montessori approach to education is a method I would consider using due to its child-led approach, allowing pupils to engage better with the designed curriculum. Throughout the duration of this module, I have learned the importance of implementing Pedagogic Principles into practice to ensure a positive learning environment is created for pupils. I have also discovered ways that these principles can be improved through personal interactions with them. This includes adding methods to improve the outcome of the principles being put into practice. As mention previously in this essay, implementing the use of a pupil voice and feedback from pupils to discover how cross-curricular lessons can be improved would ensure good Pedagogy. During this module, I have become familiar with the creation of the Curriculum for Wales and it’s background. I have discovered the importance of implementing key ideas and themes of the Curriculum for Wales into practice as it creates a positive learning environment for pupils. For example, recognising the importance of cross-curricular skills and developing activities to directly target those areas.
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